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INTRODUCTION

Documenting post-WW 11 Unised States Navy and Marine Corps aircralt
coors and markings proved sonsewhat bess diTicult than compsling Volume
One in this series. Since we are dealing with a time period much closer to the

presens day phosographic documentation is more extensive than dusing the
19205 and Mh. Camieras nui fibm wese increasingly easier 1o obaakn and there

milizary alrerafi, nod only during the
many air shows pumld avver the las forty years, but alio thanks 1o such
‘organizations as the American Aviation Historical Society, the Imternational
Plastic Modelers Society and the Tailhook Awsociation, there has been mare
open access 1o the various Naval and Marine Corps Alr Stations across the
United States.

As in Volame One, we have endeavored (o present as complete a picture of
the subject as we were able 1o obtain, There are certain documents on mlrk-
imgs that we know exist but were not able 10 us during the
this volume, these are Hated in the text. However, in the maln, Volume Two
presents a very complete picture of its subject. We thank you for your sup-
pors of Volume One and hope Volume Two adds o your knowledge and en-
jovment of Unieed Siates Navy, Marine Coeps and Coast Guard color and
markings.




POST WAR YEARS

World War Two became history <y marking schemes gave way to the
stmple alphabet system introduced and Tound so very satisfactory during the
chosing weeks of WW 11

The betrering cosle issued in July of 1945 was changed on & January 1948
when Commander %, F
(15-0n), serial

Force, Pacific Fleel issued a letter 5
093, recommending that the letiers be changed around as a

. Some carriers did use the letters recommended
o1 known if all the Fleet carriers used the ketrers
ctive ardered the leners applied 1o the tail section of
raft, an they had been in July 1945, ai least o few applied the Jeter
symbols 10 the side of the aircraft

Identification letters assigned were as follows:

o (CV-3) MM LSS Antictam (CV-36) A
1CV-4) BB L *rinceton (CV-3T)
LISS Shangri La (CV-38)

X
S8 Essex (CV-9) E Lake Champlain (CV-3%) £
S5 Yorktown (CV-10) ¥ S Tarawa (CV-40) T
WSS Intrepid (CV-11) HH Midway (CVIB-21) M
USS Hornet {CV-12) FF Franklin I Roosevelr
USS Franklin (CV-13) 5 (CVB4D) F
USS Ticonderoga (CV-14) Ll [
USS Randalph (CV-15) ® v
LSS Lexington (CV-16) LL \«u{\'a ) H
USS Bunker Hill (CV-1T) i ce (CVL-22) DD
LSS Wasp (CV-18) XN Wood (CVL-24) RR
LSS Hancack (CV-19) N oC
85 AN
" [V}
[
KK vy
1 Yy
k &
] w

+ with this better included a diagram detailing the proper posi-
we tail anid wing letters and their sive. Double letiers were 10 be 30
nches in height and single letiers were to be 36 Inches high.

Aircraft numbers for fuselage and wings were assigned in blocks by type of
aircraft and sg dron

Fighters VFI - 101 o 19
Fighter-hombers  (VBF) - 201 10 299
Scout-bombers  (VSB) - M| I
Torpeda W41 0 49

hin blocks was 10 be consecutive, Commander Air
ald be marked 100, 200, 300, 400 according 1o the

The numbering
) planes
11 assigned
sadron imsignia could be applied o the Age 81 0 poing approx
2 inches forward of the fuselage nismber and 12 inches below the
wdedd. The squadron insignia coald not exceed 6 inches in

A note st the end of the better stated that the dimensions given in the
diagram may be modificd 1o allow the Jetters and numerals 1o best coaft
0 the aurface on which they were applied, providing thy
defeat the purpose for which the system was devised
ication of LS N:
Photographic evidence fro
carrier-based aircraft carried
rudder and vertical vabilizer, e marking wsed by Air
during 1944, This 1946 applicat an (0 have occusred only on the East
ed States, bt that s merely conjecture. The anly photo
% SB2Cs and FALS of Air Group 7§ from the LSS
LT (CVB-42), The tail stripe on the SAICs
the squadron designation VT-75 in what appears 1o be White lettering and the
. The FALI" wiripe is Yellow or White
nd carries VF-75 in Black. The authors are positive a directive covering thi
king was issued during that time pesiod bat a1 this writing such 1 do
d,

That I\:I g the

1544 indicates that for & shom period of 1
stripe acrous the top portion

o
O & May 1946, Amendment -3 1o SR-2e was Fsued. Thi
autlined the paint scheme for Target Towing aircraft, The
ngimed target towing akrcraflt was s fo

amendment
far single

Glowy Orange Yellow:
\

of all airfoil sectiom,
stabilizer and cle

.

cowling - Wing walkways - on both sides of fi

s outhoard on topide only of »

Gilossy Insignia Red
Rudder
Wing bands - around both wings feet wh
thrust line o-third distance from fuselage o
e for multi-engined afrerafl was as follows:

. enterline paraliel 1o

hottom of all airfoil sections
llnllﬂ‘lllnl stabilizers and chevators.

except those portions included within

side of wing planform,
Wing walkway n both s

es of fuselage,

extending 18 inches out-

- around both wings. Three feet wids,
thrust line and midway betwesn insignia 1hy

General Motors TBM-3E Avenger of Torpedo Squadron 20 (VT-20) dur-
ing 1946, Pre-WW Il style coding appears on fuselage and underside
of port wing. This practice was followed mainly by stateside units
and confinued into the immadiate post-WW Ii period. Some examples
were photographed In combal zones during WW 11, bul these were
the exceptions not the rule. Coding is Insignia White and was applied
‘o the top surface of the starboard wing also. The Avenger is painted
overall Glossy Sea Blue, (Harry Gann)




Vertical fin fairings shall be painted Glossy Sea Blue. Terminate Glossy
Orange Yellow on a line formed by projecting the fin leading edge down 1o
the fusclagr.

Sea Bluc wing walkways may be eliminated from aireraft whase crews do
not walk on the wings 1o cnler the plane, When applicd they shall extend
from etreme leading edge to trailing edpe of wing

In the event of insufficient space for Red winig band between insigmia and
nacelle, locate band adjacent to nacelle, parallel to thrast Eine. Insignia nay
overlap. Do mot cover os alser insignia size or location

Om 6 June 1946, 1 revision to ANA Bulletin No 166 of September 1943
made iix appesrance. The notable changes in this bulletin, 186a, were the

redesignation of color names in use since befare WW 11, True Riue became
Light Blse, Willow Green became Light Groen, and Lemon Yellow became
Light Yellow,

1o A iary Imsiynia
This order called for the drscontinuance of the Insignia
ek i the application of the US national insignia when ap-
plied to backgrounds of Glosyy Sea Blue or Black. This practice was common
o Grumeman FAF Hellcats before the end of WW 11, but noa to aiscraft of
non-Grumman manufaciure. The 10 June directive made it mandstory on all
USN airerafl with the aforementioned color schemes.

An addition 10 ANA Balletin No 157, ANA Balletin £57Th, was sued on
0 August 1946, This bulletin designated additional colors for use on USN
craft should the nood arise.

n late 1946, the movt ambitios of all the tll keter identification markings

ectives wias fused, On 7 November 1946 Avisthon Circular Letter No

15646 came down to all ships, stations asd units concerned with aircraft

eperntions. The letters G, ¥, 1. N, 0 and () were climinated, since they were

considered 10 be ambiguous characters by the Chiel of Naval Operations.

The contemts of ACL 15646 were ai follows:

Carvier Squadrans

(a) Letter-numeral system.

[h) Letter{s) assigned 1o carrier groups signified the parent carrier.

fed 3-dligit Block numeral system was avsigned by 1ype and squadrons. The
aoquence VE-, VF-, VA-, and VA. was used and the squadrons were
ansigned blocks of sumbers thas:

VFsquudrons 101-199 ¥ A-squadrons 301-309

VFsquadrons 201299 ¥ A-squadrons 401-499

The numbering of aircraft within squadrons and the blocks were numbered
consecutively. Commandet Abr Group (CAG) sircraft were marked 100, 300,

X0, 400, according 1o the type of alrcraft anigned.

Patrol Squadroms - VI
Photographic Squadroas - ¥
Weather Reconabwance Squadron
Metearalogical Squadrons - VPM

Uity Squadrons - VL
Transport Utility Squadrons - VRU

Faperimental and Developm ;

Night L'mpmm Squadrans - VON

COMMANDER AIR GROUP 17 (CAG 17) Stanley W Vejiasa in his
Wought FAU-4 Corsair al Brunswick, Maine in 1846. Coding is Insignia
White with aircralt color being Glossy Sea Blue. (Stan Kalas)

fa) Letter-numeral systens,

(b} The first of 1wo letzers designated the wing or class, The second letter
designated the wquadron within the wing

&) The planes witkin a wuadron were 1o be numbered consecutively stant
g with the number ONE

Fleet Alreraft Service Syuatdrons (FASRO!

(b Letter-numeral system.

{b) Markings consisied of the bast three digits of the individual aircraft's
Buareau pumber

Tralning Command:
in) Letter-numeral system.
b} The finst of two letters designated the base or station. The second betier
identified the squaidron and/or the class designation.
{e) One, two or three digin nusneral were used 10 numbsre the planes wiibin
the squadons. The numbers were 10 be consecutive.
{d) The Chief of Naval Air Training controfled the assignimsent of the loiver
symbaols within the Training Command. This assignment could be
delegared 10 the various Functional Training Command.

al Alr Tramsport Service (NATS):

(a) Numeral system,

(b) NATS planes wsed their bureau numbers for mdividual sircraflt idensi
fication.

Marine Squadrans:

s} Casrier based squadrons used the letlers assigned 1o their parent car-
riers. Tall and wing letters on USMC plases were (o be undencored 1o
designate USMC,

b) Land-based squadrons used two betters for their identification. The first
letter destgnated the Wing or Command and the second letier designated
the squaidron within ihe Wing or Commund

(ABOVE) SB2C-5s and FAU.4s of Air Group 75 with horizontal bands
‘on their vertical tall surfaces. Color of bands appears to be Insignia
Red on the Helldivers and either Insignia White or Light Yellow on the
Corsalrs. Carrier I3 USS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT (CVB-42} in
mid-1946. (USN)




Carrier Air
assign

ups were also glven new designations according to their
tier. Four types were designated. They w
Hatibe Carrier
Attack Carrier
for  Light Carrier
Tor  Escort Carrier
Cartier qu)d-um were limited 1o Fighter and Attack Squadrons, The
design VBF, VB and VT were eliminated. The fighter and attack
squadrons were given suffix letters to indicate their carrier type assignment®
Squadron redesignations were as follows;

A Tor Attack Carrier © for Escort Carrier
Air Group Air Groop

To From To
VE3 VF3A V-
4 VEIA Vi
VES VE-3A v
VBF4 VF-24 VE-
v
B for Battle Carrier VF
Air Group v
From To v
VEI7 VE-SH
VE1E VFTA

diditional Squadrons

To
VEAE  Decommissioned 9-1-48
VE-IL L for Light Carrler Alr
Group Decom. 11-20-48
VEIA  Decommissioned 8-5-47
VF22A  Decommissianed 8:5-47
VA-
VA-IL

VA-IA
A
2E

Redesignated VC-22 9-148

i frtem § e 1T

13 Devembar

Curtiss SB2C-5 Helldiver in the torpedo bombing role. The squadron
Is VT-17 opar out of NAS Norfolk, Virginia during 1946. Fuselage
eoding is Insignia White, the aircraflt Glossy Sea Blue. The pilat is En-
sign Stanley Kalas. (Stan Kalas Collection)

Marine Corps Northrop F2T-1 Black Widow night fighter In a well
wormn overall Glossy Black finish. 5till carrying the Army Alr Force
serisl number, this is one of five P-61 fighters tumed over to the
Marine Corps r WW I, and used for training a1 MCAS Miramar,
Calitornia. (USMC)

(Below) The beautiful “4 by 27 in overall Glossy Sea Blue, The PBAY.2

d ERCO 250TH waist blisters. All lettering on this
Privateer is Insignia White. (William A Riley)




Assignment list of letier symbols for USN aircraft per ACL

No 156
USS MIDWAY (CVB-41) M
USS F [ RO ELT
(CVB-4)

5 CORAL SEA (CVE-43)

“dumrERcoE0T

L\S\M LEY FORGE
(CV-45)

FLEET AIR WINGS AND THEIR WUADRUSS‘

Fleet Air Wing 3

BATTLESHIP AND CRUISER SQUADRONS
VO BAT SPOT RONS

USS PHILIPPINE SEA VOB BA vo-28 L)
(CV-4T) Ps
s (VO CRU SPOT RONS
w VOIC A > CE
vOC OB &
sa voioe  cc ol
51 < &0l s
RE USMC SQUADRON LETTER SYMBOLS
nA FIRST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
HEDRON lunnunnm Squadron MAW-1) A
BS VMO-1 VMO Al
SR umm MAG mmu Air Group) 24 A
st F-115 AL
! AE
- VME-
l\,’: VMP(N)-A33 (Night Fighting Squadron) %_}I
PA

(Below) An overall Glossy Sea Blue Noorduyn JA-1 unloading from
MOUNT OLYMPUS (GC-8) during US Navy Antarclic Expedition of
1946-47 undar the direction ol RAdm Richard E Byrd. (Clay Jansson)
Fleet Air Wing 4

VPMS <10
VPAL -3
VIMS 4

¢
[en VP74 CA
fex-VP.136) CB
(e VP.204) CC

n
VP-AM - 1 (ex-VP-53) DA

Floet Alr Wing § E

VEMS e VE-19) EA
VP71 ER
{en-VP-T3) EC
P I!!I ED

F
(e VPW-3) ER

Fleel Air Wing 11
VIMS - |
VPMS - B

L]
VP01 MA
e VP 208) MB

Flext Alr Wing |
VP-MS - 11
VPHL - 8

(ex-VP-126) AB

Fleet Al \\Iu 2 B
M5 (e VP2T) BA
fex-VP-115) BR
{ex-VP-124) BC
fex-VP.143) BD
(ex-VP.146) BE
e Srphrar Ve
Fred Ty

P-AM -2 (ex-VP-62) DB

HL « 7 (ex-VP-107) DC
VP-HL - 10 {ex-VP120) DD
VPHL - 12 {ex-VP-122) DE

VP-AM {ex-VP-5)  DF

Fleet Air “Illl 7
\'P

L
fex-VP28) LA
e V11 LR

VP-MS -

VPHL - %

FLeet Alr Wing 14 5
P-MS - fex-VP-22) SA

lex-VP-130) 5B

(en-VIP-144) 5C

(ex-VD-5) SD

Vi
VM - 1

- VIW-1) WD

J2F-6 Duck seaplane, attached 1o the US Coast Guard icebreaker
NDI'"HWIND during Antarclic OPERATION HIGH JUMP of 1846-47.

glnn plul forward of the windscroen, Coast Guard Insignis is car-
ried on the lorward section of fuselage just above boltom wing
loading edge. (USCG)




An cverall natusal matal tinksh Is unusual on this Naval Alr Transport
Service (NATS) SB0-5 Dauntiess in 1946. The NATS insignia is on the
forward section of the fuselage. (William T Larkins)

SECOND MARINE AIRCRAFT WING

HEDRON MAW-2 B HEDRON MAG 22 [
HEDRON MAG 11 B VME.111 B
HEDRON MAG 14 jirT} VME-314 BM
VMF.122 BC VMO-| BE
\\n— HE B HEDRON MAG 53 BS
BE VMF-£3] 1
|r I)R(J\ MAG 21 BE VMF.4 [
By VMP-354 BY
\ \IR 95‘ n
AIRCRAFT FLEET MARINE b(ll!(l- FACIFIC
HEDRON AIR FMF PAC
HEDRON MAG 15 ['_J\
182 ]
EC
ER
ATR WEST COAST
HEDRON MAG 32 Wi
VAMF-224 W
VME-31 | Wy,
HEDRON MAG 33 WM
VME-X. W
VM- |: WE
MAG 31 VME-323 W
VMR{N}S VMP-294 WT
VMFIN). 342
ATRCRAFT T MARINE FORCE ATLANTIC
MARINE AIR BASES E
CHERRY POINT, 8¢
MARINE CORPS SCHOOLS
QUANTICO, VA
ASSIGNM) LETTER SYMBOLS
FOR 8 LS SOUADRONS
VU-2 (ex-V1-2) us
VL3 (ex-V1-3) uc
VL4 fex-VJ-4) up
VLI-5 (ex-V]-15) UE
\M. lm VRI-1) VL6 (ex: V), J UF
-2 enVRL2) VLT (ex: V). UH
\m 3 fex VRS VL8 fex-V - u: ul
VRUS fex-VRI-4) VU-9 (ex-VI-9) UK
VL fex-VI-1) uA VL0 fex-V)-16) UL

MIGHT DEY RON (PAC)
(Night Development Squadron)
VN1 PA

T DEV RON (Atlantic)
-2 LA

No 13646 also siaied that Reserve aircrafl would carry the let.
tev/numernl system for identification as wsed by Training Command siecraft
The first of two betters designated the base or sation, the second identified
the squadron and/or class designathon. This the markings UF would identify
MNAS ST Louls, Missourl U with the F signifying a fghter squadon,

The disective also called for a wide Orange siripe 10 be applicd around the
fusclage ahead of the empennage as an idemification marking for Reserve
aircraft
fve weels afler the fsuance of ACL 156-46, the office of the Chiel of
Naval Operations lsued ACL No 168-46. This 12 December 1946 documes
directed the following changes:

Add Detete
vo3C <1 NIGHT DEV RON
OPF DEV RON (Pacificy
Operational Development MNIGHT DEV RON
Squadron} CK tArkantic)
Carrier Aircraft Graups and Marine Fighting Squadroms were auigned the
followirg identifying letters:
CVBG-1 M CVG-12 "
¥ B
C 3
T A
K Kl
5 SA
L s
Ps sL
Six ndditional Marine squadrons were added. They were:
VMFE-114 sA VMF-513 1.4
VMF-461 VMF-452 Al
VMF-214 RE

1

Marine Alr Wing OY-1 on duly in Northern China, 1248, Top sur-
@ of this 0Y.1 is Olive Drab over Light Gull Gray undersides. The
Harim Divislon insignia, a Blue diamond with a Red num 1in
thy with White stars

Crass constellation, under which the Sclomaon Istands fighting teok
place. (USMC)




Wiik the issuing of Specification SR-2 on 2 Jamuary 1947, several changes
relwtive 10 the external markings of USN abreraft came Into play, External
color schemes remained basically the same as they had been since the end of
World War 11, However, in SR-2M, all external color schemes were listed
under ons table for ensy reference.

Fighter Glossy Sea Blue
Antack Glossy Sea Blue
Patal Glossy Sea Blue
Observation Gilossy Sea Bhie

Marine Observation
Transport {Landplanes)
Transport (Seaplancs)
Uitifity {Landplanes)
Uility {Seaplanes)
Target Towing

Land Camouflage fice text)
Alutinum Colar

Glossy Sea Blue
Aluminiim Color

Glossy Sea Bluc

See SR-2e Amendment 3
S/6/a6

Gloisy Orange-Yetlow
Gilossy Orange-Yellow
Abuminism Cobor

Traiming (Primary, Landplanes)
Traising (Primary, Seaplanes)
Traising {Advanced, landplanes)

Traising (Advanced, Seaplanes) Glossy Sea Blue
Rotary Wing (Observatimn) Glossy Sea Blue
Rotary Wiag (Training) Glossy Sea Blue
Rotary Wing (Tramspart) Gloasy Sen Blue

Rotary Wing (Utility)
Pilotless (Anti- Aircraft)
Pilothess {Anti-Ship)
Piabess {Ansi-Ciround)
Pilathess {Unility)
Pibotkess (Targe! Droncy

y Sea Blue
Per Contract
Per Contract
Per Contract
Per Contracs
Glossy Insignia Red

In regard to the Pilotkss Target Drane scheme of overall Glossy Insignia

Hed, B should be noted that models that were posmally consralled from

ground stations were (o have the top surfaces of their wings painted Glossy

nsignia White. The overall Red scheme concerned only drones controlled
from piloted aircraft

Becawse of the ghossy Finish applied 1o USN akreraft a1 the time SR-2F was
tiwucd, the use of anti-glare panels was authoriced. On Glossy Sca Blue
plancs, the anti-glare pancl, located directly forward of the pilot's wind-
shield, was painted Non-Specular Sea Blie, On Aluminum aircraft, Noa-

Specular Medium Green was employed. Anti-glare panels were applied

enrtier, if not officially, as a practical measure,

Marine Corps observation airplanes were 10 be painted in the basic land
amouflage color scheme, the breakdown of which was:

11 Al horirontal alelodl surfaces viewed from above were 1o be finished in

camouflage Olive Drab (ANA - 613)

}. Al Boritantal airfoil sarfaces viewed from bedow were 10 be finsshed in
camaouflage Light Gull Giray (ANA - 620),

). The Olive Dirab of the upper surfaces of the harizomal airfoils were 1o
e carried around the leading edge and extended back on the botiom
suiface approximately five percent of the wing chord and Blended into
the Light Cull Gray

4), Vertlcal surfaces, fin and rudder, were painted Olive Drab,

50, The curved surfaces of the fusclage between the Olive Drab of the upper
surfaces and the Light Gull Gray of the lower surfaces were 1o be blend-
e over the intervening area in such o manner that there was a gradual
color transition without notlceable demarcation between the colors.

. Retractable lasding gear were to be finished to match adjacent surfaces
when retracted

Of |merest in

]

T is the listing of the basie camouflage scheme, the

Lockheed PZV-1, “The ‘Truculen!” Turtle”, flew from Pa Australia
1o Columbus, Ohio in 55 hours and 17 minutes, breaking the world's
record lor distance without refusling with a flight of 11,235,600 miles,
“The Turlle” was painted overall Glossy Sea Blua. Record llight look
place from 26 Seplember to 1 October 1948, (Lockheed)

WWII tri-color scheme, and the anii-submarine bow sisibility scheme from
WWIL Though listed. these schemes were not authorized for use

SR-2M brought aboul chamges in the location of Burcsu Number (BuNo),
branch of service, and model designation letcring. The branch of service
marking, NAVY or MARINES was to be located on both sides of the
fasclage, centered with respect 10 a vertical line druwn from the exireme for-
ward poimt of the horizonatal sabilizer to the lowest point of the fusclage
and centered midway between these points.

The model designation was spaced vertically, one inch above the Branch of
Service marking on both sides of the fusclage. Both of these markings were
applicd in 1 inch letters and numerals

The Bureau Number (BuNo) of the airplane was 1o be applicd vertically
one | inch below the Branch of Service marking on bath sides of the fuselage
This marking was applied in 2 inch figures,

Directions for the positioning of tail and wing leters were alvo con.
tained in SR-21. Letters applicd Lo the aircraft™s (il surfaces were 1o be ap-
plicd 10 both sides of the vertical fin and rudder above the harizoneal
stabilizer, centered on vertical empennage surfaces

The tail lesters were 36 inches high far single betters and 30 inches high for
double leters. The widih of the individual strokes was to be 4 inches. In the
case of double lefier applicatbon where the letiers may not fit within the shape
of the tail ar the dirccted 0 inch size, they may be reduced in size in order 1o

fit.

Unit identification betters applied to the wings of naval aireral) also fodlow.
ed the 36 inch for single leiters and 30 inch for double letters irstructions
Wing letiers were 10 be applicd to the upper surface of the starboard wing
and lower surface of the port wing. They were 10 be applicd 6 inchies in from
o tip, and placed so as 1o balance the appearance of the mational insigmia on
the opposite wing.

Individual aircraft numbers were applied on both sides of the Tuselage % in-
ches forward of the national insignia. On patrol planes, where the natjonal
insignia was located on the bow, the numbers were to be placed aft of the
trailing edge of the wing, The 10p of the numerals were to be six inches below
the line of the cockpit rim or cockpit rim extended.

Individisal airplane numbers were also applied to the uppersusiace of the
right wing and lower surface of the Jeft wing, 18 inches inboard of the unit
identificathon letier of letlers. Fuselage numbsrs were to be mo smaller than
16 inches high and coald be 20 - 24 - 2K - 32 or 36 inches at theis masimam,
neavided they did nol excesd fifty percent of the height of 1he prajection of
the Tuselage side m1 the point of application,

Wing mumerals were 10 be 24 inches high

Nose and landing gear fairing numerals could be applied, If desited, in 6
nch Tigures.

Inddividual squadron imsignia coubd also be applied on both sides of the
Tuselage & inches below the fine of the cockpit rim or cockpit rim evtended,
directly belaw the most forward point of the junction of he windshield with
the fuselage. The insignia could not exceed & inches square.

Decorations and campaign ribbans could be applied to naval alrcraft if so
desired. These ribbons were (0 be b inches long and 2 kiches high. They were
to be applied 2 inches below the squadron insignia and were 1o be arranged
individually from top to bostom in the sanie order as preseribed for the wear-
ing of ribbons by personnel. These ribbons weve 1o be spaced vertically 1 inch
apart. The ribboms could be painted on if decals were ot available from the
Aviation Supply Office.




(Above) Goodyesr NFG-10 Corsair (92088) from MAS St Louls,
Missouri. Squadron h VF-55E, “E" for escort carrler air group. In late
1848 Resarvo ai lgned an identifying marking fo be ap-
plied to thelr aircraft ln the form of an International Orange band.
Basle color of the Corsair (s Glossy Sea Blue. (USN via Jim Sullivan)

(Above) Martin PEM-35 Marinar jax-USN PBM-3C. S666) flying oul of
the US Coast Guard Station In San Francisco, California in 1948,
Overnll Insignia White with Orange Yellow wing tips, floats, fusalage
Band and underside hull numbers outlined in Black. The ractangle on
ow outlined in Black. (USCG

win Willlam T Larkins)

{Below) Coast Guard PBY-5A Calalina lrom San Francisco in 1846
This PBY slill carries the World War Il tri-color paint schems with
wing tips, floals, fuselage band and underside hull numbers m
Orange Yollow outlined in Black. The letter “F" follawin
is balieved io be an individual aircraft 1D letter as the leller ison
the Mariner. At this time it is not known if the letters A, B, C, E, stc.,
waore used on other San Francisco USCG alrocralt. 552F, 5520 iden-
tifled both San Franclsco and the alrcrall. (USCG via Willlam T
Larkins)

(Below) Excellent example of the “TEST" marking applied to a
Douglas BTD-1 ai in 1948, Overall color is Glossy Sea Blue.
{NACA vin Harry Gann)




POST WORLD WAR 11 RESERVE AIRCRAFT

Reserve aircraft were identical 1o Fleet airoralt in regard 10 their basle color
sadd marking application. In 1947, with the hsuing of SR-2f, a standard
markimg for Reserve aircraft was put info effect.

A Glossy International Ovange siripe (ANA-SOR) was applied around the
Peselage forward of the empennage. The widih of this band was equal 1o the
ounide diameter of the blue border surrounding the circumscribed circle of
the fusclage national insignia. The centerling of this band was 1o pass through
the center of the insignia star and 1the band was 1o just meet, but not everlap
the insignia border,

Wheen the border of the national insignia was omitted, as on ovesall Glossy
« the Orange band terminated a1 the cutside radiug

Where the fuselage insignia was located forward of the wing, a in the case
of the bulls of patrel scaplaries, a 35 inch Orange band was applied aft of the
unit aircraft mumeral, approximately midway between the trailing edge of the
wing and the leating edge of the horizontal stabilizer,

Fnstrument Myireg ssirving aircraft will carvied the fore and aft Light Green
sripes on the wings and fusclage, but at this point in time, the practice of a
plying these wiripes was at the discretion of the Commanding Officer of the
station to which the airplanes were asigned.

Hospatal aircraft carried the v Red Cross on a Glossy Insignia White
dne which was located in the spaces allonted 1o the unit 1D letter on the wing
and 1ail surfaces of the alfcrafl. The bowpital imsignia consisted of five [n-
sgnia Red squares artanged in the form of a symmeirical cross centered in-
sde an Imignia White circumseribed circle. The bength of the Red cross was
30 inches and the diameter of the circumicribed circle 38 Inches. In cases
where the 38 inch hospital insignia could not be applicd due 10 space limita-
thons, the insignia could be modified 1o best conform 1o the area available.
However, the dimenshonal ratios were to be maintained,
AMENDMENT ONE 10 SR-2F

This smendmseat, with an effective date of 28 February 1947, specificd that
the pamse of the air station or the abbreviation of the usit's title could be a
plied 10 the wing and tail surfaces of aircraft in place of the unit identifying
letter symbols when they were awigned

On the vertical tail surfaces, the siee of the letters used for applybng this
marking could be reduced 10 fil the area 1o which it was appléed. 17 the unit
name contained more than ane word, it could be applied using two lines

On the wings, the size of the letters used were 10 be the Bargest of the
Fallowing series: &, 9, 12. 15 or 18 inch. If the name of the unit or stathon con-
tained more than one word, this mame was 10 be applicd in ane line.

When the lass Illrl:: igits of the airplanc’s Burcau Number were used for
visual were 10 be the ire s, and placed in
the locations specified for, the unit aircraft numeral.

Amendment One modified the bocation of the unit identilying letier. The
change was not actually that noticeable, but |1 did occur. As before, the loca-
tion of the letter /s remuained on the 1op susface of the starboard wing and 1he
Bottom surface of the left wing. However, the center pf this marking was to
be placed ai a distance from the wing tip equal 1o one-third of the distance
from the fuselage 10 the wing tip and in a similar location 1o the national air-
craft insignia on the opposite wing. Previously, these letter's were applied in
these locathons & inches In from the wing tip.

The hospital insignia was also modlfl:d n Ameniivent One. The insignia
contined to be the White circle with a Red eross, however, the diameter of
the circumacribed circle of the hospital imsignia as applied 10 the vertical 1ail
serfaces was 10 be 273 of the mean chord of the fin and rudder. The Red
wrouk was 10 be 15/19 of the dismeter of the circumscribed circle. On the
wings, the hospital insignia circumscribed circle was 10 be the same size as the
crcumscribed circle of the national aircraft insignia of the opposise wing.

Douglas R50-2 (56541) displays Naval Alr ‘rrmpoﬂ Service (NATS)
lottering abave cabin windows with NATS lettering on top of the star.
board wing. The NATS insignis appears on tha nose Immedial aft
of the BuNo. The transport carries a natural metal finish with Non-
Specular Medium Green anti-glare panel and is seen during a flight
@vor San Francisco, California, in late 1946. (USN via Jorry anqm

-c?

n {:nnl Gu-\i Sikorsky HNS-\ retums Io 1he |cebreakes NORTH.

IND flight du HIGHJUMP in
uriy 1 A]l ratary wing aircrall, at Ihh time, wore 1o be painted
Glossy Sea Blug. However, the color of this particular HNS-1 is
believed 1o be Non-Specular Olive Drab. (USCG via William T Larking)

Beaing PB-1G (Flying Fortress) showing underwing lettering, averall
natural metal linish and Glossy Orange Yellow wing tiau and luullga
band. The liteboat could b dropped to assist those
the open sea, (USCG vis William T Larkins)




Waearing the “C" of Battle Carrler Alr Group 5 (CVBG-5), an SB2C-5 of
WA-68 makes a haavy landing aboard USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) on
18 February 1847. Piloted by Lt (JG) Otto Kushn, Helldiver is overall
Glossy Sea Blue, “C419" Is Ingignia White. (USN via Stan Kalas)

AMENDMENT TWO - SR-2F of 15 May 1947

Al this time, planes of the Naval Air Transport Service (NATS), were
suthorized 10 carry the NA' igmia on both sides of the lusclage below the
lower rim of the cockpit windows directly below the most forward point of

tion of the windshield with the fuselage. Also at this tlime, Marine
transport aircraft attached to USMC transport squadrons were authorized to
carry  gold reclangle 66 inches x 12 inches, with a 1/2 inch black barder,
bearing the lettering U.S. MARINES in cight inch scarbet letiers. This mark.
Img was to be located in & horizontal posithon on the vertical fin and below the
unit identifying letter/s, Marire airerafl (transport) were also authorized ta
carry the Marine Coeps insignia on both sides of the fuselage below the lower
rim of the cockpit windows directly below the most forward point of the
Junciion of the windshicld with the fusclage.

All Marine aircraft were authorized to carry the Marine Corps insignia on
both sitdes of the fuselage, in liew of any individual squadron insignia, provid-
ed it was placed in the sanse bocation and was the same sire as specified for the
individial squadron insignia, & inches or smaller, Both Marine Corps insignia
and individual squadron insignia could no be wsed al the same time
NEW MATIONAL INSIGNIA

AP X 1, dated 15 May 1947, featured a sel of fine m;
ings and ako introduced the new addition to the US national aircr
signia. An Insignia Red horizontal bar, 1/6 the radius of the national insignia
circumscribed circle, was placed in the middle of the Insignia White rec-
tangles of the natkonal insignia. This marked the return of the color Red 10
the US mational II\\I!III.\ after an absence of some four years.

A few after the addition of the horizontal Red bar to the national
imsignia the air |n|m of the United States received Army-Navy Aeronantical
Specifieation A . which covered ihe requirements governing the size
and location of the mational insignia on the exterior of military aircrafl, In
brrief, the maxinum sice of the national insignia & applicd 10 wing surfac
was 10 be 50 inches with & minimum size of M0 inches excluding the border.
Standard sizes were 10 have Blue clrcbe diameters in multiples of § inches, The
Blue circle diameter selected was 10 have been the standard size closest to, but
ot exceeding seventy-five percent of the distance between the leading edge of
the wing and the aileron cut out a1 the point of application,

e wing insignia was 10 be placed at o distance from the wing tip equal to
one third of the disance from the fusclage to the wing tip and 1angent 10 the
xllenm ut out measured from the center of the insignia, The national in

could be moved inbaard the minimum distance necessary where wing
tip floats of scaplanes interfered, or when space was not available for the
" m specified size,

Fusclage insignia stz called out in the 14 Angust 1947 specification
directed the maximum size to be %0 inches, with a minimum of 20 inches.
Once again, s in the case of the wing invignia, the multiple of # inches ruke
applied, and the diameter selected was to be the standard size which ¢
closest 10, bat not exceeding seventy-five of the hetght of the projection of
the fusclage side ar the point of application.

The fuselnge inslgnia was directed to be placed on exch side of the fusclage,

approximately midway between the trailing edge of the wing amd the leading
edge of the horizontal stabilizer, but in o case coubd any part of the insigsia
be located closer than 35 inches 10 the trailing edge of the wing. The insignia
could, however, be moved forward or to the rear of the midpoint 1o avoid
covering transparent materkal. On patrol seaplancs, the inshgnia was direcied
1o be placed on each side of the bow in such a position .l\ to be completely
visible when the plane was water-borne in normal lo ditioms. The
fuselage imignia could extend over doors and emergency exits, but could not
be extended aver windows or such openings used thiring combaz which would
charge the insignia patiern.

and 3 (VX-3) FAU-A illustrates
revised US lulionul Insignia brought Into use by order of SR-21 Ap-
pendix | dated 15 May 1847. The XC tail letters were ass| to VX-3
in the 7 November 1846 Aviation Circular Latter No. 156-45. F4U is
painted cverall Glossy Sea Blue. (USN via Harry Gann)

Grumman F5F-5N Hellcat of Escort Carrier Air Group 1 calches & wirs
aboard USS BADOENG STRAIT (CVE-116) during 1947, (USN via Harry
Gann)




e

Blug Angels Blue and Gold on the line In 1948 The Grumman FaF-1
Bearcat sorved the US Navy Ilight leam from 1948 1o July of 1948, The
1nam lirst flow the Grumman FEF-5 Helicat from April 1o August of
1846. {John W Caler)

SR-IF AMENDMENT THREE -1 May 1948

New isemy called aut I this third amendment 10 SR-2F were that exter
solar (Glowsy Sea Bliic) was not a requirement on experimental sircraft ex-
aept an seaplancs. This did not apply to production modehs used for ex
petimentation

Branch of service markings and mexdel designation dettering previousdy ap-
ped 1o USN/USMC aircraft in | inch lettering. was directed 1o be increased
insite 10 2 inches, while the airplane Burcan Number stencil was increased
from 2 inches 1o 4 inches.

fon relative to squadrons made is appearance in this

pellcr spinners and the fop 7 inches of the aireraft's fin and rud
e, on both sides were 10 be painted fo designale cach squadron within the

parent air groap. T
Tar Inskgnia Red
Ind - Insignia Whire
3rd squadra Light Blue
4ih squaidron o uml Light Yellow
S$th squadron or unit - Light Green

Hih

Black, outhined with

a White border

¢, special mention was made regarding the color scheme for
or blades. The main rotor was 10 be painted overall Glossy Sea

In addition, Glossy Orange-Yellow warn
board 1hereof on hath sides,
Thit amendment also

A '\I RESERVE 10 be
+h r‘.«unc the words

assigned 1o the Nav
The arresting looks (1ail hooks) were to be painted with alternating Black
h bands for maximum visibil Thits practice had long been
nctheless,

June 1948
A <rv.\a| hakcu enamel paint, AN-E-3, was directed for application over
two coats of zine chromate primer om the halls of seaplanes, This special
coating was 10 extend up the fuselage side 1o a line & inches above the full
ating used on the re

maisder of the airplan,
A baked enamel coating for magnesium wheehs was abso called out. The
color wan 1o be Alircraft Gray over sine chromate.

ANSC AMENDMENT TWO -25 June 1948
Made the maximum diameter for wing national insignia 80 inches, where |t
tad previcusly beens 50 inches

[Right) Consalidated OY-1 of the USCG displaying overall Aluminum
paint with Orangs Yellow wing lips and fuselage band with Black
oullines and underwing USCG lettering. 25 October 1948, (William T
Larking)

Blue Angel's No 3 FAF-1 an the taxi way during a wu air show, Let
tering and numaral 3 is Orange Yellow while Bea calor is
“Blue Angel's Blue" (currently FS 15080). (Jahn w c

iAbove) Number four Blun Angel FBF.1 showing application of 1.5,
NAVY an the underside of the port wing in Grange Yellow, Undersids
of starboard wing carrled no markings. (John W Caler)

(Above) Douglas AD-1 Skyraider of VA-2B in 1048, Letter “M™ was
assigned 1o USS MIDWAY CVB.41 and CVBG-1 ot this lime. Large In.
signia White luselage numbers were common during this period, VA-
2B became VA-25 in Seplember of 1948 than VA-65 in July of 1858,
(4ohn W Caler)




Marine Corps tail codes wore ordered underined in ACL 156-46 to (Below) “Able Mabel" grabs a wire aboard USS KE&NSQRGE (CV-33)
identity USMC amircraft. This VMF-122 McDonnell FH-1 Phantom during carrier qualification trials in 1948, Martin AM- or shows

originally carried the tail let “BC", but later in August of 1048, the extreme alt positioning of Carrder Alr Group 17 H" 1ail code.
squadron wa:

ssigned the "LC™ code. (USMC vin Rowland P GIll)  Squadron is VA-174. Thae unusually small size of individual alreraft
ins)

numbar is carried on the fusslage side. (USN vis Willlam T L

AVIATION CIRCULAR LETTER NO.69-48 - 4 August
1948

Instructions for the upd;
were bed, In 3dd
outlined vari

the visual identification system
1o the assignment of 1l
items relativ

g betters,
he marking of US Navy

squadron were (o be numbered consecutive

0
101-
201
1
201
01

i

e last three digits
T Wentification

each squadron wi
Iy

Post Wadent training ain
nl previoasly

18 other
Headquarters iAbove) Piesecki HAP.1 carries the overall Aluminum varnish paint

scheme during rescus demonstration ai Elizebeth City, NC In 1949,
{USCG vin B R Jocksen)

\.lll.hlr( s, carried the st
\uklm K, FASRON 7
s wete in the for

(Below) Douglas AD-4 Skyraider (123773} of VA-25 circa 1949, Plans

has top portien of lin and rudder palnted Light Green to Indicate 5th

squadron or unil. The seldom seen Brown Panther, VA-25 squn‘lmﬂ

insignia, is visible directly below the cockpit, “C' o

X code letter assigned to CVG6. The bolow the wlneg:r“n |.|.

w28 il 25 Febres ! dicates outslanding parlormance in dive bombing, rocketry and glide
s follows; bombing as shown by small letters “oe. » and aa” adjacent to the “E",

+ A. D SQUADRONS Pllat Is Lt (jg) Matt Musick. (Willlam T Larkins)

CVEG1T (VG

Cve

4]
FACV-19) B

l‘lr new listing
ACL No. 69-48 wer
swcd in
wition of 1
1 was called out

(A slight modif
r as applied 10 the w

V-4 NA*®

VC§ NB*
5 (CVG-5) VO (VAW-1) ND*
& (CVRG-4) VCA2 (VAW-2) NE*

(EVGT) BS
5 Ees 51
-8 (CVG-9) D (PS) v M
1CVG1) v AC (VL Pa
1CVGY) g FAWTULANT (VO LA

15 {CVG-15) A




FEF-1 Bearcat of the ‘Fighting 124" on the flight deck of USS VALLEY
FORGE (CV-45) in May of 1948. Unusual application of the Insignis
White fuselage band just alt of cockpit canopy was for instant dif-
lerentistion between the first and second fighter squadrons onboard
i the time. VF-11A did not have a fusalage band. (USN}

HAS Atlanta, Georgia FEF-5 Hollcat from Escort Carrier Alr Group 56
duting summer deploymant In Miami, Florida in June of 1848, Tail
code “BF” indlcate: * for Atlanta, “F for fighter, and the Intema-
tional Orange fusslage band indicates Reserve. (USN)

F&F-2 Bearcat onboard USS MIDWAY CVB-41 in mid-1846. Letter *
was assigned o Carrier Alr Group 8 when commissioned on 18
Septomber 1848. CVG-8 was short lived, being decommissioned on
28 November 1948. Tip of vartical fin and rudder is painted Insignia
White fo designate the second squadron. (USN)
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FATROL SQUADRONS
VEML, elc. designatiom reveried 1o former designation, (VP, elc)
September 1948,
CD* (A} (VPHL-IZ}  DE
SR (VPAM-2) DR

(VPAM-1)  EB
IVPAM-)  EC
(VPMS.10)  CA

nw 1] EF

o
{VPHL- CF* (AF)

TRANSPORT, UTILITY AND MISCELLANEOUS
SOUADRONS

up

UE

UH

UK

UL

XA
(VRU-1) XH
(VEL-2) ICVLG-1) sﬂ * (SA)

FAETULANT
FAETUPAC
UB* (CHy )
UCH i
UA

1

[}

i

F
i(Lighter tham air) ZW
{Lighter than ain) Z1L

MARINE CORPS SQUADRONS

AIRFMFLANT
AIRFMPAC
AIRFMF \\I SPAC

l!'rll WL

Wk
AD* (PD}
w5

AV® (PA)
AW (AD)
WM

MTACS1 L
MTACS-2 WV (WE)
VMF-118 AE

iH'Il'Ih

l\l)
WI* 51




Marine Corps stunt flying team, the Marine Phantoms, led by Lt Col
Marion Carl, in llight over Fort El Morro, San Juan, Puerio Rico in
1848 Other membars of the team included Capt Dan Johnson, Lt
‘Walt Domina, L1 Vines Marzelo, Lt Louls iglehart and Lt Fred Connal-
Iy. Co-author Doll witnessed thair fine show &l the 51 Louis Afr Age
Exhibition at Lambert Field in late 1948, Alrcraft are McDonnell FH-1
Phantoms; squadron s VMF-122; trim color is Insignia While. (USMC
vin Rowland P Gill

General Motors TBM.3U Avenger (69329) of VU4, circa 1948, is
painted in the target-towlutility airerall scheme lof single sngined air
cralt. This scheme was adopled by order of Amendmant 4 fo
Specification 5R-2e of 6 May 1846. Glossy Sea Blue lusalage, Orange
Yellow wings, horizontal stabilizer and vertical fin with Insignia Red
wing bands and rudder. (USN via William T Larkins)

{Above) Lockheed PV.2 Harpoon from NAS Memphis, Tennesses,
SNR. “M™ for Memphis, “P" lor patrol. Circa 1948 (John W Caler)

(Below) Goodyear FG-1D Corsair from NAS Oakland, Californin.
for Dakland; “F" for fighter, (William T Larkins)




FG-10 Corsair (V-52286) lrom NAS St Louis, Mu!nnli. 1548. Intern,
tional Orange lusslage band indicates R U™ lor St Louls, “F°
for fighter. In April 1948, St Louls had four ligh T squadrons, VF-S4E,
VF-S5E, VF.T5A and VF.T6A. (USN via Jim Sullivan)

SR-20 1 February 1949
£ document was
uary 1947, Basic

ically the same as SR-21, the document
¢ schemes remained the same as ofiginal
changes being called out

of an airplane’s Burean Number may
ifferentiate it fro
1 only

be applied to the
experimental air-
nia on the opposite w
stripes were now directed 10

ed on the Insignia Red stripe in
inches high, The words DANGER DANGER
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the arrow poict
R W

. was now
y poet wing siefaces of 31} L
the natianal ir

Glowsy Insignia White lett
were 10 be applicd

£n on cach side thereol, with
h the Arxius and lettering of DANG

#pes (prop tips) were 1o be applied as follows
Orange-Vellow 4 inch stripe on rear face and
sw four inch stripe on front face

l-rll.-u with a diameter of fifteen foet or greater used siripes measur
g b inches

¥t be painted NS Interiar Green. NS

was previously used in this area
ANA BULLETIN NO. 157C - 10 June I%-W
This list amnounced yet an rs for Alr Force
The L whl Blue became

Blue (ANA-609), Likewise, the Burcau®s
m Gireen (ANA6]

i Hstlng of the gossy colors isied
the Navy appeared in ANA Bulletin No. 166b.

SR-2G AMENDMENT ONE - 12 MAY 1950

rear fuselage ju
lasgest possible acs
foe the letters

ches

The squadion design: pplica
he aircraft’s . This marking was 1o be placed

rectly under the branch of service marking in letters exactly 172 the size of

she brarich of service marking
Reserve aircraft markings came
of service » . NAVY ar MARIS

Amendment One ala. The branch
S was to be applied 1o the fusclage

(Below) NAS Glenview, lliinois based FEF-1 of VF.721, 1950. Resarve
squadrons were assigned single tall letters in 1950, (Eric Lundahl)

Glenview PBY-6A Calalina, 1950 (Eric Lundahl)

{Below] NAS Las Alamitas, California based Lackbied NPV-2 Har
poon of VP.772. The “L” was for Los Alamitos. {Harry Gann)




VP23 {o-VPHL-3) PBAY-2 Privateers. “EH™ tail lottors wore assigned
by ACL No. 69-48 of 4 Augusi 1948 The fuselage propeller warning
siripe was directed by Specification $R-2g of 1 February 1849, (USN
via Harry Gann)

MAS Grosse lle, Michigan FG-1D Cor

iBelow) NAS Minneapolis, Minnesola Besch SNB.-2 (51204) in land
transport overall Aluminum scheme. Aircraft type designator and
branch of service are seen above the serial number. Antiglare panel
is Medium Green (Eric Lundahlj
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Douglas RAD-5 during nrw 1850, Eight of theso wera acquired by the
Coast Guard between May ol nd July of 1844, Alreralt is overall
Muminum varnish with an @ Yallow fuselage band outlined in
Black. The branch of service marking is carried above the windows as
ardered in SA-2G Amendment One. (USCG)

Overall Glossy Sen Blue V5-23 TEM-3 Avengers in flight over USS
CHARR 55-328 in sardy 1950, All lotters and numbers are in Insignia
White. [USN}

Fél-as lormery of VMF-218 (AH) st on Guam awaiting shipment
Back 1o the United States. Planes were being returned to the US as
part of the Fleot Marine Force, Guam, re-deployment took place in
Janwary of 1950, (USMC)




KOREAN WAR

Mll)l TIONAL TAIL LETTE

c w‘\u_ the Republic of Sou

Juily when Air
in and around
first of many missions for the

1 Korea was invaded by forces from
p S i

Kor
e USS \'-\rl!\' FORGE
Pyongyang, northwest of Sex

an crivis the

5, On 20 July 1950, Awi

v better ndded thi
m formed since the advent

w tail letter
he Korean

ter asignments for new Matine €
g the Korcan War, From dan
srtesy of Major Jc

C (Ret), the

VMC-1 ] HME-162 WS
VM1 MW HMR-163  HP
VMO-2 L5 VMA-251 Al

MAMS12 WA MAMS-2) WM
MAMS-16  WW VM4 LW
VMA-IZI  AK VMA-2 MR

MR-I61 HE

FAU-4B Corsair of VF.53 on USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) in mid- 1850,
Alr Group 5 was the lirst naval unit 1o carry out a strike on North
Korea. Tip of the rudder and fin above CVG-5 5" is Light Blus for 3rd
squadron. (USH)

RESERVES INTO ACTION - KOREA 1950-51
nmediately following the United Si
Naval Reserve was called in
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the first anaiversary of the Norih K
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\‘f 113 F-lU-l from USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-4T), 1950, Fin and rud-
ht Blue. Aircrall is overall Glossy Sea Blue with In-

der tips
signia i I

l‘lh! EH. 1 J\I LETTERS - 1950
il letters were

NEW YORK
\!I\ 1

Cdr John “Tex™ O'Neill's F4U-4 Corsair serves as backdrog |

‘Sea deck hands in 1950. VF-113 squadron insignia and name “Li
Lady" can be seen near the windscreen, Cdr O'Neill's name also ap-
poars on fuselage just forward of the VF-113 insignia. (USH)
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F4U-4B Corsair of VMF-214 aboul le launch from USS SICILY
(CVE-118) in 1850, Operating from Sicily on 3 August 1950, VMF-214
becama the first unit of the First Marine Aireraft Wing to engage in
combal operations in Korea when they camried oul 8 rocket and bomb.
ing attack on Chinju. Squadron designation and branch of service |
tering was ordorod applied to USN/USMC aircrall by SR-2g of 12 May
1950, (USMC)

ian of Air Task
a title implying fo

. ch.hl-e ATGs were non-commissioned and
mathon of a special unit 1o meet specific needs, and
erefore of a temporary existence, Congressional limitations were, in
theory, not vic

The fact that ATGs were non-commissioned and also non-official, put
them In the ghoat wnit category and created a number of administrative pro-
blems regarding assignment of s1aff, accounting for personnel, and delivery
of mail. It also meant that they were not listed in the Naval Acromautic
Organization, or in any {abulations which show unit assignment and
allownnces, and antil Tune of 1955, were even omifted from tabulations of

Hable in Asiation History and Unit files
951 0 carly 1959, OF these, two scrved in the Korcan War and were in
e others. The peak of cight ATGs was reached
ntained into 1948, The following Is what is known of the ex

eight ATGs existed

ATG-1 Established in October of 1951, Hegan service in Korea in
December of 1951; disestablished 23 February 19

ATG-2 In existence in June of 1952. Began service in Korea in July 1952
disestablished on | April 1958 (bul was liied in Fleet Locations
Lints into January of 1959,

ATG-3, ATG-4, ATG-181, ATG-162, ATG-201,
midd- 1953 and will be discussed later,

SR-2H — 16 JUNE 1952
The final full scope painting directive issued during the Korean Conflict
was SR-2h, SR-2h was nearly the same as SR-2g of | February 1949,
cerlain new requirements were introduced in SR-2h and the follow.
o run-down on those orders
words US NAVY and the afreraft Burcau Number shall be applicd to
es of the vertical stabilizer on naval aircraft (transport) operating
Military Alr Tramsport Service.
o 1o the propeller warning marking as applied 10 aircraf
nd Moais s clrected in SR:2h. The wond DANICER, x0d the ac-
companying arrows were 10 be superimposed on a stripe of Glossy Insignia
White, 3 itsches in width, The height of the letter and arrow remained at 2 in-

ATG-202 formed after

boom warning marking was ¢
1 ||\I\Ir !||J|In which revolve in a vertical
¢ the tail boom for a distance of approximately 33 in-
f the pl. athon of the blade was applied, Centrally
s band was an Insignia Red arrow of approgriate size,
with the arrow pointing toward the rator blade. Above the arraw, the word
DANGER was 10 be applicd, and below the arrow, the words KEEF AWAY.
These words were applicd using Black paint, and were approximately 2 inches
in height.

ed for helicopters hav-
ine. A Glossy Orange

ne

3

{Below) Grumman F8F-2 Panther of VMF-115 in flight in 1950. Second
Maring Alrcralt Wing, MCAS Cherry Poinl, North Caroling. (USMC)

(Above) VMFN-531 FTF-3N Tigercat on a flight over the east Coast ol
United States in 18950, (USMC)

(Below) Headguarters Squadron One, First Marine Air Wing, in Korea,

acquired a Douglas RAD-5 during 1950, It is finished in the overall
Aluminum scheme for landplanes with Black lettering. Insignia Red
pr;ﬁger warning stripe Is applied just aft of co-pllot's window.
u )




Grumman F9F-2B Panthers of YMF-311 a1 Tonpo in December of
1850. Color ks overall Glossy Sea Blue with an Insignia Red trim color
on the tips of the vertical tail surfaces. (USMC)

(Balow) F4U-5 Corsair of VMF-212 on Tonpo Alrfleld, Korea, on 10
Maovember 1650, The unlt was redesignated VMA-212 by the end of
the Korean War. (USMC)

(Above) VMO-6 ohservation planes on Tonpo Airfield near Hungnam,
FKorea on 6 November 1950, Nearest pl a Consolidated-Vultes
TN-OY-2 and is painted overall Glossy Soa Blus. The other planes are
belioved 1o ba DY.2s and are painted in the USMC land camouflage
schame, Qlive Drab wer Light Gull Gray he
ining alrcrafl. (USMC via Rowland

Gy

Tail rotor blades were 1o be finished In Glossy Orange-Yellow from the
rotor tip 1o & inches from the tip on both sides of the biades, followed by 2 6
inch wide Non-Speeular Back siripe on both sides of the blades, followed by
a 6 inch wide Glossy Crange-Yellow siripe on both sides of 1he blade.

Aijrcrafl having wing-tip tanks with fins installed in sach a manner that the
finy exiended cutboard in a horizontal plane, and which fins are such o
distance from the ground that persannel may walk into them inadvere
were directed 1o apply waming markings, These markings consisied
Cilossy Crrange-Yellow band encircling the fin from the tip 10 a distance
ches inboard from the tip, followed by a Glossy Insignia Red band enc 3
the fin from a distance 2 inches inboard from he tip 10 & distance 4 inches in-
board from the tip.

Naval Attache (ALUSNA) aircraft carried the words UNITED STATES
NAVAL ATTACHE TO (NAME OF COUNTRY) on both sides of the
Tuselage located just under the pelol’s cockpit. For the benefit of foreign per.
sonnel, the same letiering as used above, but worded in the languge of the
country 1o which the Attache was accredited was directed to a placed approx.
imately 2 inches below 1he American inscription. O aircrafl such as the R4D
of larger, the American inscription wa ateud above 1he centerline of
the fuselage with the foreign inscription located below the centerline of the
Fuselage. Also the leitering used on R4D or larger alreralt was 10 be 4 inches
Im height. For smaller aircraf, the letiering wan reduced proportionazely

The Ametican flag was 10 be applied on the underside of the Jelt wirg ag-
proximately under the nircraft mational insigein, as i appeared on the top
side of the wing, The Mag was 10 be centered symmetrically and applied so
that an observer on the ground, with the airplane approaching, we
the flag with the bhue field forward and unid with the stripes exten.
ding outboard. The Mag was 1o be in the proportions of 1.0 fees in width and
1.9 feet in length, in accordance with standard Amer
In no case, however, was the exceed sevemiy-five percent
distance between the Jeading edge of the wing and the aileron ¢
point of application. In all cases, the largest sice Mag which could be ac
modated on the wing was 10 be used,

The flag was also applied to the 1ail
flag was 10 be painted on boih sides
having multiple vertical tail sarfac

view

rfaces of all ALUSNA airc
n sirgle tailed aircraft, and
, the flag wa 10 be applicd only on the
two cutboard sides. The flag on the kit side of the aircrall was applied with
the bluse field farward and the stripes extending aft. The flag on the right side
of the alrcraft was applicd with the blue fickd forward and the stripes esten-
ding afl. The flag on the right side of the aircraft was 1o be applicd with the
biue fiekd aft and the scripes extended forward. The flag was to be centersd
symmetrically on the surface

For RAD and larger aircraft, the flag wa
in length, On smaller agreraf
Ve

be 3.0 feet in width by 5.7 feet
1, the length of the flag was not to exceed
five percent of the chord at one-half the height of the vertical surface

(Left) Six Advanced Training Unit 4 FBF.5 Hellcats in fight on 18
December 1950. (USN via W T Larkins)



from the
fatabilizers)
the <

al sarface. On aircraft with twin vertical surfaces
h of the flag was Aot 1o excoed sevety-five percem of
rd ai ane-half the height of the vertical surfaces

5 of USN/USMC aircraft stayed as before with the np-

the
ikl the 1955 major color scheme
5 Light Gull Gray and Insignia

nskons

f the various colorful squadron desigm are, o
e markings were under no official directive governing
ot measurements and were wiually the brainchild of crewshicfs

Om 1 July 1953, fust twerity days before the ending of the Korean War, a
@ of til letter assignments was pasted. From the Schedule of
| Organization, the following list of then current tail letter

FG

NE

SR-202 - 1 AUGUST 1953
SR-201, a short ten page painting disective hsued in mid-1953 brought

al inting changes relative to the operation of LIS ak
The 1 of these changes was the adoption of a hlgh visibility color
scheme for multi-cngined training aircrafl. Single engined trainers retined

loasy Ovange-Yellow scheme.

“Quick and dirty" should ba the title of this Korean War US Marine Corps
photograph. VMF-323 FAU-IB Corsair (83025) Musirates the results of an
onthe-spot Wil lether o e to position
ancther VMF-323 Corsalr prier to a mission. (USMC via Rowland P Gill)

Maring Training Squadron One (VMT-1) Fall4 Corsair from MCAS
Cherry Point, North Caroling during 1851, This colorful Corsalr
features Light Green fuselage, cowl and wing stripes lo indicate an
instrument trainer. These stripes, outlined with Insignia White, were
appiied al the discretion of the Commanding Officer of the station 1o
which the alrcrall was assigned; per SR-2f (1947). ('d E C Darby)

(Below) Lockheed TO-2 from Naval Test Center, Patuxent River, Maryland
on 13 April 1851, Fuselaga natianal insignia is not applied according 1o
Blua circle.

of Whila s of
Overall natural metal u-llh Black lettering. (USN via W T Larkins)




FiF.28 Paniher of \l'F T21 from NIS Gllnuﬁ'\'. Ilincis Reserve unit in
Might over Korea in 185 for Korea on 20 July 1950
lMIil\llbﬂ!ld Uss BOXE" {CV ?l] Il| March of 1851. Nose trim

n-
{USN

via B R Jackson)

“¥ronne 11" a VF-T91 FAU-4 over Wonsan, Korea in July of 1951, This
Memphis Reserve unil was activaled for Korean War duty on 20 July 1350
and wenl sboard LSS BOXER (CV-21) on 27 March 1851, The tail is tipped
with Insignia White for second squadron. (USN via Jerry Kishpaugh)

(Beicw) Compaosite Squadron 4 (VC-4) FAUSN noses aver during landing ac.
cident on board USS LEYTE (CV-X2) on 3 Novermber 1951. Pilot Is Ensign L
H Resoh. Alrcrall BuNo is 124801, [USN via Jim Sulllvan)

Tollows:

und extend aft 10 about the middie of
cy then terminate on a line eviending aft to the
botiom of tbe horizoatal sabillze faitirg. The colors applicd
10 the wings terminate along the centerline.

SOLAR H T R ECTION S
R-20F directed that all modium and heavy transport alrerafl were to
¢ the Solar Heat Reflection Scheme. Chher types of tramsport and ut
reraft could also be painted in the heat reflecting scheme, af the discretion
af the local €O, provided they predominately operated in areas of high
mperature
ng an R6D ax the example, the solar heat reflecting sche

¢ wis as

The upper sarface of the fuselage was 1o be Glowsy
White beginning at the top formard edp
enclosure and extending afl, splitiing each side of the vestien!
sanhilizer and fading oat in the
tending down on cach side 10 the
The horizantal stabilizer and the m
stabilizer was 1o remain ab

portion f the vertica
s <olr

imately the same colar was to be substitar
would pro

Drvange-Yellow trainers, and Glossy International Ovange and Insignia White
Trainers.

for which rain erosion p
natural back of the applicd pe
rubber-like material which was an
proper thickness is achieved,

SR-202 directed a color scheme change for non-tigid. airhips, The
envelope (gas bag) remained Alumimum color, but the cantrol car was b be

painted Glossy Sea Blue, All nII|rr markings remained 1h e, This change
was also called out for free balloons.

4
ective fi This fimish was,
I is applied in many coating




F2H-2 Banshee (123256) al MCAS Cherry Point, North Carolina car-
ries 1ail letters assigned in Augus! 1848 and branch of service and
squadron markings ordered in May 1950. VMR-252 Curtiss RSC-1s
(C-46s) aro in the background. (USMC via Rowland P Gill)

Nineteen fifty thres voon became just another year, and with it the passing
of the forty-second year of United States Naval Aviation. The developments
during these fortydwo years would astound even the mowt progressive
ihinkers, Aloag with the brilkant mechanical snd scientific progres ac-

of color and markings terned out 1o |-¢ Color had
srposes of concealment 10 technical coatings for ant-
o, ha & 10 concenlment, even in the highly advanced 1960s, 19708

In 1953, the United Siates managed 10 cool a bot war in Korea, and
America again prepared foe a time of peace, although It was be an unsasy
peace...

(Right) Reserve Group 102 onboard the USS BON HOMME RICHARD
[CV-31) during their tour in Korean waters from 30 May 1o 30
November 1951. Onboard at that time were VF-781 (Los Alamitos) in
F8F.2s, VF-783 (Los Alamitos) In F4U.-4s, VF-874 (Oakland) in F4U-4s,
and VA-S23 (St Louis) in AD-2s. Also onboard was VC-3 In FAU-5Ns;
WC-11 in AD-45, and VC-35 in AD-45. (USN)

(Below) NAS Darver based VF-713 F4U-4 over Korea. VF-713 was activated
for Korean service on 1 February 1951 and wen! aboard USS ANTITAM
(CV-36) on 15 October 1651 and rotated 5 March 1952, Insignia White trim is
on vertical tall surfaces and propaller hub. LCdr R L Doering, commanding.
(USN vla Jim Sullivan)



(USMC via Rowland P Gill)

(Left) FAU-4 Corsairs of NAS Los Alamitos based
Resarve fightor squadron VF-783, Squadron wore tall let-
ter “0" while oparating as part of CVG-102 during their
four in Korean waters. Tip of vertical tail surfsces are
painted Insignia White for second squadron. Prop hubs
also carry Identifying color. (VU7 via W T Larkins)

HEDRON One FTF-3P Tigercat in flight over Koroa dur-
Ing May of 1952. (USMC via Rowland P Gl




7 MARINES

HMR -

[Above) HRS-1 helicopters of HMR-161 during OPERATION ROCKET
al Pa -0, Ko 1 Augusi 1952 These machines carry good ex-
amples of helo m g% of the period. (USMC via Rowland P Gilly

(Right) McDonnell F2H-2P Banshee of VMJ.1 in Korea, 1953, VMJ1
became a photo squadron in February 1852, llying 5,025 combat mis-
siens. Tip tank marking is Insignla Red outlined in White, (USMC via
FAowland P Gill)

(Balaw) VMA-332 (MR) F4U-4B Corsairs with White bands and H.d polka
dots. VMA-332 replaced VMA-312 onboard USS 115 on B
June 1953 Pholo taken on 27 July 1953, the las! day of tha Korean War.
(USMC via Rowland P Gill)




POST KOREAN WAR

an Conflict was signed on 27 July 195, en
The United States Armed Forces onee ag
.Ilelnll shores.

ere will beiig formed, as mentioned prev
o1 1951 ATO-181 ras sl Bt by the ¢
ups waild in the LIS Navy
they appeared they would w is & lisaing of all Akr Task Groups
formed except For ATG-1 and ATG-2, covered catlier. ATG-D formed in
Nevember of 1954, etablished in March 1955, disestablished in April of
1348

The Amm
ding three
returned home 1o

itter years of war.

saTY

Established in November 1953,
1958,

82 Appears in Fleet Logations
exablished in thar  mon
but disapy

Disestablished 1%

2 in July 1955 aud pro-
no  inform
% from Fleer |Ib\_\|||\|n in

n 1954, Established in June of 1945,
November of 1958, Disappears from Fleet
dovember of 1958
02 First appears in Fleel Locations during June of 1955

ry

craft weee sl under the re
alt retaining their
Blue color scheme. It umlld be another two years before a major
nge in paint schemes would appear on US Naval niscraft. The only major
dhange cocaring during thess wo years was the model designation change for
sinships. The change was made to conform with the designations for heav
: aft, The envelape desig were replac.
er's letters, St and letters were
applicd and the patrol
benarine classe
the 7 for Goodyear
April 1954
Apeil 1954, the Chief of Naval tions (CNO) approved Project
erafl carrier improvement program, which provided for the in-
1 of an angled deck, enclosure of the bow for improvement
s, and many other changes that would modernize all
ed under Project 2TA. (Praject 27A had been
o of ESSEX clams carriers. Prin

N became the ZPB-1 and the ZPIK
change became effective of 19

I VF-016 illusirate extreme
alt positioning of the Reserve hmlnne band. (Erc Lundahl via Harry Gann)

changes being srengthening of the flight d
hydraulic catapul
Tuel storage, peow

ing a major

VC-35 AD-3 Skyraiders in ilight over San Diego, California in March of
1952, brackoting two AD-40s of the same unil. Application of NAVY on
undarside of wings is visible as are siternating bands of Black and White
tail hooks. (USN via W T Larkins|




(Above) Douglas R5D-4Z “VIP" transport with highly polished natural
matal axtorior. Fleet Logistic Alr Wing insignia and Marine Corps
Commandant's four star Scarlel and Gold placard are carried below
the cockpit. Propeller tips are Insignia Red, White and Blue., Alrcrall
was assigned to VR-1 (RP) when this photo was taken in March 1952,
{USMC via Rowland P Gl

Example of Resarve band applied to HUP-2 helicopier based 8l NAS Glen-
view, lllinois. Band is ango wi P
overall Glossy Sea Bluae. (Erle Lundahl via Harry Gann)

VMA-312 F4U-4B Corsair, flown by Captain Richard S Togerson, USMC,
fan inta trouble onboard the USS BAIROKO (CVE-115) on 11 April 1952,
Insignia White sg i i ling giving ¥ to
squadron's . VMA-312 was
redesignated from VMF 1o VMA on 1 March 1952, (USMC via Rowland P
Gill)




ILami Jap-n based an-zss F-m:luua RAQ-1 Flying Baxcar n:a?aenn

MIMMMMDM of 12 lllg' ‘350 N\lm-rll! on nose, 736, are the Ilsk
three digits of the BuNo. (USMC via Rowland P. Gilly

VMF-235 FaU-4 being off-loaded lrom the carrior US5S CAPE EX.
PERANCE [CVE-88) onto NAS Ford Island, Paarl Harbor (TH]. This Cor-
salr was part of lorty.four FAU Corsairs thal were delivered 1o MCAS
Kangohe on 14 March 1952 to give the newly reactivaled air station its initisl
alrcraft. Trim colors are Light Yellow. (USMC vin Rowland P Gill)

Standard Resenve markings are applied 1o these four VF-685 FEF-5s Hellcats
from Columbus, Ohio on 12 July 1952 while the squadion was on summer
Iraining exercise at Miami, Florida. N.IW and name oi city the squadron

Mary 1950 Ona to

SR-2g. (USN via Jerry Klzhmunh;



V5-871 Grumman AF-25 Guardian over the Golden Gate Bridge on 14
Fabruary 1953. Oakland was one of several Reserve bases that shared letter
asslgnments with other stations during the early 50s; NAS Jacksonville,
Florida also corried the letter “F* on their Resarve abn L {USN via Jerry
Kishpaugh)

{Below) FEF-5P Halicats during April of 1953 from NAS Pensacola, Florida
with Orange Yellow wing lips, rudder and prop hub. White “NATTCan
P rboard wing with smaller example of same

£
lettering painted on vertical fin with station name PENSACOLA directly
undemeath, Overall color is Glossy Sea Blue. “NATTCen" Is acronym for
Naval Air Technical Training Center, (VFP-63)

NAVY

DAKLAND

(Balow) Jacksonville, Florida Reserve AF-25 Guardian carrying the letie
“F" which it shared with NAS Oakland, California, The sun and salt air has
oukdized the Glossy Sea Blus to nearly a non-specular finish. (Clay Janssonf

(Below) Lockheed TV-2s of ATU-200 from Naval Auxiliary Alr Station
Kingsville, Texas in August of 1853. Medium Green anti-glare panls
are carriad both In fronl of the cockpit cancpy and on the inside sur-
laces of the wing tip tanks were directed by SR.202 of 1 Augus! 1953,
Nose rademe coaling was alse coversd in SR-202. (USN via Jerry
Kishpaugh)

o
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Ovorall Glossy Sea Blue F4U-4
Corsair belonging to Com.
mander Alr Group 17 (CAG |'ﬂ
LCOR Stanley ‘Sweda’ Vi
All latiers and numae
White. Summer 1945,

Goodyear NFG-1D Corsalr of
Reserve VF- at NAS St
Louis in overall Gilo:
Blue with Intemational Orange
numerals, letters, and tall band
on the fuselage. Letters and
numarals on the tail are In
White.

FEFAB Boarcat of VFAT in
overall Glossy Sea Blue with
Yellow numerals and letters in
late 1946,

Hatural metal Douglas SBD-6 Dauntless of the Naval Air Transport
Command, San Francisco, Calliomia, 1946. (William T Larkins)




Douglas llln 5 with newly applied solar heal reflectin
& directed by SR-202 of 1 August 1853 Lt
HEDRON Onn Korea. (USMC via Rowland P Gilly

(Abova) General Motors built TEM-3E Avenger from the Reserve base at
Akron, Ohio, Tail lotter L™ was shared with NAS Los Alamitos, Callfor-
nin. {Eric Lundahl vla Harry Gann)

Insignia White
r5 “AZ" are for

~\\1\\ R = - B

(Below} North American FJ-1 Fury attached to Reserve base Olathe, Kansss
The wisible on the rear fuseiage.

{Eric Lundahl via Harry Gann)

(Below) FSF.Ts Panthers ol VF-21 in flight, Dctober 1953, This squadren
‘was awarded AirLant Battle Elllr:lmr Pannant on 6 Oclober 1953 for sal
ting new records for jot aquipped squadrens, LCdr G D Acker was in com
mand at the time. Trim color Illlniqml Red indicating the lirst squadrea.
(USN vin Jerry Kishpaugh)




|Above} Colorful FOF-5F Panther of VMCJ-3 oul of MCAS El Toro,

Cafifornia during 1954. Tail letters are “TN", trim colors are an In-

signia Blue field with Insignia White stars outlined with a border of  (Below) USS TARAWA (CV-40) Is scene of VF-102 tlight deck action in
Insignia Fed and White. Overall color of plane is Glossy Sea Blus. March of 1954, Tip of fin and rudder on the Panthers is Insignis White.
[USMC via Rowland P Gilf) {USN via Harry Gann)

thair G Marlin seaplane callod FIH3 B 1 VF-31 1 :

D 1 srch anc rescuo misson af USCG statlon ai Elizaboth Ciy,orth 213 Bamhaes af VF-31 iying over Midway (CVA-41)during June of
Curlina In January of 1654. Orange Yellow stripe around fuselage with 155" T of the Banshoas camy the experimental natural matal finish and
ovarall Alminum varnish paint schame, (USCG) Ineignia Red trim color.

K




US Coast Guard PEM-35 Mariner fly.
ing out of San Francisco. It is painted
overall Glossy Insignis White with
Orange Yellow fuselage band. The
engine cowls are Olive Drab.

Naval Alr Transport Service [NATS)
RED-2 in natural metal with a Medium
Grean anti-glare panal, and Black let.
ters and numbars.

F8F-1 Bearcal ol VF.124 aboard
VALLEY FORGE at Sidney, Australia
in May of 1948. Overall Glossy Sea
Blue with White lettors, numbers, and
fuselage band. The Red Bar was add-
od to the national insignia as of May
1947

Overall Glossy Sea Blue Douglas AD-2 Skyraid
Coral Sea (CVB-43), Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
Kalas collection)

of VA-EB oll USS Ow
uary 1948, (Stan Fr
(W

Il Glossy Sea Blue Douglas AD-20 Skyraider of VC-150 at San
sco, California, 30 October 1849, Pilol is Englan W B Whitten.
liliam T Larkins)




Glossy Sea Blue F5F-5N Hellcat nightiighter of
Escort Carrier Alr Group 1 off BADOENG STRAIT
(CVE-116)

In 1847,

r NFG-1D of VF-TBA from
NAS St Louls. Overall Glossy Sea
Blue, this Corsair carries White let.
ters and numbers and the Intern,
tional Grange rear fuselage band of a
reserve unit,

An overall Glossy Sea Blue USMC McDonald FH.1
Phantom ol VMF-122. All letters and numerals ars
White. Marine Corps tall codes were ordersd
underlined in ACL156-28.




[Above) FOF-5 Panthers of CVG-B an the line at NAS Oceana, Virginia
fn 1954, Mixture of color schemes is evidenl. Both the Navy and
Marine Corps experimented with unpainted clear coated schemes,
beginning with the directive of 28 April 1952 (Aer-AE-421, Serial
08821). Unpainted schemes proved unsatisfactory in the salt air and
ware cancelied on 16 February 1955, Trim color on these Panthers is
Light Yellow. (USN)

{Below) FTU-3 Cutlasses altached to FASRON-12 al NAS Mirmar, Califee-
niln in Fabruary 1954. Al this ti y Q) ing} located ot
90 16 the centarding of the fuselsge. Laler, in Septembar 154, MIL
61404 (ASG) called for the naticnal insignia applicatien on swop! wingsd
aircralt to be placed in such i the wing that the li gt

top of the star poi o Tormed by
the constant fifty pi i of the wing
center of the star. {Arthur Schoeni)

F.’ : ~

izod NAVY
port wing. Maximum size was to be 30 inches. (Eric

(Abave) NAS Glonview, [Ilinois F2H-1 Banshi il
applied to the underside
Lundahl via Harry Gann)

12 F9F-6 Panther with colortul Insignia Rod and White noss
trim and Red tip of fin and rudder. The leading edge of the wings wen
painted aluminum, (Harry Gann)




Mbowe) NAS Pensacola, Florida T-288 Trojan in overall Glossy Orange  (Below) FOF-8 of VF-13, part of Alr Task Group 201, Insignia White stars on
Tsbow 25 specified for singlo engined trainers In 1954. Medium Green anti:  Light Blus trim. Wing lips. bottom of nose and disgonal band across top of
garn and oxhaust panal, with Black lettering are carried. (USN via W T :mbm and wing were also Light Blue. ATG-201 was formed in 1954 but not
Larkims) orrraaily J 11855, dis in 1958,

[(Harry Gannj

|kbove) VMA-323 in their colorful marked FBF-5 Cougars during 1954,  (Below) TN-OY-1 from the Maval Missile Range at, Foinl Mugu,
Trim color is Light Green oullined in White, (Clay Jansson) Calitornin. Overall Glossy Sea Blue paint, (Harry Gannj




Lockheed NPV.2 Harpoon of VP-772 oul of NAS Los Alamilos. Overall
Glossy Sea Blue with , and an
Orange Reserve Band behind the National Insignia.

Besch SNB out of NAS N in the
overall Aluminum land transport scheme. Anti-glare panel is Madium
Green. numbers and letters are Black.

USCG Douglas RAD-5 painted In overall Aluminum vamish. Fusslags
band Is Orange Yellow, and Lelters and numbers are in Black.

Vaught FAU-5 Corsair, CAG CVG-4, MIDWAY (CVB-41) during 1850
Med Cruise. Squadron colors of Blue, Red, White, Blue and Yellow QOverall Glossy Sea Blus Vought FAU-4 Corsalr of VMA-312 sbowt
are carried on the lop of the tall. (Fred Drinkwater) BAIROKO [CVE-115) off Korea during 1852. (USMC)
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Fau-4 of VMF-214 ‘Black
Sheep' off SICILY [CVE-118),
Korea, 1951. Overall Glossy
Sen Blue, the numerals and lel-
ters are Insignia White as are
the fifty strike markers, lour
tank markers and the E for Bal
tle Efficiency. Painted in front

nant,

USMC Vultea TN-OY-2
6 Novem 50. Ove
and numarals.

USMC FTF-3P Tigercal of HEDRON OME, Korea, May
1952, Overall Glossy Sea Blue with White Letters and
numarals.

“Blue Tail Fly", FSF-5 Panther of VF-153 off PRINCETON (CV.37), May

1953, Front of “Fly’ is natural metal with Black lettering and rear per-

on ls Glossy Sea Blue with White lettering. “Blue Tall Fly” is Light
ue.

WCEVERSA' of VF-111 off the
FRINCETON (CV-37), successor 1o
i “Blus Tail Fly”, the front of this
FiF-5is Glossy Sea Blue and the rear

of the E Is the Squadron in
signia, & Presidential Unit cita-
tion, and the Efficiency Pen-



Douglas FAD-2 Skyknight of VF-14 leaves deck of USS INTREFID

(CVA-11) on @ November 1054, “High Hal" squadron was part of Alr Task

Group 201 at this time. Trim color s Light Yellow. The CVA designation 1Bomnaocn.|ns-1 at USCG Air Station, Elizabeth City, th c-mm.
CV and CVE designations on 1 October 1 cvL 16 Jan minum

was discontinued 15 May 1959, {The Hook VF 02053, USN Photo) with a biack anti glare panel. Audders are While. (USCG)

" "
I*

HO45-2G during Yellow
on 18 Juna 1951. All rotary winged aircrafl were 1o recelve this scheme.

E" i (Harry Gann}




A NEW COLOR e e
SCHEME '

MIL-C-1826 3 AER) 23 FEBRUARY 1955

On 16 February 1955, am advance letter, Aer-AE-421 was sent 1o all con- Aer-AEA2Y abw called for the cancelation of & previou Bureau of
rmed parties in Naval and Marine Corps Aviation announcing the distribu- Acronautics letier Aer-AE-421, il 08821 of 29 April 19 his letier had
1m0l 3 new palnting docurment. This document, MIL-C-18363Aev, was  called for the evaluation of inpainted Mghter aircraf for &
prepared after several years of careful study of camouflage schemes for car-  parently this was an attempt ai the unification of all United States Abrcraft
it basied combat aircraft, For the fira time since the close of World War 11, and had proved unsatisfactony for Navy and Marine Corps aireraft due 10 the
Ihe Uiniied S1ares Mavy and Marine Corp began a complete modernimtion high rate of corroskon encountered a1 sea, even though Navy and Marine air-
peogram of paint schemes for operational aircrafi. craft were provided with a clear lncguer overcaating.

Listed below are the hasic color schemes as they appeared in MIL-C-18263( Aer)

Adtack (VA) Light Gull Gray Helicopters (H}
Insignia White Cargo unboading (HC) NS Light Gull G
Fighter (VF) ght Gull Gray Observation (HO) NS Light Gull G
Imsignia White Transport (HR) NS Light Gull Gray
Marine Observation NS Olive Dvab Submarine Search and
LandplanestV () Attack (HT) NS Light Gull Gray
(Exeepl helicopers) G Insignia White Traimer (H' i Owange Yellow
Parral (VP) S0 Seaplane Gray L y (HI NS Light Gull Gray
Tramsgort Landplanesi ¥R} Aluminum Target Drone (KD} G Imignia Red
¥ Insignia White Drone Cantrol (KDY G Orange Yellow
Trangart Seaplanes (VR) 56 Seaplane Gray G Insignia Red
Trainer (V1) — Lamdplane G Engine Gray
H:ndarmlln: Engine G Orange Yellow Airships (ZP)
Maltireciprocatin L G Imernational Orange Putral and Escort Aluminam — Envelope
G Insignia White NS Light Gull Gray — Car
Trainer (£T} Aluminum — Envelope
SG  Seaplane Gray NS Lipht Gull Gray — Car
G Orange Yellow Free Balloos
(Truiner) (£T) Aliminum — Emvelope
Imermediate G Inernational Orange NS Light Gull Gray — Car
G Insignia White Search (25) Alaminum — Envelope
G Orange Yellow NS Light Gull Gray — Car
G Orange Yellow " iy
G Enginc Gray o e
G Insignia Red
Aluminum

5G Seaplane Gray
50 Seaplane Gray

F7U-3 Cutlass of VF-124 onboard HANCOCK (CVA-18) in Sep! mbluﬂ
1955. The carlor Alr Group 12 “0™ and all Black as.
B0 o S ik the tall Insignia with Orange Yellow skull and crossed :uuuuu‘ iU&Nr

® J
D

= N__Ayy
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HUP:1 of NAS Glenview in overall Glossy
Sea Bluo with an International Grange band,
and White lettering and numbers.

Lockhesd TV-2 of Advanced Training Unit /
200 (ATU-200} In overall Natural Metal with

Black numbers and letters. Antlglare
panels in front of windscreen and on inside
of wing tanks are Medium Greon,

AD-E Skyralder of Vi
Alr Task Group 181
ing FORRESTAL's O
bean shake down e
January of 1058 i
March 1988, On
Glossy Sea Blus

‘Whils Numbers an|
lers and Glossy fni
tional Orange trim,

Grumman FF-8 Cougar of VF-13 Air Task Group 201 (ATG-201).
Overall Glossy Sea Blue with Light Blus and White trim, and White
latters, numaerals and stars.

de Havilland UC-1 OMter of VX-4 during OPERATION DEEPFREEZE
wearing the special Arctic scheme of overall Aluminum trimmaed with
International Orange, and Black letters and numbars,



FTU-3 Cutlass of \l'F 124 ol Carrler Alr Group 12 aboard HANCOCK

(CVA-18), wearing the new Ligh! Gull Gray over Glossy Insignia g
White. All Ie“dlinn and numerals are Black, and the squadron In- .
signia is Crange Yellow on & Black field. Vi

[esglas FAD-1 Skyray of UC :! out of Moffet Fleld in May of 1856,
Schma b the new Light G or Glossy Insignia White with
Bick letlaring. Band on upnr Il|l Maroan with White stars,

Grumman FIF-8T Cougor of VF-124 in overall Glossy Insignin White  Lockheed T2V.1 in overall Glossy Insignia White with Fluorescent
kinmed In Fluoresceni Red Orange, San Francisco, Callfornia, 1960.  Red Orange trim at NAS Miramar, Calitornla, in April of 1862, (Jerry

Harrison Rued] Kishpaughi

Vought FBE Crusader of VF-141 off CONSTELLATION (CVA-84).carry-  McDonnel FEH Demon of VF-181 olf ORISKANY (CVA. 9.!. 1963,
Iag Ihe now standard USN schema of Light Gull Gray over Glossy In-  [Bude Don
igela White, 1963. (Bude Donalo)




Vought AU-1 Corsair with Lt Col John Holt, USMC, in the cockpit in March
of 1856. The Light Gull Gray over Glossy Insignia White scheme was nat
ovarly comman to the Corulr The Elsck lnll-gl-re pulwl broke up any

MCAS

El Tora, Califernia (Clay Januonr

esigned for carrier
1l Gray and Glossy

the NS Lig
1 the lower &
nka Whit

be painted in
At this time the approved f
weed for glass fibe

were 10 be painted Glossy Ir 1 White,

e painted NS Light Gull Gray, b

rwo \fMF 115 FAD-1 Skyrays with noteworthy undemurlsce lettering. T

0 the rear has pplied, while the lams
nlru-ﬂ has tha | Ienoﬂng reversed, Tail and wlng llp slms ang Imsignia Aes
White and Blue, “AE" Is the tall modex. (Harry Gann)




{Above) VMIF-122 F.J-2 Furies in flight on 6 December 1954 in the experimen-
Il natural metal scheme that was used from April 1852 until February of
1655, A few adrcraft irom each lqu-dmlmum the unpainted finish which

All anti-submarine warfare aircraft would employ the carrier seheme, if
the aircralt was designed Tor carrier operatioms. I the alecralt was solely
designed for land operations, they would incorporate (he color scheme of
patral planes. All helicopters were exeenpt from this particular paint scheme,

Al utifity aircraft, landbased, remained in the aluminum finish as preserib-
ed in SR-202. Utility adreralt that were wsed for the purpose of target towing
retained the same color scheme s stated in Amendment 4 SR2E, 6 May
946, except that the Glossy Sea Blue color wan replaced with Glossy Engine
Giray. This same color scheme was alao 1o be used for drane comtrod aircral

(Bolow) More VMF-122 Furies. this time the F.J-3. The overall Glossy Sea
Blue bain ok

as they fly over the Neuse
River near Oriental, North Caralina on 3 April 1956, Date of phote would in-

p Iacquer. Fusalage stripes, nose
markings were Ligh! Green and White. (USMC via Rowland P GIll)

dicato that VMF.122 was some fourteen months late in offecting the
schema directed in Fabruary of 1855, (USMC via Rowland P
Gill)



Douglas TA-B Skywarrior of VAH-123 wearing Light Gull Gray over  Grumman HU-16C Albatross in the Search and Rescus scheme, 1964,
Glossy White schame with Fluorescent Red Orange trim. The warmn-  NAHA on the upper tall has a definite orental flavor, (Jerry
ing trim on the engine intake is Insignia Red. 1963 (Bude Donato) Kishpaugh)

s Sim. Bl -
ST -

=

Douglas TA-4F Skyhawk belongs to Commander Mari
Group 32 (MAG 32), 1868. Trim color on the aircrall Is Black, howw
the trim color on the drop tanks is Dark Blue. (Duane Kasulka) in Coast Guard Blua (No 41). USCG 1871. (Hidek| Yamauchi)

@ Aircraft  Coast Guard HU-16D Albatross In overall Gloss Insignia White, rim.
r, med in Coasl Guard Red (No 40). The amall stripe alt of the cockpit Is

{Above) Vought DF-8F Crusader of VC-8, 1969, The fuselage Is Engine
Gray, the wings are Orange Yellow and the tall is International
Orange. Lettering and numerals are in both Black and White, (Duano  (Below) Douglas A-4C Skyhawk of VA-305, USN Reserve, 1871, Trim is
Kasulka) Dark Grean and White with stylized tall latters in Black. (Harry Gann|




Al aircraft used in training were (o carry n special paint scheme thar would
i in idenification in heavy traffic areas and enhance safety in flight. In the
saut, some of the training aircraft were aluminum, and others carried train-
ich ressilted in added problems during overhaul and repair.

Under MIL-C-18263si Aer), all single reciprocating engine, primary jet and
Belicopter alrcrafl used in training were 10 be painted all over Glossy Orange
Vellow, excepa for anti-glare areas. All multi-reciprocating engine and jet as-
* inull used i training were 1o be painted in Glossy International Orange and
* Glomsy White color schemse. In the event that either of these mircraft were us-

by both the Training Command and Operational Commands, the aircraft

weuld be painted in the training colors, regardless of the assignment. All
wmbat aircrafl uved in training would retain their comban colors.

Al utility landplanes that operated in heavy air traffic aseas, and than did
o carry the high visibility Glossy Intermational Orange and Glossy White,
 oould apply this color scheme locally when authorized by the Commander
| Nir Force, Atlamiic or Pacific Fleet; Chief of Naval Alr Reserve Training: or
18 cxie of aircraft assigned to an pir stasion, the Chief of the Bureau of
Asoasstis

A mew color seheme lof aircraft operating in the Arctic arca was ntroduc-
i MIL-C- 18263 Aer). When authorired, o paint scheme of Glossy Inter-
mtioral Orange applied 1o all il and fuselage surfaces measured from the
wreme tail end of the airplane for a distance of thirty percens of the tolal
g of b aircraft, and on the top and battom surfaces of both wing tips,
imimding inboard from each wing tip a divtance equal to fifteen percent of

e wing span. The National Insignia on the fuselage and wings could not be
l marlapped by the Glossy International Crange, but the reverse was permit-

S The insignia coukd nat be aliered in size or location with the application
[ ol this paint scheme. The balance of the aircrafi was 10 remain in the color
poictibed for the aiscrafl type. The main purpose for this paint scheme was
it in the spotting of downed aircraft agains a snow backgroand. This
il scheme exclsded all helicopters; however, helcopters using the Arctic
vkt schemse were painted allover Clossy International Orange except for
e that required extensive masking, These areas remained in their basic
color scheme for ease of application.

The solar heat reflection paint scheme described in SR-202 for all medium
8 heavy tramsport planes remained unchanged in MIL-C-18263s(Avr).

All warning aircral h were designed for carrier operations were
puisied in the carrier aircraft color scheme of NS Light Gull Gray and Glossy
Iigaia Whise, All others were 10 be painted in the patrol plane color scheme
o over all Seaplane Gray,

i B0t operating with the Arctic color scheme, were 1o be
5 Light Gull Gray, with the exception of those used in

Allairships, patrol and escort, trainer, free balloon and search remained in
their peeviows Aluminum color for the envelopes, but the cars would now
gy the Light Gull Gray color

All jeems such as belicopter blades, engine cowhings, hubs, spinnen, etc,,
mined the same as described previowsly.

Dounl.n F4D-1 Skyray of VC-3 al NAS Moflfett Field, California, 19 May
1856. Band across lall surlaces s Glossy Maroon as directed by
MIL-I-18384{Aer) of 9 March 1955 I‘or vC wuldnml (Wilkiam T Larkins}

[Above) Markings can be seen to full sdvaniage on this Oakland
Reserve FAU-4 Corsair in Seplember of 1956, (William T Larkins)

(Below) USCG PSM-2G Marlin T tail’ from the Coast Guard Air Sta-
tion, Elizabeth City, North Carolina in Oclober 1356, The anti-glare
panal is Medium Groen. (USCG)




{Above) “Green Pawns™ AD-6 Skyraiders on llight deck of FORRESTAL (Balow) VX-6's most lamous alrcrall, “QUE SERA SERA", the REDE
(CVA-58) in '\Iﬂy 1956 during its Caribbean Shakedown Cruise. Tip of the  which landed at the South Pole on 31 Oclober 1955, Arctic {paint schame with
vertical fin: of VA-42 AD-Bs nge.  the solar reflecting top is carried. ('d E C Darby)

That this Islpauhd of change-over bﬂwnlhcnidandm seheme s ob-

wvious. Eight squadrons comprised Alr Task Group 181 onbeard CVA59 at

this time. (Douglas vin Harry Gann)

oL

{Abave) Norh Amarican FJ- Fury of VMF-451, insignia Blue trim wl‘hln (Balow) Martin XPEM.1 Seamaster on 11 Seplember 1956 carrying the
signia White stars on the new Standard Gray/White scheme. 23 Novernbe over Insignia

1956, (VMJ-1) This schemn was HIMWIMM{W‘W&.QHIHFM“ 1955, (USN

via Harry Gann)

Lé!




Vartol HUP-1 fram MCAS EI Toro, Calitornia in overall Glossy Orange
Yellow scheme in 1957. Specializing in helicopters, Plasecki changed
its nama o Vertol Alrerati. (Clay Jansson)

MIL-1-18464{ AER) 9 MARCH 1955

O March 1955, a new directive covering the markings, and the markings
alone, was dispasched 1o all Naval and Marine Corps departments concerned,
LUp until this time, all markings and painting information for the MNavy and
Murine Crops had been carried, more of less, under a single documend, such
1 5RIk, SR2g, ctc. Now there would be two separate documents issued, one
for markings under the code of MIL-1-, and one for painting under o code of
MIL-C. These decuments became known as MIL specs, short for Millitary
Specification

Under MIL-1-18464 Aer), dated 9 March 1955, all heavier than air aircrafy
were {0 be marked in the following manner

The fuselage markings were to be positioned, insofar as was practical, so
that all leiters and numerals on the fuselage and vertical tail surfaces would
be perpendicular 1o the fuselage reference line. All identifying information
that was 10 be Jocated on the under surface of the wings, except the National
Alrcrall lnsignin, was 10 be applied so that it could be read from left o right
when anding in front of or facing the aircrafi, On swept-back wings and
sy of variable sweep, all letiers and numerals were to be applied sym-
meirkally along the $0 percent comstant chord line as was required for the
Mational Imignia,

BRANCH OF SERVICE

The branch of service marking was to be applied o all aireraft, except in
the case where it was known in advance that a particular aircraft was intend-
ed for e by the Marine Corps. This note was intended for the information
of the marufactarer in the process of readying an aircraft for defivery to the
wrvice.

The location of the branch of service marking on the fuselage was 1o be on
beeh sides of the alreraft, just forward of the empennage. The size of the let-
fering was to be the lnrgess size possible that could be accommodated on the
alreraf. Selection was 1o be from the following standard sizes: 12, 16, 20, 24,
30 and 38 inches. Location on the wings was to be on the under surface of the
left wing, and as far outboard as possible om all aircraft except those intended
for carmier use, and patrol aircraft which were painted White on the underside
of the wing in accordance with MIL-C-18263s(Aer). No branch of service
unit identi letters or numerals appeared on the underside of the wings,
only the National Insignia and any small maintenance markings needed. Size
i b0 be 24, 30 o7 36 inches for the word NAVY and 12, 16, 20, 24, 30 or 36
Inches for the word MARINES. Once again, sire depended on the aircrafl
and was 10 be the largest possible that could be accommodated.

The branch of service for all US Navy and US Naval Reserve aircraft was
f0 consist of the word NAVY. For all aircraft operated by the US Marine
Conps and Marine Corps reserve, the word would be MARIS All aircraft
Hhat were joinily operated by the two services, the word was 10 be NAVY,

[Righty AD-6 of VA-65 over Mount Full in November of 1958, The
“FIRST OF THE FLEET', VA-65, was flying from MIDWAY (CVA-21) &t
the tima. Trim colors on 502 ware Light Green to designate the fifth
squadron. (Stan Kalas)

(Below) Grumman FSF-88 Cougar flown by Blue Angels leader Cdr
Zeke Cormier In 1958, (Harry Gann)

{Above) FAD-1 Skyray attached to Fleet All Weather Training Unit,
Pacilic (FAWTUPAC) on 16 Novembaer 1856. Horizantal control sur-
faces wore painted Insignia White. Light Gull Gray and Insignia White
scheme applied to ‘Ford” with a Medium Gr nii-glare panal.
(Douglas via Harry Gann}




(Above) VA-65 AD-8s in November ol 1858. Placemen! of markings
and Insignia White horizontal control surfaces can be seen. In late
1856 cockpit interior colors were tested, and by January of 1957 Dark
Gull Gray began to replace Interior Green during aircraft overhauls
and at the factory as new aircralt rolled off the line. (Stan Kalas)

of Anti 9 painted overall Light
Gull Gmy. February 1958, Side and bow number (Black &) was to bo as
large as possible without exceeding 48 inches except when two digit
numbors wire used. This was according to the directive issued on 9
March 1955, covering individual ASW helicopter 1D markings. (USN
via Harry Gann)

{Below) Fleet Marine Force Douglas RAD-8 (rebuill RAD-6), cerrymg
the Solar reflecting top color and all standard markings. April
iClay Jansson}

were fewer than ||

IT AIRCRAFT NUMBERS
used 10 desi
als onl

ed a5 the visual i

unit marking. CNO dis




Numbar 3 llr:rlll of VMF-223 on the ramp at MCAS El Toro, Califor-
s, 1959,

and 10 inches for doubles. Width of individual strokes were 10 be 4 inches,
Rester/letters on the undersurface of the wings were 1o be 16 inches in height.
These markings were climinated from the under surfaces of carrier operated
aeed patrol gircraft with white under wings. Location of the letter/letters on
e vertical tail surface was to be above the horizomtal il surface and
smiered an the tail susface, Size was 10 be the same os for the wings, except
b case of double letters. The width could be reduced to accommodate the
lmien 1o the shape of the wil surface, while retaining maximum clarity,
valbitny amd congrubty.

In the case of shore-based aircrafi, where no unit identifving letters were
suigned, the name of the ar station, e.g. ALAMEDA, CORPUS CHRISTI,
#c., or abbreviation of the unit's title, e.g. FASRON-2, was employed in lieu
of the unit identifying beteer/leners, The location of these markings were the
mme m described in the location of the unit identifying letter/letrers. On the
wpoer surface of the right wing, the letters and numerals were to be the largest
that could be accommeodated on the aircraft and selected from the stzes of 12,
4, 20, 24, 30 or 36 inches. On the under surface of the right wing, the letters
and mmmeraly were 1o be 16 inches in helght. IT needed, due 10 space limita.
o, station names could occupy two lines. 1T two lines were used, the dash
wus omitied and 1he letters om the after line were 10 be centered symmetrically
bebind the forward linc which was Lo contain the first syllable. The station
mme was also applied 1o the vertical tail surface, location and size the same
mmentioned for the location of the unit identifying letier/letters, and above.
Inthe evemt that 1he station name appeared on the vertical tail surface, it was
ool applied to the fuselage, This ease referred mainly to transport aircraft.

SQUADRON DESIGNATION COLOR CODE

Squadron designation markings within carrier Air Groups consisted of the
fafigwing colors on the spinnen(s), and approximately the 10p 7 inches of the
vertical tail surface(s) on both sides above the unit identifying keuter(s).

14 Squadon or Unit
Ind Squadson or Uni
Jnd Squadron or Unit
Ath Squadron or Linis

Glassy Insignia Red

Gilossy Orange-Yellow
Gilossy Light Blue

Glassy International Orange*

$th Squadron or Unit Glossy Light Green
#h Squadron or Uit Glossy Black®
Composite Squadion Glassy Maroan®*

All sireraft except tramsports were allowed to carry a squadron designa-
thom, which were optional additional markings, on the fuselage of the air-
 Location was just forward of the empenmage on both sides, and
semtered unir the branch of service marking. Sire was o be one-half the size
of the branch of service marking as in SR-2G, Amendment One of 12 May
1950,

Nhung trom K-
=ttt

[Above) Lockheo: WV-2 Constellation irom AIRBARSRON.2 (Alr Bar-
rier Squadron-2) in 1959 aver Diamond Head in the averall Seaplane
Gray scheme. (Lockheed)

[Above) FID-20 of VMCJ-3 rates IM lppllullu! of tha Light Gull
Gray and Insignia White schomae o type ol aircralt. The Light
MII Gray extends to nearly mls-luul-nn April 1958, (Clay Jansson)

1 Guard Grumman UF-2G Albatross on patrol over the North
Atlantic In 1950. This plane, attached to the US Coast Guard Air
Detachment at Argontia, Newfoundiand, still carries Orange Yollow
wing tips, fuselage band and tip of vertical tall over basic Aluminum
paint scheme, (USCG)



McDonnell F2H-3 Banshees from NAS Oakland, California in 1958
NAVYIMARINE Reserve marking adopted in March of
ndicates Oakland. (Erlc Lundahl via Harry Gann)

TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT

Al markings for transpost aircraft remained the same as SR-2h, except for
a few additions of letter sizes. These were added (0 accommaodate the larger
nircraft being constructed. Branch of service markings were increased so that
skres mow read, 12, 16, 20, 24, 30 and 38 inches.

RESERVE ATRCRAFT

The only major change in US Naval Reserve and LS Marine Carps Reserve
alrcraft from SR-2h was that the branch of service markings on alrcrafi joint-
ly operated by the two services were allowed (o read NAYY/MARINE at the
discretion of the cognivant commands. The word MARINE was 10 be
centered symmetrically below the word MAYY: both words being of the same
letter sire.

All eher adreraft markings, Search and Rescue, Insthnment Training etc.,
reimained the sane 2 described in SR-2h,

Under MIL-1-18264, all aireraft, equipped with rasdios were required 1o
carry radio call numbers, consisting of not bess than the kast four digits of the
serial pumber. These were to be applied 1o both sides of the vertical stabilizer
and rudder assembly, or 10 each outboard side, = applicable. On rotary wing
aireraft, or where space was limiied, these numbers were 10 be applied aft
alon the fuselage, or aft along cach side of the iail boom, as applicable. Size
of the numbers was (0 be the largest size possible, selected from the following
standard sipes: 12, 16, 20, 30 or 36 inches.

LIGHTER-THAN-AIR AIRCRAFT

All lighter than air afreraft were to carry the following markings.

The branch of service marking comsisted of the words US, NAYY for all
craft assigned 1o regular service functions, and the words LS, NAVAL
RESERVE for Reserve craft. The location of these words was 1o be on both
sides of the envelope in such a manner that the letters were centered about the
Entersection of the horizontal axial plane and the line of the maximum
diameter. Letvers were 1o read from forward, aft on the left wde and from
aft, forward on the right side. Letters were to be 54 inches in helght.

The model designation and serial number was to appear an both sides of
the car, beginning at a point approximately twenty percent of the kengih from
the forward end of the car with the horizontal centerline of the lettering at ap-
prosimatcly seventy-five peroent of car height as measured from the bottom
of the fairing. Lettering and mimerals were 10 be 4 inches in height.

The unit ientifying letters and numerals were to be placed on both sides of
the vertical fin and centered with respect 1o That surface. Where the empen-
nage was otiented al farty-five degrees from the horizontal and vertical posi-
tioms as in the forms of an X" or irverted *Y**, these markings were placed
on the lower Tins, both sides, and were nol to appear on any of the movable
comtrol surfaces. Letters and numerals were to be 40 Inches in height.

Airships that were assigned to air stations or shore units in which ne unit
identifying leiters and mumserals bad been assigned, the suation name, e.g.
LAKEHURST, or an abbreviation of the unit's title ffixed sides
af the lower vertical fin. Under the station name or wnit abbreviation, the
serial number of the airship was placed symmetrically. Station names and the
unit abbreviations were to be 15 inches in height and the serial numbers and
fetiers 24 inches long.

Identification numbers, under Technical Note No, =54 Conl., were to con-
adst of letters and numerals to identify the following features of the airship:

PG-2/975C
- The manufacturer (€ in the abave example denoted Coodyear Aircraft
Corporation).

2, The class of ainhip (P in |h= abave mmnl::.

3. The displ of the ple denated the
displacement of §75,000 cubic foet in unlu of 1000 mhlc feet).

4. The typs of fabsic in the enveloge (C in the above example denoted cot-
toa).

L 'I'II||: fabric comstruction (2 in the above example denoted the number of
piles).

6. The type of coating material on the envelope fabric (N denoted

neoprene),

Location of ihese markings were along the Hise where the car met the
envelope and was 1o be 3 inches in beight for letters and numerals,

The markings covering airships has been previously mentioned throughouw
the text, but oot in detail, and the same manner for location and size also ap-
pears in SR-2h

MISCELLANEOUS MARKINGS OTHER THAN IDENTIFICATION
Miscellancous markitigs under MIL-1- 18864 Aer) were a8 follows:

Propeller Tip Warning Strips

Bosh sides, Glossy Orange-Yellow on ithe front face and camsouflage
Drange Yellow on the rear face 4 inches from the fip, On propellers that had
 basic diameter of more than 15 feet, the stripe was 10 be 6 inches from the
tip, This stripe could be omitted from pairol aircraft where propeller locs-
tins were such that they produced no hazard 1o personiel.

Fuselage Propefler Warning Stripe and Signs
Same as SR-2h

Jet Engine Intake Warning Chevroms and Signs
The areas of the leading edge of the wing, or the areas of the
fuselage, or the arcas of the nacelle or pad, or combinabon thereof, whick
were adjacent to the sides of the jet engine intake, were marked with the
fTollowing chevrons and skgns. The chevron wan 1o be applied so that the endi
Ul their outer sides contacied the edge of the intake at points which were
of the diameter or three-g ur-hulmu sxis of the inake
port. The cuter points of the ch were di f 4 fext
outboard along the leading edge of the wing, or forward or aft, if applied on
the fusclage, or aft, if applied on the nacelle or pod, from the center of the in-
take. The chevrons were 1o be ¥ inches in width and painted Glossy Imsignia
Red. Superimposed on one side of the chevron was the word JET, and on the
other side the word INTAKE in Insignia White, in letters 2 inches in height.
The ward DANGER, with an arrow painting in juxtaposition to the paint of
the chevron, and an arrow pointing in juxtaposition 1o the paint of the
chevron, DANGER where applied along the leading edge of the wing, or oa
the fuselage, nacelle or pod os applicable. Letters and prrows were marked in
Imsignia Red, superimposed on an Imignia White stripe 3 inches in widih
Height of the letters were 2 inches. The above dimemsions were 1o be adbered
to in general, however, they could be varied, and the words DANGER with
the arraws required pointing o the edge of the imake cosld be applicd within
the ¥ of the chevron, if warranted, due to space limitations and other cos-
siderations,

“Comnsflaps mormss che came 3 Tiai ir Nos- S’




In all cases whete they would not contrast with the color of adjacent areas,
walkwity arcas were to be bounded by a camouflage biack line for a Ill.hl
Backpround, 1/2 inch wide and mlrl«i with the word WALKWAY at saffi-
demly frequent intervals 1o indicate the walkway area. Steps were to be
ssiably indicuted a1 all poinis on the alreraft.

Bemb Bay, Hatch, eic., Exit Warslag Siripe and Signs.

On all airerafl where bomb bays, hatches or other openings exit within &
fest of each side of the propelier dl\c, and which conibd be used as means of
gress (leaving) I‘mm the plane, and there was duw of pmunnd walking
o vigs were
1o be placed as follw- [ dcﬂnlkIy warn persarniel m-dn; the proximity
of propellers: these interior arcas of the Tuselage, bomb bay flaps, ete., which
#re in the plane of the propeller disc, shall be marked with Glossy Insignia
ol stripes, 1hiree inches wide, extending on both sides from the center of the
Hchige 10 the lowest extremity of such exit when open, The word PRO-
PELLER reading vertically from 1op 1o bottom, on both sides shall be
posed on this stripe in Insignia White ketters, two inches in Ilr||)|t. at
ily frequent intervals to indicade dangerous areas. The sign

BEWARE BEWARE
PROPELLER ———> < PROPELLER

hull be applicd perpendicular 1o and centered with respect 1o the word PRO-
PELLER. one sign om cach side thereol with the arrow pointing teward the
uripe. The letters and arrows shall be Glossy Insignia Red and shall be
mperimposed on & sirkpe of white, 3 inches in widih. Height of the ketters and
Imgth of the arraws shall be 2 inches.

Helicopier Tail Boam Waming Marking
Covered in SR:2h

Helicopter Rodor Blades

Muis rotor blades-unmatched sets - Glossy Orange Yellow stripes were ap-
plied to the blade, both sides, from

Maim rotor blades-matched sers - individual ientification stripes were
paiseed om both sddes of the blades, from the tip to 2 inches Tfrom the tip.
Stripes comsisted of Glossy [nsignia White for the tip of the first blade, In-
sigza Red for the second, and Glossy Light Green for the third. In additien,
2 Glowy Orange Yellow warning siripe was applied to the inbaard of the 2
- ich siripe o both sides extending from a line 2 inches from the tip toa line §
inches from the tip.

Tail rotor blades were finished from the top and on both sdes of the blade
i follows:
b A 6 imch wide band of Bright Red (ANA-169).
B A & inch wide band of Clossy Insignia White (ANA-S11),
) A & inch wide band af Bright Red (ANA-619).
) A Nan-Specular Black band (ANA-6M), to within 6 inches of the hub,
i) A & inch wide band of Hright Red (ANA-619.

Wing Tip Tank Fims Warning Markings
Covered in SR-2

Emergency Escape Markings

For tranwpont aircralt (VR), the emerpency escape panels were outlined on
the exterior and interior of the aircraft with yellow reflector tape 1 inch in
width. Thin was in accordance with MIL-R-13639 Reflectorized Sheeting,
 Emergency cscape panch on patrol aircraft were marked in the same manner
~mthe interior only. The tape was to be applied in an L-shape on exch corner,
~and was 10 extend 3 inches in each direction. Larger width tape, in a
moptiate color up 1o 2 inches, could be wsed as supplementary warning
- maskings on other alrcrafl as bong a1 il did not constitute a deviation from
bt camoullage schemes specified in MIL-C-18263Acr),

Instrement Static Opening Markings
These openings. were not 1o have any finfih applied 10 within a | inch
Semcter circle around the opening. A Red 17, h wide circular band was.
around the unpainted area. Adjacent 1o the marking, the following
applied; INSTRUMENT STATIC OPENING - DO NOT

Wing Fold Warning Flay
All aircraft with folding wings were to have these flags applied, and they
were 1o be Red in color.

Individual ASW Hellcopter Identification Marking

Individual helicopters assigned 1o ASW missions were 1o have large side
and bow markings applied for visual identification. These markings were 1o
‘consist of one-digh or two-digit ni ibed by the cog
mianids, applied 10 the bow and on euch side of the Tusekage. Size was o be the
largest possible, but not 10 exceed 48 inches in height except when two-digit
rumerals were uved. They could be reduced proportionarcly. if space limit-
tions ar other considerations required. These markings could pod interfere
with any other markings already mentioned within this specification.

Helicopter Tull Ridor Guarids and Stabilivers

All helicopers with tail rotor guards or stabiblrers carried warning mark-
Imgs 1o prevent ground personned from accidentally running into these com-
ponents. The marking consisted of 2 inch aliernating stripes of Clossy
Ormange-Yellow (ANA-614) and Bright Red (ANA-619).

All other markings such as Hft points, hand grips, dectrical conmections,
baggage compariments, emergency equipment, eic., were marked with the

appropriate wording.
The following i drawings and publi ol then current
Isue formed a part of this specification:
SPECIFICATIONS

MIL- L1400 Irsignia: National Alseralt

MIL-l6140 [ ification of Escape Haiches, Design Re-
quirements for

MIL-1-6143 Imsignia and Markings for Search and Rescue
Adrerall Design, Requirciments for

MIL-F-T17% Finbsh and Coating: General Specification for
Protection of Aircraft and Alrcraft Pars

MIL-M-T911 Marking, Identification of Aeromauiscal
Equipment, Asemblics, and Parts

MIL-D-8634 Decalomanias; For Use On Exterior Surfaces
of Adreralt

MIL-P-8651{ Aer) Plates; Identilication and Modification {For
Aircraft), Installation of

MIL-R-1ITHTC) Painting, Morking and Insignia for US Army
Alreralt, General Spesification for

MIL-R-13689 Reflectorired Shecting, Adhesive (Retro-
Refleatived

MIL-C- 1B18Ti Aerh Coating, Pronective; For Fabric Surfaces of
Aircraft, Application of

MIL-C- 18263 Aerh Colors; Exterior, Maval Ajrcrafi, Re-

quirements for
MIL-F-18264( Aer ) Finnhes; Olﬂnlr Abrcrafi, Application and
Control of

MIL-S-1972H Aer) Stencil, Marking. Paper, Presure-Semsitive

MIL-M-25MTIUSAF) Markings for Alrplanes and Airplase Pars

These are just a few of the various documents that were prepared and
isswed for the painting and marking of US Maval and Marine Corps sirerafi,
and gives one a small pscture of the enormous amownt of paper work involv-
ed.

All codors are according 1o the Air Farce-Navy Aeronsutical Bulletine, No.
157 Colors; List of Stndard Aireraft Comoullage and No. 106 Colors: List
of Standard Alreraft Glossy.



(Above) Lockhoad P2V-4 Neplune of Airborne Early Warning
Squadron-3 (VW-3) in 1958, Five hurricane symbols are painted just
Bbelow pilot's cockpit window signifying five flights through the ‘eye’
ol a hurricane. This Neplune is still in the overall Glossy Sea Blue
paint seheme. (Lockheod)

(Below) P2V-6 Neptune from NAS Glenview, lllinois in overall Semi-
gloss Seaplane Gray. Reserve band af International Orange is partial-
Iy visible jusi lorward of the horizontal stabllizer. The “7V'" tail code
indicales NAS Glenview. (Eric Lundahl via Harry Gann)

This Glenview P2V-6 carrles the Fluorescent (High Visibility) Color
Conliguration scheme called oul kn MIL-C-18263(Aer) of 12 February
1859, S Fluorescen! Red Orange was added to empannage,
wing tips and lorward section of alrcraft lor Hi-Viz, Balance of this
Neptune's schomae is Insignia White fusslage top surfaces and Semi-
gloss Seaplane Gray lower surfaces. (Eric Lundahl via Harry Gann)

£

TATION

In & better 1o the Chicf, Burenu of 8

ke, 120-1 ($175) and

pe

had just co

already in use, It was s1ated in the better that, foir umdeed and fi o
fedlowing itemized color standards are being forwarded under separa

as enclosed (1) in accordance with the f
Aeronautics representative (Mr. 8. Kapian), These new color standards were

ANA Number Color Quaniity
605 Glossy Insignia Blue 150
614 Glossy Orange Yellow 140
619 NS Bright Red 150
The reasons for these new color standards are explained i b

letter:
BUREALU OF AERONAUTICS LETTER Aer-AE-422/85, 12 April 1956
This Bureau better accompanied two copies of the above e :
standards that were distributed to all com
the construction of overhauling and repairi
:mlu\ were issued to correct an inhet
painis, The new colors eliminated the
which, for malching purpases required a
Insignia Blue and thereby promoted bronsing, and added \l hu' timi i
614 Glossy Orange Yellow, No. 619 NS Bright Red which
discotoration apd chalking. The changes in shade were minor, These new col
o¢ standard cards replaced those then in use under ANA Bulletin No. 157 of
June 1549,

MIL-C-18263A(Aer) 16 July 1956

This MIL Spec was issued on 16 July !\l‘h replacing MIL-C- 18263 A,
dated 23 February 1955, Only the changes will be noted as all paint schemes
have been covered in either SR-202 or MIL-CI82634 Aer)

HIGH VISIBILITY COLOR SCHEME
The first notable change between the two documents of MIL-C- 15363 Aer)
and MIL-C-1R263A(Aer) was the addition of aircraft 1ha were to be painied
in the High Vissl
MIL spec.
in training, were 1o be painted overall Gilosy Orange Vellaw, except for
glare panels, which were painted Non.! r Black. Other ¢
reciprocating engine und jet akrcraft used in training were to carry the Glosy
International Orange and Glossy Intermational White color scheme described
previowsly, In the instance where certain aiscraft models were used by both
the Training Command and Operating Command, all were to carry ihe
Glossy International Orange and Glossy Insignin White paint scheme, In ad
dition 1o the aircraft already mentioned in MIL-C-18263(Aer), the AF-2W,
AF-3, AD-3, AD-4, SIF-1, FOF-1, FOF-BT, FIH-2, F1-2, FOF-5, FOF.6, asd
T21-1 were added ta the list of aircraft that were required to carry the A
paint scheme of Glossy Inernational Orange and Clossy lnsignia W




ISIBILITY COLOR SCHEME FOR TEMPORARY USE

The High Visibility paint scheme could be applied to alreraft o 1 tem
povary basis, if the aireralt operated in an aren of high density ai
were oh based in the Continental United States or its p
were paisited in the carvicr » of this temparary co

able Command. Application of this paint
temporary removable Inte | Orange

i, Specification MIL-IBKSA, over the exi g paint scheme in the same
ireas 1 delincated in the split scheme in SR-202. This resalted in a modified

somal Crange on
ssy International
ary paine, if n
d, using not more
could result during

olur Heal paing
aining Command
could be ap-

ind Operatbonal Commands,
plied locally a

g Command

SECIAL COLOR REQUIREMENTS

When the need existed in spocial case
best reflecting fusclage roof fi
specically authorized by the
meeds, and the request for |
mar

high visil ¥ schemes, solar-
h schemes were .|;||'\|Inl hen
autics. Deters
csponsibilty of the local ¢

LANDING GEAR
B er surfaces of landing gear well covers, and
¥ Insignia White. Cuter surfaces were painted

ce of the prescribed aircraft, same as MIL-

Nen-Specalar Black
fanoullage sche

WING LEAIMNG
This was 3 new ads
a8 called for the nter

0 of painting instructions from
f surfaces and inboard end of winy

VE2630 Aer),
ading edge slats

except for transport nircrafl finithed in the high
. which were NS Black. Walkways an carrier aircraft
were NS Light Gull Gray. Walkways on trainers were NS Black. On aircraft
fisihed im the spevial patrol plase seheme, and patrol aircraft, the walkways

P2V-7 (Polar Equippod) of VX-6 in Hi-Viz scheme of Fluorascent Red
Orange and Semi-gloss Seaplano Gray, (Eric Lundahl via Harry Gann)

(Above) VP8 squadron -nslgnl- snu the application of the “E" award
tor efficiency in a-armament; bing and r-rocketry. 16 May 1956,
Willlam T Larkins)

(Above) Beech SNE-S (4720) of VF{AW)-3 al NAS North J‘I'nd San
Diego, California on 29 August 1959, ‘Bugsmasher’ carries

I-Viz scheme of Glossy International Orange and Glossy |nsbnn|l
White first ordered for use in mid-1953. Vertical fail surfaces are In-
signia Blue with Orange Yallow lightning bolt, White lettering and
Orange Yellow stars, (Bude Donato)




were either NS Seaplane Gray or NS Black. Walkways and steps were to be
outlined in NS Black, except for pircraft painted in the target towing, drone
control or land camouftage pairt scheme. Alio, for those aircrafl finished in
Seaplane Gray on the upper surfaces. Reference was 1o be made 10 MIL-
118864 Aer), in cach invtance for walkway maskings.

EN COWLING INTERIORS
The intetiars of engine cowlings were to be paimied Glossy Adreraft Gray.

HELICOPTER BLADES, HUBS, TRANSMISSIONS AND MOTOR
MECHANISMS
The upper sisrface of main rotor blades remuined N5 Light Gull Gray, & Ia
MIL-C-18263¢ Aer}, except for the main rotor blades of Marine Corps
helicopters, which were pulultd NS Olive Drab, - well as the hub, If the
main rotor blades on these hels were of then the
color was to be NS Light Gull Gray. The lower sarfaces of the main rotor
blades om all helicopters were 0 be painted NS Black. Reference was 1o be
madl: 10 MIL-1-18284( Aer).
and rotor other than the blades
and bubs, were painted Glowy Afrcraft (‘ray Orerpainting of these items 10
achieve a match 1o the overall color scheme in the case of land camouflage
«.lmne arctle scheme, efe., was permitted, subject 1o the provisions of
tion M1 B Aer) for the control of adhetion and the
thickness of 1he individual paimt coatings.

JET AIR INTAKE DUCTS

The colar of the adjacent sircralt exterior was to be carried around the lip
of the duct and partially into the duct except for the chevrons, The lntrer i
deseribed in ML Aer, All remaining surfaces of the disct were 1o be
colared Clossy Imsignia White,

ENGINE EXHAUST AREAS

werior surfaces which were significantly inspinged upon by the exhans
gas were 10 be considered as engine exhaust areas and were painted 3
Follows: On transports and utility aircraft, Glossy Abreraft Gray. On 'I'ullu:n
and combat type aircraft finished in the overall Semi-Glossy Seaplane G
color scheme, Glossy Engine Gray. Combat type reciprocsting engine al!-
crall assigned (o training use, Glossy Engine Luuy. On all other aircraft,
engine exhawst areas conformed 1o the cobor scheme of the akcrafi,

LANDING GEAR STRUTS, WHEEL ASSEMBLIES, ETC,
Retraciabie landing « wheel assemblies, brake housings. etc.. were
painted Glossy Insignia White.

POLISHED AREAS

Polished. unpainted areas were keft on the inboard side of the engine
racelles and wing (ip tanks. as required, to permit observation from the
coxkpit of the pesition of the kanding gear, bomb bay doars, ¢ic.

COLOR SCHEMES.

The only major change in colar schemes froem MIL-C- 18263 Aer) was that
of Marine Observation Landplanes, kand camouflage color scheme, in which
these aircrafl, formally painted NS Cfive Drab and Glossy Insignia White,
would now be painted NS Field Green,

Slight changes in the color scheme application were noted in the carrier col-
of scheme. The crosion-resistant finish now extended back 10 a line appro-
mately 3inches from the leading edge, us measured 1o the leading edge in the
chard plane. Previously, this finlsh had been carried 1o the fira row of rivets,
Also appearing for the firs time was the addition of the painting of the jet air
Intake ducts and the fips of the ducts, already explained in MIL-I-1546A.,
Elowsy Insignia White was to be wsed for all MAD® housings, except on the
fromtal aress requirbng rain erosion resistant coatings, and on all rockeis,
racket launchers, odher accessories, equipment and weapons astached 1o the
under surface of the airframe.

MIL-C-18263A0Aer) AMENDMENT-1 30 July 1957
Under this amendment to MIL-C-18263A0Aer) there were several minor

changes that were ﬂh.nrpnnltd into the painting document that covered
Maval and Masine Corps aircrafl.

HIGH VISIBILITY COLOR SCHEME

Added 10 the Hit of aircraft 10 be painted Orange Yellaw were ndividual
HUP-2 and HO45.3 helicopters used in tralning. A new sub paragraph was
added, stating that for special conditiom which arise, other than those
already cited, 1he Jocal command was authorized 1o use the following paint
scheme; cither Glowy International Orange, Glowsy Insignia White, or
Glossy International Orange/Glossy Insignia White/Light Gull Gray.

“Mlagactic Ancenslly Detasior

%

Under the temparary high visibility schene, all helicopters Tinished in the
NS Light Gull Gray color scheme could carry the following scheme applisd
tocally when autherized by the Type Commander; Application of Inters-
tional Orange temporary removable paint, Specification MIL-P-6884, vt
the existing color schemse excepl far the atcas that require extensive masking
Swsch arcas should be left *av is". With the diverse configurations and sizes of
then present and planned helicopiers, the Burean of Aeromautics did net
establish any umm.d patterns of spiii or modified split color schemes for
helicoplers, as was done for fived winged aircrafi

Another change i the Hi- Fiz paint scheme wis Tor jet aircrafi. On the splt
of the Gbassy International Orange and Glossy Ensignia White of the wings, i
two inch white border was now incorporated arouns the National Insignia oo
the portion that extended knto the Glossy Intermational Orange.

ANTI-GLARE PANELS

This change incorporated the addition of one word — sirhorne, whid
stated all pilated wircraft would carry the anti-glare panel o all airborne v
faces which would produce glare in the pilot®s or co-pilos’s eyes.

PROPELLER ASSEMBLIES

Propeiler blades, under Amendment 1, would not have 1o be painted NS
lack if the following conditions were met. (1) Corrosion peotection i not te.
quired and (2) the blades are 3o situated as 10 produce no glare or excessie.
brightness in the pilot's or co-pilon's eves; e8., I8 cases where the blads
rotaed in a plane aft of the pilot*s seat. 17 these conditivns were not met, the
hlades were fo be painted N§ Black.

TRANSMISSIONS AND ROTOR MECHANISMS OF HELICOPTERS
The color of the transmissions and rotor mechanisms were changed from
Glossy Aircraft Gray 1o Engine Gray,

COLOR SCHEMES

The following color schemes were changed by Amendment 1, which had
been the same since MIL-C-102634 Aer),

All warning aircraft (VW), landbased, with normal operating altiube
jereater than 15,000 feet, would now be painted Glossy Alrcraft Gray, except
for the tap of the fusclage which was 10 carry the solar-reflecting finih

W tandbased, that operated at less than 15,000 feet retained

i lows Seaplane Gray Color scheme, while those aperating
Trom carriers remained the same NS Light Gull Gray and Glossy Insigns
White.

The following helicopters, HU, HC, HO, HR and
Cikossy Engine Gray instead of NS Light Gall Gray

. wete nusw painiod

Douglas A40-1 Skyhawk of
12in lormation with & Grumman FIF-BP Cougar of Marine compndh
and Photographic Squadron 3 In August of 1853, Both abrcralt a
painted in he Light Gull Gray over Insignia White schemae with the
H&MS-12 Skyhawk in Red trim colors with White stars. Antiglan
panels differ; llnw has a Black panel while the Skyhawk hes
one of Medium Green. ansson)

North Amorican FJ-48 Flll! [143516) from VMA-223 leaturing Whils
trim with Red lighining bolts. (USMC via Rowland P Gill

e




MIL-1-18464A(Aer) 28 MARCH 1957

All itery covered in MIL-J-18464(Aer) of 9 March 1935 remained the same
 this document wilh po noticeable changes or additions.

On 2% May 1957, the Chief of Naval Operations, in a re-organization of
the Maval Alr Reserve program, directed that seventy-three Auniliary Alr
Uimts located throughout the countiry be decommissioned during the next six
moniths.

MIL-I-18464A{Aer) AM MENT-1 9 August 1957

For this amendment to MIL-1-18464A{Aer), only one change was incor-
peeased into the document, This change called for the addition of the words
ABANDON CHUTE 10 be applicd to the bottom of the fuselages of all
search and rescue helicopeers, in an appropriate bocation, so as to be readily
vitible from below, The bettering was 10 be the largest possible size which
wuld be accommaodated on the helicopter and selected from the standard
slees of 12, 16, 20, 24, 30 and 36 inches.

Abso, i the month of July 1957, two changes in Naval Aviation were in-
Hiated. Ome was that after the establishment of the Single Manager for Airlift
Service, the Fleet Logistic Air Wings were abolished and 1ranspost squadrons
mot assigned 10 the Single Manager Service were redesignated Fleet Tactical
Sappont Squadrons (VR), and reassigned to operate directly under the con-
ol of Fleel Commanders. Secondly, the Air Force ific Fleet, and Air
Force Atlantic Fleet, were retitbed and beeame Naval Alr Forge, Pacific Fleet,
#ad Naval Air Force, Atlantic Fleet.

Ax Naval Aviation wed into the year 1935, a new concept of carrier war-
lire became apparent for the Tutare. On keel of the world's
fist nuclear powered aircraft carrier, LY was laid at
Newpoet News, Hhode Tsland,

On 13 February a sclecied Reserve was set up within the overall Reserve
Organization to provide fully trained and equipped forces and units for direct
and immediate deploymen 1o specific active duty assignments upon the com.
mencement of hostilities. The entire Naval Air Reserve was incorporaied
this new organization.

With the indoctrination of the new Reserve Ovganization, the structure of
Naval Aviation was s follows:

The Replacement Air Group (RAG) system, was divided into foar sections:

RCVG - Replacement Carrier Air Group
VAH - Heavy Ausck Sqeadron Tranieg Prograe
RCVSG - Replacement Carrict Antisubmar P
RVP - Replacement Patrol Squadron

Depending upon the classification a graduating Naval aviator had during
s raining. cither in operational ASW, or in operational attack, he would be
sent to one of the abave replacement squadrons or air groups.

ATTACK RAGs consisted of:

Atlaasic Fheel RAG RCVG4 Pacific Fleet ROV

VAH-3 VA4 VA-122 VFI21
VALl VE-IDI /
VAE)  VF-I01 Detachment A

VEIT4

HEAVY ATTACK SQUADRON RAGs
ATLANTIC FLEET  PACIFIC FLEET
VAH-3* VAH-12¥

Attantic Fleet l‘ulrlr Fleet
RCVS

”"‘II

Atlantic Fleet Pacific Fleet
Flest Alr Wings Fleet Alr Wing
Fourteen

el

On 10 March, the CNO approved a reorganization of carrier av
wauld create uniform Alr Groups, provide a more permancnt group
ment to ships, and permit a reduction of assigned aiits and aircralt withow
also reducing combat readiness, The aew organization also provid
Dﬁmnﬂl‘l\‘ rq!la.mlcnl (\H (-mupm be established on cach Coast w
af key penannel, the
ctical Habning of .lll.lhlr\, and for conducting special programs required
for the imroduction of new models of combar aircraft.

of Naval unis into the Single Manager Airlift Service,

MIL-I-18464B( Aer) 3 Seplember 1958

©in 30 September 1958, MIL-1- 1846480 Aer) was issued 1o all Navy €
mands and interested contractors. This document was the same a3
previous onc, MIL-1- 18464 A{Aen), except that now the amendmer
Atigust 1957 was included.

Carrier Air Groups received new tail letter codes

Farmer New Farmer New

Letter  Letters |I|M Letter  Letters Unit

1 AR W ONL CVGAS
M NE L\(-I" ROAL VG
K B NM CVG-19
i GNP VG2l
-] L NA

[s w o NB

L ¥ NC

£ 2 ND

N ] AM

" o AN

v ) AP

n X AQ

A

Al Oy -
oAl W CARNIER AL

Douglas F3D-20 Skyknights of VMCJ-2 on the line al MCAS Charry Polnt, North Carclina. The High Visibility color schema for temporary

use has been appiied.
fesatage and rudder, (USMC via Rowland P. Gill)

Basic scheme is Light Gull Gray over Insignia White with International Grang

added to the wing lips, forward




Identification Letters assigned to Naval Aircraft
units. VX-1

v XF
VX2 n VX8 XE
FIG Itrlll TAI Westher) VX3 1w VX6 mn
AW} T VEAWR4 GO
AlRSHIF
HT PHOTOGRAPHIC P2 KP W1 KE
VEP- PP VIP62  GA Zp3 KE
CARRIER AEW MISCELLANEOUS
VAW-11 RR VAW.12 GE CMGRL-L ZZ  (Counter Measures Group-1)
CMOGRU-2 GC (Cowunter Measures Group-2)
ALL WEATHER ATTACK FAETULANT H}  iFleet Airborne Electronies Training Usit,
VAIAWL GD VAIAW)-25VY Atlantich
FAETUPAC PB  (Flea Airborne Electronics Training Unit,
HEAVY FHOTOGRAPHIC Pacific)
VAP81 58 VAP62Z GB F‘\\\TULANT HG  (Fleet All-Weather Training Unit, Atlantic)

PA  (Fleet All-Weather Training Unit, Pacific)

IIIA\‘\‘ ATTACK HL  {Special Weapons Unit, .MI.lnIKF
VAH-6 Fis F TR (Fleet Air Gunnery Una
Z.’\ VAH-T aL HATULANT HK  iHeavy Anack Training L
Gl VAH-§ Fii) HATUPAC ZG  (Heavy Auack Training Uni
Fa il VAH-9 GM
K VAH-IL GN Fl EET AIR SERVIC] Wllluﬂ.ﬂ'\"
FASRON-2 FASRON-101 FASRON- 108
I'n H FASRON- 109
MD FC FK FASRON-111
PF V536 ME FD Fl FASRON-121
MA V537 su FE ™ FASRON.200
MB V538 5T G FN FASRON-201

MO V&9 MF

Identification Letters Assigned to Fleet Marine and
Marine Support Units
HEADQUARTERS
AIRFMFPAC WZ  (Aircrafi, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific)
H& HSLANT  BZ  (Headquariers and Headquariers Squadron,

Atlantich
H & M5-10 SE  {Headquariers and Maintenance Squadron)
H & MS-1 ™
vi vp4s LN WA
ve VP46 RC Yu
¥D . VP4l RD o
Vi ia | veas VP48 SF Y
vee pe | veas vPas  LP ww
VRT LB | vige VPS)  SG BT
VRS LC v vPS6  LQ EW
EL
HEAVY ATTACK (Mining) DV
VAHMIIO ZE  VAGHM)II LR DA
WM
AEW MAINTENANCE H & M58 M
ATRBARSRON-2 H & M5-36 wX
SH (Air Barrier Squadran-2) i
(AIRHORNE FARLY WARNING YMPAW)I14-ER ot
o VMFAWLIIS VE DN
o VMF.122 ne wu
I VMF-232 WT VMF45l WM
Mt VMF.235 DB VMF(AW)-$13 WF
VMF-251 DW  VMF(AW).531 EC
VMF312 DR VMFIAW)-£42 WH
VR-21 RZ VMFPIAWL312 VW
VR2 B e 2L
VR RT VR4 M ATTACK
VR IR VRIFI N YE VMA-22S  CE
VR RN VRS2 JP CF VMAJI WL
VRS RkH WD VMAIM DX
WE VMA33  DP
ELECTRONIC COUNTERMEASURE WAz WE Vaadm VL
Vo1 PR V02 10 VMA-224 WK VMAS ED
vy ATRCRAFT REPAIR
—_— s - MARS-1T SZ MARSYT  QF
VU2 ® V3 b MARSR. €2
VU3 UF WU M OBSERVATION
vu4 o OHUA up VMO-1 ER VMO& WH
VU-S UE  HU2 HU VMD-2 vs



COMPOSITE AND I‘Flﬂ‘lﬂ(.lb\
e YW VMCI2
WC1 RM VMCH-3 I'\
TRANSPORT
YMR-152 we QD
VMR8 BC VMRS QB
VMR-252 BH  VMR-353 Dz

COFTER TRANSPORT
N

H
HMR(L)-161 YR HMR(L)-

HMRIL)162 ¥S  HMR(L)p362 Y1
HMR(L)-163 YP HMR(L)363 YZ
HMR(L)-261 EM  HMR(L}461 CY

HMRIL)}262  ET

LICOPTER DEVELOPMENT

HMX-1
MISCELLANEOUS
VWFT-10 SA m.mnr Fiihter)
WETIAWRID  SC
VM-I SO (Marine Insirument Training Squadron)
MAT-10 SB inactive
YMFT. 20 HF
WETIAWE20  BP  (Marine All-Weather Fighter Training Squadroe
AT 20 HE
TMAT-20 By ine Attack Training Squadran)

These aircraft letiers were assigned in the following n

=
CHARACTER

oD
COMMANI CHARACTER
ComNavAirLant A through M A theough Z
ComNavAirPac N through # A through Z
NATRA 2 throigh 9 A through Z

MIL-C-18263B(AER) 12 February 1959

1638 Arr), \ul\.rq\]ing Mi -(' !!zl\lﬂtl"r was issued by the
Aeronautics on 12 ry 1959, and was virally the same as

the previous documsent with the .||J|J|I|n|| of the amendment of 30 July 1947

ad 8 few minor changes

UBMARINE WARFARE AIRCRAFT

e aircrafl, except carricr based, now emplayed the white

el fusclags roof and wae Tinished i the color of sveral] Som

G Scaplans Gray, except for the aforementioned roof. The Glossy In-

sgala White of the top surface extended dawn 10 the line of maximum width
elage, and faided out in the vicinity of the tail cone, The blending of

it affected by this

clors produced a \h:rn

masked line
tunge were rhe PEM, P2V, and /.

Aircy

TLUDRESCENT (HIGH VISIBILITY) COLOR CONFIGURATIONS
t engine and two engine transpon landplanes in the Naval air

Patrol Squadron 47's Martin P5M.2 Marlin nose section lllusirales ap
plication of the Glossy Insignia White over Soml-Gloss Sea Gr,
national insignia, individual aircraft numeral, propeller warni
and a rather clover arrangemaent of efficiency award |
August 1960 (Willlam T Larkins)

establishment, which operate predominately within the United §
be painted with the Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange color scheme. Ap
plication of the paint scheme was as follows: wing tip markings on the top
and bottom of the wings extended inboard on the wings Lo
out, but excluded the ailerons, Naps, .uld trim tabs; the entire
cluding |||duer~ rll:\.l.un and trim
the

pmu.:cd at least & 9 foot |cn,,m of {luarescent paint
and the sides on the front elevators and trim tabs and an ar
ward on the fusclage to the zone where the vertical stabllirer faired into the
fuselage, which akso provided at least a % fool length of fuorescent [

2l the boltom and the sides on the front portion of the fusclage, start
fram the radome (if any), and extending aft 1o a Hec perpendicular
¢ wing on two engine transports, ar aft
dicular to the most forward poriion of the engines on fou
The Nuorescent paint on the from of the fuselage exte
reflecting top, while on the rear of the aircrafl, a half
was formed on the side of the |..\wH-

[

g finish, anti-
boois, exhaust
A margin, not ence
h and national M
32 and related support

ain-erosion resksts |r|l I|||h||_ de
ine original color.
between the Muorescend

was befi
Transports used for research and developm

Lockhesd RTV-1 Constellation “PHOENIX" of VX8 with Arctic top
coler scheme of Semi-Gloss Seaplane Gray paint, A thin White line
batween top color and nalu elal fuselage is evident. Tail group is
painted with HI-Viz Flucrescent Red Orange with the moveable sur-
faces being painted Aluminum. (Eric Lundahl via Harry Gann)




sians were included in the above mentioned paint scheme, Transports used
for Fleet logistic support and early warning were exempted. All fived winged
aircraft assigned 1o search and rescue work, and patrod type aircrafl assigned
1o iralming use, carried the same Aigh-viz paint scheme as the two engine
transparts.

All training, proficiency and wsility afrcraft were painted in accordance
with the following fluorescent paine scheme. For reciprocating engine
tralrers and wility aircraft, using the SNB as an example, the paint scheme
wa a4 Tollows: on the upper and lower surface of the wings 1he Nuorescent
paint wits applicd 1o the rear one-half of the wing, including the ailerons and
trim tabs. The upper portion of the borizontal sabilizer was Semi-Gloss
Fluarescent Red Orange, except for the aileron and trim tabs, while the other
half remained the color of the aircraft, in this case, Glossy Insignia White.
The vertical ssabilizers, both sides, were Red Orange, including the rudders
and trip tabs. The Semi-Gilows Flisorescent Red Orange abso extended forward
from the tail wection and formed the same shape as described for the
tramsport scheme. The lower halfl of the fuselage was also painted Semi-Gloss
Fluorescent Red Orange, the color being terminated on the bottom with a line
parallel 1o the line of Red Oratige on the rear half of the wings.

For jei aircraft, the same scheme was followed, except on the fuselage
where the Semi-Giloss Fluorescent Red Orange extended from the 1ail surface,
a perpendi

Helicopters, such as HTs, 5
painted all over Semi-Gilow Fluoreicent Red Orange, except for arcas that re-
quired extensive masking and anti-glare areas.

Radomes were nol I ainted Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange over
any existing paint,

LANDING GEAR
mder the section of colors for landing gear, a new portion was added
from the previsus painting document governing wheed doors. The insides re-
msined Cilossy Imsignia White, but now carried a Glossy Insignia Red color
on the cdges of the doors. The Red was to be applied without smearing onto
the Gilassy Insignia Whise.

The major paimt scheme changes for aircraft that appeared in MIL-C-
IR263B(Aer) are listed below

Transpart Landplanes (VR) Abumiinum
G Insignia White/Semi-Glass

S0 Fluorescent Red Orunge

Transport Scaplanes (VR) Scaplane Gray

SG Fluorescent Red Orange

Tralner (Landplare) (VT)
Single Reciprocating Engine
tultl-reciprocating Engine

G Insignia White
SG Fluorescent Red Orange
G Insignia Whise
S0 Fluorescent Red Orange

Trainer (Seaplane) (VT)

Advanced G Insignia White

Primary S0 Fluorescent Red Orange
Trainer (Jet} {VT)

Intermedinte G Insignia White

Basic SG Fluarescent Red Orange

Primary

Warning (VW)
Landbased. normal operating
altitudes greater than 15,000
fest G Aircraft Gy
G Insignia White

KD Target (K1}
Target Drone (K}

Fluorescent Yellow Orange
woeescent Yellow Orange

MIL-C-18263B(Aer) AMENDMENT 1 30 April 1959

I this first amendment 1o MIL-C-18263B(Aer), there were major change:
involving the schemes of aircraft that were painted with the fluoresces
finish.

FLUORESCENT (HIGH VISIBILITY) COLOR CON

Added 1o the Hst of aireraft that were finished in the %mu Gloss Flooees-
cenit Red Orange scheme were all helicopters assigned 1o search and rescue
wor

The Mucrescent paint scheme was not applied 10 the control sutfaces of any
abreraft except in the following cases: Unility training and carrier type ajreraft
an which the entire horizontal tail ks movable, wieh as the FRU Crisader, In
the case of the latter, the entire horizontal tail surface was painted Semi
Glows Fluorescent Red Orange where applicable. Utility, 1 ing and carier
type aircraft, such as the SNI/IRB, on which the radder was more thas
twenty-five percent of the area of the combined rudder and siabilizer, both
the rudder and stabilizer were painted with the fluorescent finish,

For single reciprocating engine trainer or utility aircraft, such as the SNB.
the Semi-Gloss Fluoeescent Red Orange paint scheme was reversed, Iavies
of the rear portion of the wings being painted with the Munrescent Giksh, the
paint scheme was now reversed, and the forward one-half of the wing wa
finished with the Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange. On the 1op hall of the
wing, the Semi-Giloss Fluorescent Red Orange was terminated a1 the engise
nmacelles with the outer half of the nacelles remaining Glossy Insignin White.
The inbaard side of the nacelle was painted in the anti-glare color, NS Black,
and the Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange was continued,
the fusclage. The Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange on the lower half of
the wing extended from wing tip 1o wing 1ip, across the fuselage, and o
:Imhns the engine nacelles. The entire lower portion of the fuselage ww

ed Orange, half way ug on the side.
Tail surfaces remained the same as in MIL-CL182638{ Aer).

The Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange finish on jet alecraft was revenad
in the same mannes, exoept that now ailerons, irim tabs and hosirontal
stabilizers on the tail section were painted Glossy Insignia White,

BILITY COLOR SCHEM

Added to this section was that after the application of the Semi-Glos
Fluorescent Orange/White color scheme, the or NS Ficld Green of 1he
basic camouflage color scheme was nol 10 be vivible except for small aress re-
quiring entemive masking. These areas retained the hasic aircraft cole
scheme for case of appdl

The last addition to MI B263B(Aer) under this amendment called foe
Unility aircraft 1o be painied in the Semi-Gloss Fluorewcent
Orange/Glossy Insignia White color scheme.

In September of 195%, airship flights by Reserves of the Naval Air Reseng
Training Unit, Lakehursa, marked the end of the airship training progrs
which had been conducted for twelve years under the Chicl of Naval Ar
Reserve Training. The Airship Training Group a1 the Naval Als Siation,
Glynco, Georgia was the first group decommissioned, ending the Fghier-
than-air training for the United States Navy, on 2 November 1959,

Boweing PB-1G still serving the Coast Guard In 1960. Fuselage band iy
Orlnul Yellow oullined in Black. The placemant of the US Natioml
nla is unusual bul occaslonally seen on Coast Guard aircrall
l'lrli PB-1G was based at Elizabeth City, North Carolina at this time.
(USCG)




MIL-C-18263B{ Aer) AMENDMENT 1, 7 December 1959

This second amendment 1o MIL-C-18263B(Aer) dealt with several
chasges in color schemes for aircraft, but the most significant
charge noted was that the number of the basie specification MIL-C-
6380 Aerh was changed 10 read MIL-C-152638(Weph. All documents that
follrwed would now became (Wep) spees,

TEMPORARY PAINT

The firt major change in the specification was thar the word femporary
= changed 1o read removable, and the addition of Semi-Gloss Seaplane
Geay or Semi-Cilons Black color o modily a solar eeflecting White roof fos
artic operations was adopled,

ANTESUBMARINE WARFARE AIRCRAFT

Helicopters (HSS-1, HSS-2 and HSS-1N) used in anti-submarine opera-
som were pow 10 be finished in the Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange col-
#r wcheme. This scheme consisted of the nose of the hellcopiers carrying 3
Meerescent finksh 1o terminate at a line drawn from the lower forward cormer
o the padot's window (closed portion) on the HSS-1, and HSS-IN, and drawn
feom the cemter of the lower edge of the pilot's side window (clased potion)
I the case of the HSS-2, This boeder line was parallel 10 the pylon fold hinge.
The Moocescent finish on the pylon covered the area from the pylon fold
Kinge line aft and terminated a sufficient distance below the 1op of the pylon
5 permis ihe application of identification letters and numeraks on the
background Gray of the basic color scheme, Transparent arcas, openings,
ireess and any portion of the exhaust trail and anti-glare arens were not
painted with the Flisorescent finish. Hall bottoms, including an area 6 inches
aheve the full load water line, were exempted from the Flourescent finish.
This inchaded such aircraft as the PAM-2 and all UF type airscraft. Alo, all
" e fimished with rain erosion resistant finish were exempred from the

Flasecscent finksh.
. Amendment Number I also produced slight changes in the Flaorescent
puint schemes for reciprocating trainer and willty aircraft. Using the SNB as
a0 enaple, the Semi-Ciloss Fluorescent Red Orange finish on the upper por-
tien of the wing was still applied 1o the forward one-half of the wing. It now
 iacluded the outer portion of the engine nacelle, the remaining hall of the

mscelle, or inside. being an antl-glare color: in this case NS Black. The Semi-
" flens Fluorescent Red Orange was new lerminated on the outer shde of the
angine nacefle and did not cover the portion from the inboard side of the

imgine nacelle (o the Tuselage. On the Jower or botom portion of the wings,

ﬁt*ﬂl-ﬁlml Fluorescent Red Orange now included the lower portion of
ihe engine nacelles, excluding the cowlings. The remainder of the aircrafi was
painted in accordance with the previoasly mentioned Mil spec, and amend-
Bem,

TOWING AND AERIAL TARGET CONTROL AIRCRAFT COLOR
SCHEM|

Amendment Number 2 changed the color scheme for drone control air-
maft. The vertical fin which had been previously painted Glossy Orange
Yellow was changed to Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange. The rudder and
witg bands that had previously been painted Glossy Insignin Red were now
uinied Semi-Gloss Fluarescent Red Orange.

MIL-I-18464C(Wep) 11 April 1960

This Mil spee. was the same a5 MIL-1-184648 with the exception of the
American Mags which were 10 be applicd 1o certain aircraft. The American
Mag that carried forty-eight stars was 10 be replaced with one of forty-nine
sars. The American Mag consisting of fifty stars would replace the ones of
forty.nine stars after 4 July 1960

O | May 1960, seventeen Baske Tralning Croups of the Naval Air Train-
ing Commuand were redesignated Truining Squadrons (VT), and placed in
ﬂnumm'w\iun as yeparate units, each under the command of 0 commanding of-

cer.

MIL-I-18464C(Wep) AMENDMENT 1 16 August 1960
Under this amendment, the specifications for the sircs of the Tifty star

American flag was i with a complete { standard pro-

postions as 1o length and widih.

SOUTH VIETSAMESE MARKINGS

Also incladed in this amendment was the additlon of plases deplcting the
markings for the National Insignia for Soath Vietnam. The National Insignia
for South Vietnam was the same o3 incosporated on US Navy aircraft except
that the Glossy Insignia White bars were painted Glossy Orange-Yellow and
the Glossy Insignin Blue border was painted Glossy Insignia Red, The sar
and field remained theit respective cobors of Glossy Insignia White and In-
signia Blue. This amendment also stated that South Vietnamese akrcraft
would carry @ 10dl flash emblem conslsting of Glossy Orange-Yellow and
Glossy Invignia Red and a fighter imsignia on the nose of the aircrafi. For the
fin Nash, the 1op one-quarier was to be colored Cilosy Orarge-Yellow, the
mid one-half would be equal bands of Glossy Orange-Yellow and Glossy In-
signia Red wilh the remsaining one-quarter being colored Glosy Orange-
Yellow,

The color schemes and marking specification remained unchanged until
the end of 1961,

LIGHTER THAN AIR TERMINATION

On 21 May 1961, the Secreiary of the Navy approved plans for the ter-
mnation of the lighter-than-alr program. These plans decommlssioned all
operational units by the end of November, and placed cight of the ten re-
maining aisships in storage. The Overhaul and Repair Facility st Lakehurt
was inactivated, leaving another page of history filled. On 31 Dclom Flest
Airship Wing One and Patrol Squadrons ZP-1 and ZP-3, the las operating
units of the LTA branch of Naval Aviation, were decommissioned st
Lakehurst.

While this segment of Naval Aviation being brought 1o an end i 1961,
ancther phase of MNaval Aviation history was being lounched. On 25
November, USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-65) the Navy's firn nucbear-
puwered aircraft carrier was commissioned at Newport Newa, Virginia.

Last hurrah for the non-rigid airship, the Goodyear built ZPG-3W buill
for the Mavy's sarly warning radar network. This 1960 pholo il
lustrates the Aluminum neoprens coated envelope with U.S. NAVY
lettering, 54 inches high, and Non-specular Light Gull Gray painted
car. (Goodyear)




MIL-C-18263C{Wep) 27 December 1961
The first major change in this specification was that of the application of
remonable paint. Materials available under specification MIL-P-6884, pain:,
temporary identification could be applied aver the permanent paint finish by
field activities when outhorized by the applicable command, and when the
wse of 4 permanent paint finish for obtaining the prescribed color configur-
tion was not advisable, wch as in the Tollowing cases:
Land camouflage
On aircraft that were finished in the Semd-Ciloss Seaplane Gray color,
addition of Glowsy Insignia White 1o surfaces viewed from below,
for cameuflage against sky backgrounds.
Addition of temporary markings and seasonal color schemes.,
Obliteration of exiving markings for special missions.
Addition of Semi-Closs Seaplane Gray or Semi-Gloss Black color 10
modify a solar reflecting Glossy Insignla White roof for Arctic
opesations,
Addition of Semi-Gloss Scaplane Gray to cover the White rool of
aircraft in operations near unfriendly foroes,

CARRIER AIRCRAFT

A Slight change in the painting of carrier alrcralt appeared as the vertical
control surfaces were pow painted Glossy Insignia White, Until this time,
they had been painted NS Light Gull Gray with only the horizontal control
sirfsces being painted Glossy Insignia White.

Carriet 1ype aireralt modeh used in both Training and Operating Com-
mands retained their combat cobor scheme when issued from overhaul or new
production. The high visibility color scheme was applied bocally on wuch air-
craft when they were used in training and/or when autharized by the Chiel of
Naval Air Training. Carrier type aircraft assigned exclusively to training use
were ivsued from overbusl or pew production with the high visibility Semi-
Giloss Fluorescent Red Ovange and Glossy Imignia White color scheme.,

BASIC COLOR SCHEME
Under MIL-C-18263C(Wep, slight changes were made in the following
paint schemes:
Search and Rewcue (YU G Insignia White
Seaplanes 50 Seaplane Gray
S0 Fluosescent Red Orange
Submarine Search (HS) G Insignia White
Seapilanes SG Seaplane Gray
S Fluorescent Red Orange
Submarine Search (HS) 4 Engine Gray
and Attack §G Fluorescent Red Orange
KD Targes (KD} G Insignia White on upper surfaces,
fencept fuselagel; vertical
stabilizer, rudder,
G Fluosescent Yellow-Orange on entire
fusclage

G Insignia Red on bottom of all
aerodynamic surfaces
[vone, Anti-Submarine (D5) G Engine Gray
S0 Fluorescent Red Orange
SG Fluoresent Green. Color was Engine
Gray except for Red Orange on left
side; Fluorescent Gireen an right side.

FLUDRESCENT (HIGH VISIBILITY) COLOR CONFIGURATIO

Once again, this MIL spec called for shight changes in the high visibiliny
paint schemes far Navy and Marine Corps aircraft, Authority was granted to
extend the high vislbility Muorescent color 1o the entire exterior wirface of
heli intended foe in remole areas. In special case
such as the HTL and HUL helicopters. pabnting was balanced so that the
weight 0f paint forward of the heficopter was balanced by the welght of paie
alt.

The general principles applicable 1o the Mllm:m of the Semi-Glon
Flunsessent Red Orange paint were as follow

o, Wing tip markings on the top and Imlmm of the wings, ex-
tending inboard on the wings abour one-hind of the length of each
wing, but extending inboard no less than 4 feet nor more than §
fieet. Unless spesific dimensions were given, the Muarescent strip
was terminated at the natsral break contour, and
harizonal control surfaces were not painted with the Nuorescent
paint. The entire vertical tnil section to the zone where the vertical
wiabilizer flared into the fusclage was painted Semi-Gloss Fluores-
cen Red Urmu Cunlml surfaces were not painted If a rebalane-
ing of these ould be necessary due 10 the addition of the
Semi-Ciloss i—Iuorcﬁc:m Red Orange. This paint scheme was most-
By used by rramiports, both two and four engines, and the crescent
or halfmoon configuration alresdy mentioned, romained in ex-
tence on these adrerafl,

the bottom and sides of
& from the radome, if any,
and extending alt and terminaling at a line perpendicular o the
forward edge of the front canopy, was painted Semi-Ciloss
Fluorescent Red Orange. Fo naparts, the areas receiving this
paint were the bottom and sides on the front porticn of the
Tuselage, starting from the radome, if any, and extending aft to a
line perpendicular 1o the leading edge of 1he wing o I-n—mulm:
transports, or aft 1o a line perpendicular 1o the most forward po
thon of the engines on four engine-trapsporis, The clNﬂmIr) -n-
signia, rain erosion resistamt finksh, de-lcer boats, exhaus tail
finish, etc., retained their original colors, and were not painted
with the Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange finish and the Na-
thomal Insignin, and the edges of the Flostescent linish wene sanded
smooth, when dry, 1o avoid any serodynamic disturbance,

The Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red-Orange areas on reciprocating
engine traincrs and jet trainers were changed once again, Instead
of the split high visibilisy paint scheme, these alreralt pow carried
the fallowing scheme:

a. Oine third of the wing area was 1o be painted Semi-Ciloss
Fluorescent Red Orange, the one.third area being that area siar-
ting from the tip of the wing and extending inboard.

b. The entire vertical tail section, including rudders and trim
tabs, 10 the zome where the vertical siabilizer MNared indo the
fasclage was finished in the fuorescent finish, with the re-
guirements of rehalancing control surfaces, after the applicasion
of the finish being enforced under MIL-P-2169%,

. The fluorescen! finksh wits not applied to the leading edges
of the wings, wabikirers, tip tanks, belly tanks, radonses, cfc., of
these alreralt.

Lockheod EP-2E (P2V-5FE) Neptune (127777), attached to NAS Glon-
wiow, lilincis. Colors are Insignia White top of fusslage: while the
wings, lower fusslage and engine nacelles are Semi-gloss Seaplans
Gray. (Eric Lundahl via Harry Gann)




EXAMPLES OF
SQUADRON INSIGNIAS

1951

VMA-251
1954

VF-11
1974

VF-84 VF-213
1978 1984




The wing tip tanks on alscraft that carried the Moorescent Ginish, such as
the P2V, were painted Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red Orange all over, except
for the anti-glare and polished areas, and the leading edges as staied above.
The fluorescent finish was not applied to any tramsparent or transloce:
plastic, of metal frames or fillings on ircraft windows, The fuorescent
fimish was not applied 10 the nose sections of any aircraft having an area of
lews than 2 square feet, such as the FEU Crusaier.

SEARCH AND RESCUE SCHEME

The description of this color scheme for Search and Rescue aircraft ap-
peared for the first time in o MIL-C-Spec. Previously these alrcraft had been
mentioned in the MIL-1-1643 Specifications.
ider MIL-C-18363C(Wep), Search and Rescue aircraft were painted in
the following manner: On each side of the forward part of the fuselage,
cemered betwoen the leading edge of the wing and bow, or nose, a rectangle,
whose length was equal 1o three times fts height, appeared in Orange Yellow.
The height of the rectangle was thirty-three percent of the vertical dimension
of the projection of the fuselage side at the point of application, except that
the height of the rectangle was nos larger than 36, nor less than 20 inches, in
chuding the bosder which wis Glossy Black, The rectanghe was located as near
as possible 1o the center of the vertical projection of the fuselage at the point
of applic The base of the reclangle was parallel 10 the longitudinal axis
of the fascl:
Using the PeM s an example, the following locations of colors were as
follows: The Crange Yellow rectangle, as mentioned before, was located on
the forward portion of the fuselage. Also o Glossy Orange-Yellow band,
oulined in Glowwy Black, was ocated just forward of the vertical ail surface,
starting just above the water line and extending over the top of the Tusclage 1o
the other side, ending just above the water line. This band was 36 inches
wide, and the black border was 3 inches wide. The upper porthon of the wing,
between the outer edprs of the engine nacelles was painted Glossy Ovange-
Yellow with a Glossy Black border, the Glossy Orange-Yellow not extending
00110 the cowling covers and ending a1 the rear of the leading edge finish, The
Moars were painted Glossy Orange-Yellow, including the Moan strur. The
wing tips and the vertical tal sutfaces were painted Semi-Gloss Fluorescent
Beod Orange in the same manner as transpart aircraft alrendy mentioned. The
basic colors of the PAM. as memioned above, were Semi-Gloss Seaplane
Ciray wihi o Cilossy Insignia White salar reflecting top.

Search and Rescue helicopters were painted in Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red
Orange and Gilossy Engine Gray, and did not carey any of the Glessy Orange-
Yellow markings as described above,

PRO R A BLIES

Propelier blades on mulli-cngined planes were painted on both sides from
the tip to 3 inches from the tip with Glossy Insignia White, followed by a 6
Ench strip of Glossy Insignia Red. then a 3 inch sirip of Glossy Imsignia
White. The r:ﬂnlIlJn of the blade was painted NS Hlack on both sides.
However, the NS ck was eliminated on the blades if the following two
conditions were met 1-x|.:_ If cotrosion protection was not required, and
secondly, if the blades were so situated that they did not produce glare or ex-
cessive brightness in the pilot’s or copilot's seat, e.g.. in cases where the
blades rotate in a place aft of the pilot's sear. If the blades were so situnted m
1o produce glare or excessive brighiness in the pilot’s or copilo’s eyes, the
Gilosay Insignia Red and the Glossy Insigrin White were replaced with NS
ht Red and NS Insignia White, respectively, on the rear face of the blades
nly, Propeller blades on single engined planes were painted on the front side
i the same manner as for mulii-engine blades: the rear face, however, shall
be colored NS Black.

The onby other significant change in MIL-C-18263C{Wep) was the adidition
of paint schemes for tail n N1|In and main rotor blades for helicopters.
These markings, up until s time, hud appeared in MIL-1-18464

Many changes had taken place throughout the years 1954 10 1961 in the
ficld of aircralt color schemes: the first in 1955 when the Glossy Sea Blue col-
or was phased out and the Glossy Insignin White and N5 Light Gall Gray col
or became the major combat color scheme for US Navy and Matine Corp
aircrafy

Since the true had been sigied in Korea, tensions had created an unessy
situation in the Far East and the Middle East. Thew tense siluations kept
both the Sisth and Seventh Fleets in constant readiness.

New carriers, missiles and aircraft were introduced as the years continued.
old -an& and aircraft were phased out 1o make room for the new, and Naval
ion marked its golden anaiversary in 1961, and COR
., became the first American in space.

As the Unived !‘w:ln moved into the early 19605, 5 new era in the field of
aviation was about 10 unfold and was born with the coming of the space age.

Mote than kalf of the nation’s first astronauts had Navy backgroundic
heginning with CDR Alan B Shepard, USN, who made the United Sane’
fiest trip Ento space with a sub-orbital flight on $ May 1961. LT COL John H
Glenn, USMC, became the firy Amerbcan astronaut to orbit the earth on 20
February 1962,

On 31 August 1962, the lass flight of a Navy ainhip took place o
Lakehurss, New Jersey, ending a foty-five year era of lighter-than-air opers.
tions, that had sarted with the DN-1, the Navy's first airship

On I8 September 1962, a joint Army-Navy-Air Force regulation was
Isued, establishing a uniform system of designating military airerafl, similar
1o that previously in use by the Air Force. Under this regulation, all existing
aircraft were redesignated using a letter, dash, number and letter, 10 indicme
in that order, the basic minion or type of aircralt, ils place n the serics of
that type, and lts piace in the series of that type, and ity pluce in the series of
the changes in the basic design. Under this system, the Crusader, formerly the
F8L-2, became the F-8C, indicating the third change (C) in the eighth (8) of
the fighter (F) series. Provision was also made for indicating the status of the
aircraft and modifications of it basic mission by prefix letiers, Thua, the
YF8U-1P, became the YRF-8A, symbolizing a prototype (Y) of the pholo-
reconnaissance (R) modification of the F-8A aircralt,

Undaerside of a Leckheed P2V.5F Neptuna lllusirates the Semi-gloss
Seaplane Gray and Insignia White scheme for patrol bombers per
diroctive of 12 February 1959, 10 Novembar 1960, (Lockheed)

(Below) Sikorsky SH-34J from NAS Glenview, lllinois carties the
Glossy Engine Gray and Semi-gloss Fluorescant Red Orange paint
schema lor search and rescue lype post.December 1961, Tail relor
tips are painted Insignia Red/insignia White/Insignia Red. (Eric Lun-
«dahl vin Harry Gannj




I:Dnmﬂ F3B (F3H-2) Demon of VF-213 after the model designation

of Septembar 1962. Tip of vertical tall surfaces are painted

UUN Blue 1o designate the third squadron and carries Orange Yellow

gtars. Tadl lotters “NP™ are inchas high, and are assigned to

C¥G-21 at this time. The constaliation Leo (Lion) sign is applied with

Insignin Blue paint as is the fuselage flash above the word NAVY.
[Harry Gann)

(Above) Douglas A4D-ZN Skyhawks of VA-144 al NAAS (N,
ary Alr Station), Fallon, Nevada in 1960, Lighining bolt is Interna.
liznal Orange designating the 4th squadron. Tip of vertical tall sur-
lsce is also painted Orange. (USN)

MIL-C-18263C(Wep) AMENDMENT 1 20 September 1962
This first amendment o MIL-C-192638(Wep) incorporated stight changes
it color schemes of related aircraft
The fiest change required helicopters that had floatation hulls, and were
fimithed in the Muorescent color scheme, would now include a tapered
fsotescent wiripe down the length of the hull

MROPELLER ASSEMBLIES

Progeller blades on singhe engine aircrafl now carried a 4 inch NS Orange-
Tellow hand on the rear face at the tip for all blades of less than 15 feet in
dameter, and a 6 inch NS Orange-Yellow band for larger dinmeter blades,

FLUDRESCENT PAINT SC S

All sircraft used by the Floct, and subject to recall, had a solveni
mmovable type paint applied over the basic calor scheme when attached o o
Command requiring the Miorescent high visibility paint scheme.

MIL-I-13464D{Wep) 26 October 1962

This MIL specification was lssised on 26 October 1962, and saw very few
dhanges in the insignia and markings for Naval Aircraf.

Lewiers and mumeral sizes were changed skightly, and the selection of sizes
i compared to the previous fist were as follows:

Letters and numerals (O1d sizes)

Small I- 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 inches in height
Medium « 12, 16, and 20 inches in height.
Large - 24, 30 and 36 inches in height,
Letters and numerals (New sizes)

Small - 1, 2, 3, 4 1/2, and & inches in height
Medium - 9, 12, 15, 1% and 21 inches in height.
Large - 24, 30, 36, 42 and 48 inches in height.

{Below) ASD-2N Skyhawks of CVG-19's VA-192 during the modifica-
tion period when vertical control surfaces were ordered painted In-
signia White by MIL-C-18263C (Wep) of 27 December 1981,
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The section covering Helicopter Rotor Blades was eliminated from the In-
signia and Markings specifications, and now appearcd in the specification
covering exterior paint schemes, 182630 Wep

JET ENGINE BLAST WARNING

On all aircraft, the areas of the fuscluge, o the arcas of the nacelle or pod,
or combination thereof, which were adjacent 1o the sides of a jet engine ex-
haust, were marked with the words BEWARE OF HLAST

EXTERNAL EXIT EMERGENCY RELEASE

Each external exit emergency release or handle was 1o be clearly marked by
a RESCUE arrow applied on the fusclage. Application of the RESCUE
|I|Ark|ng was accomplished either by painting. or by applyiny ecalcomania
The head of the arrow was 1o be pointed forward, except in the case
U! \l:rm.:'l markings, and as close to the release mochanism s practical
without nverlapruu other primary markings. Secondary markings, such as
STEP or ACC DOOR, were wmitted a8 required 1o accommodate 1the
resciie markings,

The last addition 10 this MIL spec, was thar if space Fmitations permit on
tnctical-type aircraft with White rudders, an effort should be made 10 avoid
applying the unit idenlifying letters on the White finish. However, the
specified height of the letters were 1o be mnininined

As of | November 1962, the United States Navy had reduced its attack car-
rier groups 1o fificen. These consisted of six in the Atlantic, and nine in the
Pacific

PAS
<




F3D-20 Skyknight of VMCJ-3 in Light Gull Gray with Glossy Insignia
White under surfsces thal axtend upwards to mid-luselage.

F3H-2 Demon of VF-14 Top Halters' off ROOSEVELT (CVA-42) in
1961, The aircrall carrios Insignia White control surfaces Including
the tull siabilators. Red trim denotes the first squadron of CVG-1.

M | ——— = <G

FBU-1 Crusader of VMF-333 off FORRESTAL (CVA-58). Trim colors are
Light Green and White.

FAD-1 Skyray ol VF{AW}3 In 1962. Trim color Is Insignia Blus with P
Oranga Yallow stars, and an Orange Yellow lightning bolt on tha tall,

‘'ought ATE Corsalr Il ol VA-25 at NAS Lemoore, Calitornla, July
Grumman ABA Intruder of VMA{AW)-224 at MCAS Charry Point, NC, \B'."S.Tlﬂ and wing tank; trimmed in Dark Grean, the redder and
1972. Rudder is Dark Green. (Jim Sullivan) tail tips are White. (B R Jackson)




e, HUP-2 with o Glossy Insignia White top over
- Glossy Engine Gray under surfaces during 1965,

ABA Intruder of VA-42 ‘Green Pawns' at NAS Oceana. Green trim in-
dicates the fifth squadron of Combal Readiness Replacement Air

Lockheed T-1A trainer atiached to NAS Twin Cities, MN, in an
documented overall Aircrall Gray schame. 1985/86,

A48 Skyhawk of VMA-214 'Blacksheep’, Detachment N off HORNET
ENE12). Trim color ks Black. NAS North Island 1964,



Ovorall Insignia White station aircralt from NARF, El Centro, Califar-
EI. in 1961, Aircratt is North American T-288 Trojan, (USN via Harry
anm}

{Above) US Coas! Guard HC-130B Hercules in Ilight ﬂur[ﬂg 1961,
Fluorescen! Blaze Orange paint on tail surface, wings, & band
and nose section is shown In very laded condition. ‘lhin s:namo prav-
od dus o poor and was replaced by Inter-
national Orange ernq aircralt overhauls. (USCG)

Each CVG normally consisted of two fighter squadrons, all-weather, s
theee or four attack squadrons. Om the FORRESTAL L Y d
carriers, (wo of the squadrons were Nght jet atis
squadron was frwvy attack and one was 3 prop medhon VA squad
X class CVAs carrbed two artack squadrons and a prop squacran. Some
ts operating in the Pacific carried a VAH o
these squadrons, which normally carried from n
ional segment of aircralt were usually carvied fr

n cary warning. of WHISKEY detachment, thre to five
o VAW-11 or VAW-12,
sgraphic detachment, usua

¥ three aircraft from

asure, or QUEEN detachment, of two to four
pm VAW-33 or VAW-13

MIL-I- 184641 Wep) AMENDMENT 1, 8 March 1963

This first amendment 1o MIL-1-18468(Wep) saw the Military Standard 75
color code for Air Force-Navy color schemes changed 10 read Federal St
dard 595

O 1 April 196
Combat Readi
bring 1h

3. oll Replacement Air Groups (RAGs) were redesignaned
Adr Groups (CRACS), This designation was changed & §
line with thelr function.

(Below) Rows of Lockheed P2V-5 Neptunes In for modification dusieg
the early 1960s. Semi-gloss Seaplane Gray and Insignin Whith
schame Is avident. Flap degree markings are Insignia Red and While
Lettering on flap degree marking reads *30 20 10" lop to bollom
{Lockheed)




MIL-1- 184641 Wep) AMENDMENT 2, 24 May 1963

Thin secand 1M 5 anly one significant
change. the application of the American flag for smaller aircrafi,

For the smaller aircraft, the length of the Mlag was nat 10 cxceed seventy-
five percent of the chord at ene-half of the height of 1he vertical tail surface
frem ibe horizontal surface. For smaller aircraft with twin vertical
Mabilirers. the length of the Mag was not to exceed seveny-five percent of the
shord at one-half the beight of the vertical surface.

MIL-I- 184641 Wep) AMENDMENT 3

30 September 1963

Thn thisd Amendment to M|
the marking of Naval aircraft,

B464{Weph created several changes 10

HELICOITER TAIL BOOM WARNING MARKING

M a permanent fluoreseent paint was applied 1o the tail boom, the Glossy
Drarge-Yellow band was omitted, and the arrow and warning legend was ap-
plied in Glowy Black on the fuorescent paint. In cases where temporary
Musrescent paini was used on the tall boom, the paint was upplied over the
Cilensy Orange-Yellow band, except that the red arrow and warning legend
memained visible in a rectungle of appropriote size.

UNIT AIRCRAFT NUMERAL
The minimum beight of these namerals was changed from 16 inches to 12
incher.

SYUADRON DESIGNATION
- The squadron designation for tramsport alreralt could now be applied 1o
the afl section of the aircraft upan approval of the cognizant command. This
wm only permitted if space fimitations wosld not allow the designation to be
placed on bath sides of the fuselage, just forward of the empennage and
weniered umder the branch of service marking.

UNIT IDENTIFYING LETTER
The size of these letters was changed from 36 inches for single letters and
Minches for double Ietters, appearing on the upper surface of the right wing,
4o a minimsums helght of 20 inches with the selection being from the following
slres: 20, 24, 30 or 36 inches, and the largest size possible, The widh of the
sroke of these letters, 4 inches, wan deleied. The letters on the under surface
. of the right wing remained a1 16 inches.
Unit identifying letters on the vertical 1ail surfaces of all aircraft were
changed from a minimum height of 38 inches for single letters and 30 inches
 fox double letiers, 10 @ minimum height of 20 inches. Selection was the same
- i dewcribed above, with the deletion of the 4 inch uroke.
O 20 December |963Carrier Alr Groups (CVG) were redesignated Carrier
Alr Wings (CVW).

MIL-1-18464E(Wep) 20 May 1964

| TR MIL spec., issised on 20 May 1964, saw several minor and a few major
anges in the markings for Naval aircraft as well as several modifications
‘whihin the document itself.

Grumman SHU-168 Albatross painted in spacial scheme lor landbas-
ed i-gi ¥ upper surfaces with Insignia
White undersides. VP-31 tested the SHU-168 as an ASW vehicly for
lorgign use during 1861-62. (Clay Jansson)

WING TIP FLOATS (P5-0NLY)

The wing tip floats on the PS were now required 1o carry a one-inch white
stripe on the inboard side, centered as float W, L. 20, and parallel 1o the load
water line of the aircraft

SEARCH AND RESCUE AIRCRAFT

The markings for scarch and rescue aircraf appeared for the first time in s
MIL-1-18464 specification. Up until this time, these markings had been
covered under MIL-1-6143, although several deawings depleting aircrafy with
search and rescue markings had appeared b MIL-1- 18864 documents,

The search and rescue markings of MIL-L-18464E were s follows:

SEAPLANE AND LARGE AMPHIBIANS

Wing tip Moats and struts were painted Glossy Ovange Yellow,

The upper and lower surfaces of both wing tips were palnted Glossy
Ovrange Yellow from the wing tip inboard at a distance equal to seven percent
of the total wing span, float incladed. A 6 inch black border was added in-
board. The upper sarface of the center section of the wing, including the rear
peojection partion of the engine nacelles, was pinted Glossy Orange- Yellow
1o a distamer just inboard of the two engine nacelles. A 6 inch black border
was added outboard,

On the upper sutface, the ward RESCUE was superimposed in Glossy
Black, and centered aft of the word RESCUE, the appropriate identification
mismerals and/or letters were added, Letiers and mumserals were 1o be 36 in-
ches high,

A 36 inch Glossy Orange-Yellow band with a border of two 6 inch black
uripes wan located approximately 3 fect forward of the leading edge of (he
hosizontal stabilizer, and encircled the aft portion of the hull,

On the forward section of the hull, & sy Orange Yellow rectangle
whoss length was equal 1o three times its height was painted on each sile of
the forward part of the hull, and centered between the leading edge of the
wing and bow. A 2 inch black border was placed around the rectangle, On the
battom of the hull, between the bow and the main strip, and extending from
chine to chine, were the scarch and rescue identification numerals and./or lei-
ters, The top of the letters and/or numbers were a1 the port chine of the hull
and were Glossy Orange-Yellow with a 2 inch black border, Identification
musmbers and/or betters were 23 the height of the Glossy Orange-Yellow rec-
tangle.

HELICOPTERS

Search and 1escue helicopeers were painted overall Glossy Drange-Yellow,
and the word RESCUE painted Glossy Black was bocated at the widest part
of the top of the fusclage, aft of the enclosure, and on the batiom of the
Tuselage; the largest leticrs possible that space would permit were used. The
word ABANDON CHUTE were placed on the bottom of the fuselage in a
logation that would be readily visible from below. The sire of the lettering
was chosen from the standard sizes of 12, 16, 20, 24, 30 and 36 inches



A-1H Skyraider nrr)-lng the tempaorary Modium Green over Glossy b
signia White camouflage scheme used on board the  KITTYHAWY
and CONSTELLATION during thair Vietnam tour of 1668, The schems
:‘ll not overly successful and was discontinued al the end of ik
our, -

of AVAH-8 in an expe ntal scheme of

reen and Olive Drab over Glossy Insignis
wnl‘- Dﬂuw-ﬂu 1966 Vietnam cruise of KITTYHAWK
ed al the completion of

Douglas AA-3C Skywarrior ol V-1 'Balmen’ in a three Gray (FS36118,
FS33631, and F538440) scheme in 1972,

Lockheed AP-2H Neptune of Project Trim, 1968, Author Tom Doll
spant & lot of time with this three toned Gray bird.
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Horth American OV-10A Bronco of VS-41, NAS North Island, Cal Marine Corps North Amaerican YOV-100 Bronco in one of the many
sia, 1970. Insignia on nose is an Emarald Green clover leal in & Wh non standard schemaes deployed to Vietnam for operational testing.
cirche. (Jorry Kishpaugh) 1871, (Goorge Adain)

R
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Leckhond OP-2E Neptune of VO-87 at Davis-Monthan AFB, 1973, Up- The experimental all Black F-4J Phantom Il of VX-4, known as ‘Vandy
por surlaces are Medium Groon (34079) over Light Gull Gray (38440)  One’, tested the anti-corrosiveness of the paint, 1973, (Jary
(Duane Kasulka) Kispaughy

MeDonnedl F-4J of VX4 atl Polnt Mugu, California in & Light Blue and of VA-184 lﬂ‘l’ HANCOCK
Mediem Blus Experimenial scheme (Jerry Kishpaugh) 3 rafl in the Navy, at NAS
moore, Calilomia, 1974, (Jerry Kishpaugh)

T

Rerthrop FSE Tiger in various shades of Blue and Grs‘y as part of  Douglas A-4E Skyhawk of VMA-211, MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, 1975
TOP GUN" &t NAS Miramar, Calilornia, 1975. (Jerry Kishpaugh) (USMC via Hideki Yamauchi)
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F3H.2 Demons of VF.14 on the USS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT
{CVA-42) In 1961. These Demons carry Insignin Red trim cole
designaling the 1st squadron. The ‘Top Hal' Insignia Is corried ing
White circle. The “AB" tail lotters signify CVG-1. (USN via VF-14)

(Above) Vought FBU-1 Crusader leaves USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59)
during exercises in 1961, VMF-333 squadron colors are Light Green
and Insignia White. (USMC via W T Larkins)

{Below) FOF-8T Cougar ftrainer being readied for flight al NAS
Lemoore, Calilornia on 27 October 1861. Flucrescent Red Orange sd
Insignia White scheme is carried. (USN)




MIL-C-182631MWep) 29 June 1964

The first major chang calor schemes that appeared in this document

v of the special patrol paint scheme, All patrol planes were
oy Insignia White solar reflecting fuselage roaf with
mainder of the planc being finished in t Gull Gray. Previowly,
aircraft were painted in an overall S<.|;uur Gray paimt
scherme except in special cases; such as the . These aircrafl
st covered under the special patrol paint scheme of MIL-C-1H263C Wepl.

FLUORESCENT (HIGH VISIBILITY) COLOR CON-
AGURATIONS

Perhaps the biggest chamge in color schemes was that now, the Muorescent,
High visibility, color seheme was now ised onby on aircrafl in the Training
Command, excluding Reserve Training, target control and SAR aircraft,
target aircraft and drones. Requests for asing the fluorescent finish on the

crall, of for special mission aircraft, e.g operations, had 1o

be subimitted to the Type Commander or Cantre sdian to the Chicf
of Naval Operations for approval

Fox ol aircraft uiliring the fluorescent pain, it was not 10 be applicd to

ling Cu

stidi and on arens where skin temper
wai not 10 be applicd below,
seaplanes

above 210 degrees F
or within, 6 inches above the wat

AT REFLECTION

raft and Utility land planes were now s sy
Inunu White solar hent reflecting fuselage top. On Zulu® .nman a Glossy
Imigsia Blue stripe below the Clossy Insignia White area and a blue chevron
n the nacelles coubd be emplayed for decorative purposes

The miajor changes in paint schemes are listed below

Fatod (VIP) NS Light Gull Gray
G Insignia White

Teansposts (VR)

Lasdplanes. G Aircraft Gray
G Insignia White

Uslity Landplanes (VU) G Insignin White
G Aircralt Gray

¥ Seaplanes (VU) G Insignia White

SG  Scaplane Gray
Helicapters
Submarine Search
and Rescue G

Engine Gray

The last major change presented in MIL-C-182631 was that all b metal
would now requine complele painting except o the C-F 18 and C

where the lower Tuselage and vertical stabilizer were 1o n-m.... bare
suminom

Amendment Number 1 of MIL-C-18263C(Wep) way abso incorporated into
SIL-C- 183630 Wep) and bey ne & part of the laiter.

.

(Below) Overall Fluorescent Red Orange palnt covers this Sikorsky
UH-34J helicopter attached lo the Reserve base al NAS Willow Grove,
Fannsylvanla during the early 1960s. The National insignia Is outllined
with Insignia White. toring is Black. Tall rotor tips are
Red'White/Red. (Eric Lundahl via Harry Gann)

Lockheed P2V.5F Neptune al Greenwood, Nova Scolia, Canada in
June of 1962, This Patrol Squadron 44 Neptune is painted per MIL-C-
182630 (Wep) of 12 February 1955, APU cart |s Orange Yellow. [dE C
Darby)

(Bolow) Lockheed P3V.1 Orion of VP9 in tlight cver San Francisco
during the early 1960s. Standard patrol plane schome of Semi-gloss
Seaplane Gray and Insignia White |s carried.

)‘I’I!’ of VF{AW]-3 during 1962. Orange Yellow lightn-
& decorate this ‘Ford'. Anti-glare panel is Medium
Green. (VFAW)- :! vh W A Riley)
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McDonnall AF-48 Phantom 11 *Spirlt ol America’ ol VMFP-3, MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, 1976. Color regulations went out the window as Bi-
Centennial schames began 1o appear. (USMC)

Marine Douglas OA-AM of HAMS-12, NAS Alameda, Californiain a
multi-Gray lactical schama with Light Gray letters and numbers. May
1980. (Jurry Kishpaugh)

g

Northrop F-18A Horne! ol VFA-125. The only vestiges of the older
marking system are the Black numbers and letters on the tall, all
othar markings are in Madium Gray, 1981, (Jarry Kishpaugh)

e

Douglas TA-4J Skyhawk of VA-127, 1881, (Jerry Ki

Vought A-TE Corsair Il of VA-185, 1882 (Jerry Kishpaugh)

Douglas TA-4F Skyhawk of VA-127 in & multi-Gray tactical schems
with White lettering, September 1980. (Jerry Kishpaugh)

McDonnell F-4N Phantom Il of VMFA-321 in a nol completely “toned
down’' scheme, 1981, (Douglas R. Tachauer)

Douglas TA-4J Skyhawk of VA-127 in Blue, Gray, and Tan al NAS
Lemoare, California, 1881, [Jerry Kishpaugh}

=
Vought A-TB Corsair I of VA:205 at Dobbins AFB (NAS Allanta, GA)
1582, Good example of the Tactical painl scheme. (Dougless R
Tachauer)

McDonnell F-45 of VF-301 in two shades of Blue and one of Gray,
Markings are In Black and Rod. USN Reserve, August 1982 (Jerry

Kishpaugh



Douglas TA-4J Skyhawk of VC-12 at NAS Oceana, VA, October 1882,
painted In the tactical scheme. (Douglas R Tachauer)

Brumman F-14A Tomcal

VF-143 al NAS Oceana, VA in October of
1382 (Douglas R Tachauer)

T

Tactically

ad McDonnall F-45 of VMFA-451, NAS Oceana, VA,
Oclober 1882. (Douglas R Tachauer

Douglas A-4F Skyhawk of VA-127, Oclober 1882 in an unusual Brown
wd Green scheme with ‘Low-Viz' markings. (Jerry Kishpaugh)

Douglas M Skyhawk of VMA-214 ‘The Blackhseep’ at MCAS EI
Tore, Ci rmia, April of 1983, A Black with White homs is
painted just behind the air in) R Tachauer)

McDannall FAN Phantom Il of VF-171 {KW) al NAS Das,
tober 1882. The unit has not been able to compls
colorlul markings of old. (Douglas R Tachauer)

&
relinguish the

Douglas TA-1J Skyhawk of VC-12, NAS Oceana, VA, Oclober 1882, No
attempl has boan made to ‘Lowiz' this Skyhawk. (Douglas R
Tachauer)

== s

Marine A-4F Sk; ! VMA-133, NAS Oceana, VA, Oclober 1982,
y 'low-Viz' excepl for the Black tail codes and
squadron designalor on the avionles hump. (Douglas A Tachauwer)

Douglas TA-4F Skyhawk of HAMS-13, March 1983, (Peter Bergagnini)

Vought A-7B Corsair Il of VA-304, NAS Alameda, California, April
1983, (Douglas R Tachauer)




(Bolow) Grumman E-18 Tracer (WF-2) of VAW.11, WHISKEY detach.
mant, being trapped aboard KITTY HAWK (CVA-63) on 22 Oclober
1962. The E-1B Tracer was designated WF-2 Tracer prior to
Seplember 1962. Al the time of this photograph the luselage
designator. WF.2, had not ya! been changed. Color scheme is the
standard Light Gull Gray over Glossy Insignia White. (USN via Harry
Gann)

(Bolow) NAS Willow Grove, Pennsylvania Besch UH-35J In "HI-Viz'
scheme, mid-1960s. (Eric Lundahl via Hamry Gann)

iBolow) Sikorsky HH-52A Seaking in August of 1963 carrying out a
baske! hoist rescue drill at the USCG Air Station, Brooklyn, New
Yark. This HH-52A was still paintad in the 'Hi-Viz’ scheme of Fluores.
cont Blaze O-nnanrlnn-unh White when most other USCG aircralt
were using International Orange in place of the Flucrescen! Blaze
Orange paint. (USCG via T E Doll)

{Balow) Novrth American T-28BID at China Lake, California during 1961
in Targel Drone Director colors ol Engine Gray fuselage, Crangs
Yollow wings and Fluorescen! Red Crange tall and wing stripes. This
scheme was direcled by MIL-C.1B263Bs{Wep), Amendment 2 of 7
December 1955. Exhaust panel on the side of the aircrall Is Black s
is the front of engine cowling. (B R Jackson)
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{Above) Grumman HU-16E Albatross llying out of USCG Alr Station at
Bilaxl, Mississippl in 1964, The Coast Guard Albalross was Tormarly
dasignated UF-2G. (USCG via T E Doll)

(Balow) Number Six Blue Angels Grumman F11F-1 Tiger during 1962,
Filot at this time was Lt Dan Macintyre. (Harry Gann)

(Above) T-288 Trojan attached to NAS North Island, California In
November of 1964. Fluorescen! Red Orange and Insignia White
schame with station name and other markings in Black. (T E Dol

F3H-2 Demon (145226) of VF.31 ol SARATOGA at NAS Cecil Fiald,
Fla in October of 1982 Trim color is Insignia Red. Folix the Cal
omblem is in a White circle in the conter of the Red chevron, behind
the squadron emblem is an E for Excellence. (USN)




Douglas TA-AF of VA-127, In a Tan and Dark Gresn scheme with Vought A-7E Corsalr Il of VA-25, June 1983, (Jerry Kishpaugh)
Madium Gray lottoring, Jure 1983, (Jerry Kishpaugh)

Narth American OV-10A Bronco of VMO-1 in overall Dark Green cn 18
{Jerry Kishpaughy July 1983, (Douglas R Tachauer)

MNorthrop 'TOP GUN® FSE Tiger in Tan and Grean paint. May 1983,

Northrop F-18A Hornets of VMFA-531, al MCAS El Toro, Califormiy
Ogtober 1583. (Douglas A Tachauer)

McDonnell RF-4B of VMFP-3 al MCAS El Tora, Califomis, October  Douglas A-4M Skyhawk of VMA-223, 20 June 1984. This Is an e
1983. This Phantom Il has had the White undersurfaces removed leav.  callent example of the tactical Gray color schame with ‘lew Viz' mark
ing overall Light Gull Gray. Most of the early 'High-Viz' markings re-  ings. (Douglas A Tachauer)
main unchanged. (Douglas A Tachauer)

o il :
Douglas A-4M Skyhawk of the Maval Air Test Center Strike Alrcraft
Test Program, June 1884. This aircr the last production &
(160264), while it carries a tactical schema and Low-Viz markings, the
squadron has not given up its Red Trim. (Douglas R Tachauer

Douglas TA-4F of the HEMS-31 “31st Aggressors’, June 1984, Jusi
bahind the engine Intake warning chevron is an eagle with the word.
ing “31 AGGRESSORS" below I (Douglas R Tachauer)




Gngmman FSF-8T Cougar Irainer of VA-127 at NAS North Island in  Douglas A-4B Skyhawk of VMA-214, Detachment N, fying from
Movember 1064. VA.12T was part o Replacement Air Group 12and a8~ HORNET (CVS-1Z). HORNET was then part of Antl-submarine Air
sch, trained pllots for duly with the Fleet, Fluorescent Red Orange  Group 57. Trim colors on this VMA-214 ‘Blackshesp’ Skyhawk are ap-
and Insignia White schema. (T E Doll) progriately Black. NAS North Island during 1964, {Clay Jansson)

\svn) McDonnell F3B Damon of VF-161 ofl ORISKANY (CVA-34) st (Below) Lockheed's SP-2H Meptune in the Light Gull Gray over In-
NAS Miramar, Calllornia in 1864. Trim color ks Insignia Red identily.  signia White scheme designated for VP aircralt in
Ieg the first squadron of the Alr Group, Scheme is the standard Light MIL-C-182630{Wep) issued on 29 June 1964, VP18 trim colors wers
{ell Gray over Insignia White. (Harry Gann) Black and Orange Yellow. (Eric Lundahl via Harry Gann)

HUP-2 with an Insignin White solar rellecting top over Glossy Englne

(irwy undersides, 1965. (USN vin Willlam T




In May of 1964 VF-13 completed the last crulse for Exst Coast based
F38 Demons on board SHANGRI LA (CVA.38). 'Fighting Thirteen® had
received their Demons in Soplomber 1962 after being the last
squadron to lly the FGA (FAD-1). The Demon’s trim color is Insignia
Red. (VFP-E2 via W A Riley)

(Below) Lockhesd T-1A (144159) attached to NAS Twin Citles, Min
nesotn. Overall Alrcrafl Gray schame appeared on many Reserve ol
cralt, but does not The

0%
| Adr A @ Training. All o
this T-1A. 1965/66. (Eric Lunﬂlhl via Harry Gann)




THE VIETNAM WAR

On 2 Auguse 1964, L AADDOX and USS TURNER JOY were attacked
t lofpedo boats while patrodling International waters in the Gull of Tonkin
ol the coast of Vietnam. On § August, the President of the United States,
Lyndos B Johnson, ordered the United States Navy to take offensive action
aginst the North Vietnamese, Two US carriers, CONSTELLATION and
TICONDEROGA carried oul retalintory sarikes along the North Vietnam

tanes was soon involved in s brush fire war that would baild 10
become a major American effort and see some very l colos schemes in-
corporated. From this date on, and until the end of the Vietnam war, United
2 vy amil Marine Corps aircraft would appear in a number of various
amouflage patterns. Very surprising i the fact that there is no official
docamentation that we (the authors) have been able 10 locate, defineating
thess paint schemes. The paint schemes seem 1o have been administered to
varicens aircraft on the hasis of either a verbal order or a writhen request that
has since been destrayed. The only documentation that could possibly cover
these unusual paint schemes was found in MIL-C-I8363CIWep) of 27
December 1961,

Under MIL-C-18263C in the section governing application of removable
paint, it was stated that temporary paint could be applied ever the permanent
paint firsh by Tield activities when authorized by the applicable command.
The use of & permarent paint finish for ohtaining the prescribed colos con-
fguration was not advisable in certain cascs. Two of these cerfain cases were
linted a5 addition of temporary markings and seasonal color schemes, and
obliteration of temporary markings for special misslons, These two cases
woskd hold true for 1wo instances that can be substantisted by phatographic
evidence aboard CONSTELLATION and USS KITTY HAWK while
opesating in the South China Sea off the coast of Vietnam during 1966,

STELLATION'S VA-65 A-6A Intruders were painied Non-Specular
Dark Greem {14079}, and Non-Specular Olive Drab (34102) on the top sur-
faces. Under surfaces remained Glossy Imsignia White (17675),

KITTY HAWK'S VA5 A-6As used a solid 1op color of Non-Specular
Dark Green (M407%). The unsder surfaces remained Glossy Insignia White.
The RA-SC Vigilantes of KITTY HAWK's RVAH-13 wore top surface col-
i of Non-Specular Dark Green (34079), Non-Specular Olive Drab (34102)
aad Noa-Specular Tan (30219). Under surfaces remained Glossy Insignia
White. RVAH-6 on CONSTELLATION omitted the Tan color {rom their
RA-SCs and used ondy the Dask Green and Olive Drab, This was the only
time that this paint scheme appeared on US Navy aircraft operating from car-
tien and was mever wsed again, Through onc unofTicial source, it was stated
that the colors used were of & water based paint and removed after a very
short time (before completion of the crubse).

[Balcw) Dauglas A-1H Skyraider in temporary camoullage scheme us-
#d during one Vietnam crulse in which KITTY HAWK (CVA-83) and
CONSTELLATION (CVA-84) took part. This camouflage sxperiment,
In 1968, did not meset with much approval and was al the

TOP GUN

A few Douglas A4 Skyhawks began to appenr on West Coast Naval
tiens In a three tone camouflage of Brown, Tan and Green.
were used % FEEFETIOVY in war game exercises.

Top Gun — The paint schemes applied 1o these airerall were designed for

specific purpose, 1o reprevent the enemy, They changed from tme to time
bath in color and design, depending on the peed and were finished according
1o the wishes of the local commander,
B464E(Wep) of 20 May 1964 was iwice amended; once on 24
Auguat 1964, and again on 16 December 1965, The firsi
real significance as to changes for the actisal markings a
for Navy ar Masine Corps aircrafi, The major change was the substitution of
u revised list of aircraft designation changes that had occrred in September
1962

(Above) Field Green CH-46As during operations in South Vietnam, A
welcome sight to tired Marines. The CH-45 “brought "em in and
brought "em home”. These two are on one of the many recon-
naissance patrols behind my lines in the Dy Ha area during
April of 1966 and are recalled by former Marine Corps Corporal Randy
L Robb, “The pilots often flew us in undar the harshest of conditions
but they really topped themselves when it came lo gelling us oul.
Somaetimes a pick-up point was undor fire but they still made it In to
et us and I'll never forget thal.” (USMC via Randy L Robl)

(]

{Above) Douglas KA-3B of VAH-4 in & Medium Green {34079) tem-

complation of the cruise. Top color on this A-1H is Medium Green
, undersides are standard Insignia White. {Douglas)

Iy scheme used for a short time in 1966, VAH-4 was
assigned the fail code “ZB" not ble in this photo. (Hideki
Yamauwchi)




(Above) Freshly painted RA-SC Vigilante of AVAH-6 in Medium Green
{34079) and Olive Drab (34102) upper surfaces on 28 April 1966 a1 NAS
North Island, Califarnia prior to the Vietnam cruise of CONSTELLA.
TION (CVA-B4). (Clay Jansson via The Hook)

(Right) RA-EC Vigilantes of AVAH-13 from KITTY HAWK (CVA-63) car-
rind & threa color experimental camoullage of Medium Green (34079),
Olive Drab (34102) and Tan (30218). AVAH-6 from CONSTELLATION
omitted the Tan from their RA.SCs, using only the green shades.
UsK)
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MIL-I-18464E(Wep) AMENDMENT 2 16 December 1964

The first twa changes incorparated in this smendment were that all parts
markings would now be in accordance with MIL-M-25047 and markings for
Emesgency Escape Systenn were now covered under MIL-A-25185.

Aibded 10 MIL-1-18464E by Amendmenl No. 2 was a new section cover-
ing production block markings. Contractor production control Mocks were
1o be designated by applying n lower case Ietter on the fusclage immediately
follewing the afreraft serial number using the leiter ‘a’ for the first block.
Comsecutive changes shall be designated in order by the letters *b* through
“r'. I ndditional change markings were required the following double ketter
series shall be applicd; *aa’ |hrungn *az'; *ba’ through *he',

The block and size and location
were as follows: on the fuselage, Jmmnllml)- following the aircraft serial
number, sire of the letters was 10 be one-halfl the height of the serinl number.

FATROL AIRCRAFT

Patrol aircraft that were ot present finished in the Light Gull Gray colos on
the undersurface, MIL-C-18263D, now carried the Branch of Service mark-
Ing amil unit identifying letiers and numerals on the undersurface of the left
wing. Color of these letters and numerals were 10 be in Low Gloss White and
the nativnal insigria was (o be in low glow colors.

MIL-C-18263E(Wep) 11 May 1965

On 11 May 1965, a new document governing exterlor coboss of Naval
airceaft was issued. This specification, MIL-C-18263E{Wep), created the
largess change im color schemes to Naval aircraft in the lnst eight years, by the
elimination of Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red-Crrange from almost all alreraft
that had used it in the paw, and replacing ft with Glossy Internationsl
Crange,

H VISIBILITY COLOR CONFIGURATIONS
The high visibility color configurations were emploved on aircraft in the
Training Commard, excluding Reserve Training, target control and SAR alr-
craft, target and dromes. The cobor, Glossy [mernational Orange, was stan-
dard for all high visibility applications, except for targets and drones, These
remained in the Semi-Gloss Fluorescent Red-Orange.

All helicopters, sisch as the TH, UH-25B and UH-19F, used for training
were paknted overall Glossy International Orange. Helicopters such as the
CH-SE, UH-25 and UH-2, asigned 1o search and rescue were also paimed
in a Glossy International Orange paint scheme, replacing the portions thai
Bad previously been Semi-Closs Fluorescent Red-Orange.

The gencral € all high visibility marki
mained the same; only the color was changed.

for all aircraft re.

BASIC COLOR SCHEMES OF MIL-C-18263E(Wep)
ATTACK (VA) NS LIGHT GULL GRAY

G INSIGNIA WHITE
FIGHTER NS L

e
MARINE OBSERVATION (VO) NS

PATROL (VP) NS LIGHT GULL GRAY
G INSIGNIA WHITE
TRANSPORTS (VR)
LANDPLANES G AIRCRAFT GRAY
G INSIGNIA WHITE
SEAPLANES SG SEAPLANE GRAY
THRAINER (VTLANDPLANE
SINGLE RECIPROCATING G MIA WHIT]
3 o INTI N.’\TI’DNAL ORANGE
ECIFROCATING G INSIGNIA WHITE
G

ENG i INTERNATIONAL ORANGE
TRAINER [VTSEAPLANE
ADVANCED AND

PRIMARY S0 SEAPLANE GRAY
G INTERNATIONAL ORANGE
TRAINI:R (VTRIET
RMEDIATE G INSIGNIA WHITE
S G INTERNATIOMAL ORANGE
PRIMARY
TARGET TOWING (VL) G ORANGE YELLOW
O ENGINE GRAY
G INTERNATIONAL ORANGE
UTILITY LANDPLANES (VU) G INSIGNIA WHITE
G AIRCRAFT GRAY
UTILITY SEAPLANES (VL) G INSIGNIA WHITE
G SEAPLANE GRAY
SEARCH AND RESCUE
SEAPLANES (V5) G INSIGNIA WHITE
50 SEAPLANE GRAY
G INTERNATIONAL ORANGE

WARNING(VW)-LANDBASED
WITH NORMAL OPERATING
ALTITUDES G
GREATER THAN 15,000 FEET G
WARNINGIVWRLANDBASED
WITH NORMAL OPERATING
ALTITUDES
COREATER THAN 15,000 FEET  SG
WARNINGIVWRCARRIER
HASED NS L T G GRAS
3 INSIGNIA WHITE
HELICOFTERS

UTILITY {HU)

AIRCRAFT GRAY
INSIGNIA WHITE

SEAPLANE GRAY

CARGD UNLOADINGIHC)
OBSERVATION (HO)
TRANSPORT (HR)
SUBMARINE SEARCH
AND ATTACK (HT) G ENGINE GRAY
TRAINER (HT) G INTERNATIONAL ORANGE
TARGET (KID) G INSIGNIA WHITE
G FLUDR NT YELLOW.
ORANG
G !\ISI(;NIR RED
TARGET DRONE {IDK) 50 JORE! NT YELLOW.
IIIIANGT
DRONE CONTROL (KD) G ORANGE YELLOW
G INTERNATIONAL ORANGE

G ENGINE GRAY
DRONE, ANTI-SUBMARINE G El INE GRAY

56 FLUORESCENT RED ORANGE
FLUORESCENT GREEN
ALUMINUM
LIGHT GULL GRAY
G = Gilossy S0 = Sﬂnl-\‘.»lu\l NS = Non-Specular

O 1 July 1965, Fleet Alr Wing § was commissioned at Naval Air Station,

Moffen Field, and all Helicopter Usility Squadrons (HU} were redesignated
Hnlnmgnu Combar Support Squadrons (HC) and Urility Squadrons (VL)
were Fleet Composite Squad) V) to bring their designa-
tions more in lise with their functions and composition,

AIRSHIPS (ALL TYPES)

2 &

iLelty FBU-2N Crusader e.urh: tha conlractor's production control
rl:‘ock number (lower case ‘e’ adjacent to alrerall BuNo, 14B5458).

i
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Beech TC-45J) from MNAS Los Alamitos, California during the
mid-1960s, Insignia White over Light Gull Gray color scheme. (Eric
Lundah! viaHarry Gann)

(Balow) Grumman EA-SA Intruder of VMCJ-2 in standard Gra
‘White color schema, 1966. Insignia on rudder Is Black as are lIl eliul
markings. (USMC via Wil rhins)

Sikorsky SH-34J fron: GUAM [LPH.8) in overall Glessy Engine Gray
with Insignia Whil s. Tail boom waring stripe Is Crange
Yollow. GUADALCANAL ".PH 7 Is in |ll| background. Mid-1960s.
TUSH win Jerry Kishpaugh)

(Below) Bosing-Vertal CH-th of HHM-161 In South Vietnam, during
the mid-1960;

DMZ. and OPERATION HICKORY | in the Mekong Delta during
nuary of 1968. This CH-46 with its well wom Fleld Green paint and
Black lattering was typlcal of Vietnam, (USMC via Randy L Rob)

MIL-1-18464F(Wep) 12 July 1965

This document, issued on 12 July 1965, was much the same as MIL-1-
1B464EWep) of 20 May 1964, The two amendments followingthe previoas
specification had been incorporated into MIL-1-18464F and only two major
changes were introduced.

RESERVE AIRCRAFT MARKINGS

The first major change of this specification was that the Orange band on
the fuselage of Reserve aircraft was no longer required, and that the station
name would be an optional marking for all Navy and Marine Corps Reserve
alreraft,

SOUADRON DESIGNATION WITHIN CARRIER AIR GROUPS
A seventh squadron color for At Group squadron designations was add.
od; Glossy Insignia Blue. The breakdown now read as follows:

I8 Squadron or Uit
2nd Squadron or Unit  Glossy Orange Yellow

3rd Squadron or Unlt  Glossy Light Blue

4th Squadron or Unit  Glossy International Orange
Sth Sguadron or Unit  Glossy Light Green

fith Squadron or Unit  Glossy Black

Tth Squadron or Unit  Glossy Insignia Blue

Glossy Insignia Red

Location of these markings were the same as in previows specification, pro-
peller spinner(s) and approximately the 1op 7 inches of the vertical tail sur-
facels), on both sides above the Unit Idemifying Letrers

With the addition of the seventh squadron color, all akrcrafi with 3
designation of VAW, VFP, VAIAW), eic., were deleted. However, the
Maroon marking remained for other squadrons

MIL-C-18263E(AS) AMENDMENT 1 26 July 1967

Thas amendment 10 MIL-C-18263E incorporated several changes in the
colar schemes of Navy and Marine Carps akrcralt

The fira change deleted the Reserve aircraft from the Special markings sec
tion. This was due 1o the deletion of the Chrange band mentioned wnder MIL-
1-18464F

SOLAR HEAT REFLECTIONS

Allnircraft formally Known as Zuly aircraft were now signified as aircraft
used in a VIP or seaff capacity, now were to carry a Black stripe below (he
white area of the solas heat reflecting roof, and a Hlack chevron on the
macelles for decorative purposes.

\wn KWAYS AND STEPS

e aircraft walkways which were painted NS Light Gull Gray remain-
e\l s, unless a situation of gross contamination was prevalent, due 1o the air-
craft configuration; the walkways were then painted NS Dark Gull Gray.

Several changes i the overall colos scheme of aircraf were also introduced
i this amendment.

The OV-10 Bronco, the Marine Corps® mewest observation girplane was
painted N3 Field Geeen on the upper varface, and ight Ciuall Gray on the
bottom surface. Normally, Marine observation aircralt were painted overall
NS Field Green,

Warning aircrafi, landbased with normal operating altitudes of 15,000 fect

of less were now painted Semi-Gloss Seaplane Gray and Glossy Insignia
White; solar reflecting roof.
SH-3 helicopters used in the capacity of anti-submarine and search were
painted Glowsy Insignia White on the upper surfaces down to an undulating
line extending from the botiom of the lower window in the pilor’s compar-
ment to the bottom of the tail hinge, and the lower portion was painted NS
Light Gull Gray,

MIL-1-18464F(AS)* AMENDMENT 1 23 February 1967
With this amendment, the markings for helicopiers were altered slightly in
the application of the words ABANDON CHUTE, This marking, applisd 1o
all Search and Rescue helicopies, could now be applicd 10 other helicopten
engaged in search and rescue work ot the diseretion of the cognizant com.
mangds kn an appropriate locathon so as 1o be readily visible from below

NAVAL ATTACHE (ALUSNA) AIRCRAFT MARKI

The markings for NAVAL ATTACHE aircrafi would mow apply
NAVAL MISSION alecraft; cither a NAVAL ATTACHE marking or 3
NAVAL MISSION marking was 10 be applied as applicable.

“The AT replacing she WER fidfumng ihe spraificu
Amendmrns prear rm the wocdica

o murmber wrs wos afficsally roadered wasl
sombes of Ameadmest |




MIL-1-18464F(AS) AMENDM)

By this amends B464F(Wep) was changed
1o read MIL-1-18464F and through the specification, Bureau of Naval
Weapon wan changed to resd Naval Air Systems Commansd

211 March 1968

d on the vertical
position that it was harirontal, and the union was in the
uppermost on both sides of the vertical surfaces, On aircraft having mubtiple
wertical tail surfaces, the Mag appeared only on the outboard sides, The Maj
on the left sids right side of the aircraft was applied with the Bluc fickd
forward and the sripes extending aft. The bars of the flag were to appear (o
bearailing at all times, and the flag was to be located symmetrically am all wr-
faces

O | July 1965, the Naval Air Reserve was reorganized into wings and
wquadrons known collectively as the al Air Reserve Force and, effective |
August, Commander Naval Air Reserve Training assumed sdditional duty as
Commasder Naval Air Reserve Fosce, This change was made fo imure a
moee rapisd and efficient transition to combat satas in the event of mobilizs
tion,

On 1 Aprl 1970,
CVWR-30 were com

o Reserve Carrier Air Wings, CVWR-20 d
nissioned, followed by CVSGR-T0 and CVSGR-80 on |
May. This was a continuation of the program Initiated in July 1968 mention.
e above. The reorganization placed all carrier-type squadrons in twe reserve
camier wings and two carrier ASW groups, Twelve VP and three VR
squadioms joined the car roms under the control of Commander
Naval Air Reserve Foree.

MIL-C-18263F(AS) 29 June 1971

Wish the lssuing of this lasest paiming specificathon covering the exterior of
Naval aircrafl, a great many eolor changes were inaugarated. Minot changes
in the baxic structure of the spesification were alio evident

The first major change was the deletion of the use of removable paint for
lempoarary paint schemes. This section had been carried throughout all of the
peevious documents, but woald o longer be used by Naval or Marine Corps

removable Glossy Engine Gry
. These aircraft were now painted with a permane

¥ Engine Gray rool. Temporary use of the High Visibility paint scheme
for aircraft operating in hdgh density areas w o deleted,

SEARCH AND RESCUE SCHEME

SAR Helicopters, except when configured for combat operations, were
w fimished in  high visibility color scheme of Glowy International Grange
and Glowy Engine Gray

PROPELLER ASSEMBLIES

Propeller axsemblics and helicopter blades, maim and tail rotor, were now
siwvered mnder MIL-F-18264. Color and markings remained the same as M|
CIRMIE.

ENGINE COWLING INTERIORS
The interior of engine cowligs were now

inted Glossy Light Gray.

[Below) The Lockheed AP.2H fealured o three Gray color schema,
Light Gull Gray {38440), Dark Gull Gray (36231) and Sea Gray (36118),
all non-specular. Small 12 inch US national insignias wore placed on
Puselage sidos bul nol on wings. The wings incorporated 7.82mm

¥

Project Trim (Trail Interdiction Mission) Lockheed AP.2H Neptune
modified for Projoct Trim in 1967, The AP-2H was madified from a
standard SP-2H Neptune with the MAD boom being removed and an
Arro 11A tall turrel installed in its place. The Aero turrel foatured
twin M-3 20mu guns. The MK-8 ght and infs gl
scopa was also carried on the AP-2H. This Neptune also carried eight
A0uw Honeywoll grenade launchers in the bomb bay.

1|

Project Trim Lockheed AP.2H banks away showing underside of the
alre and ils wrap-a-round camoul scheme. Carriod on the
wings on the oulboard stations were elther two low drag general pur.
pose MK-82 500 b, bombs and one MK-81 250 b, bomb, o two MK-TT
napalm bombs on each wing. Fibergl progs were driven by the
Wright R-3350 engines. S oul as Project Trim, the unil was
redesignated VAH-21 in December of 1868, Home base was Sanglay
Paint, Republic of the Philippines but most of ils flying was done in
the Mokong Delta reglon of South Vietnam, flying out of Camranh
Bay, VAH-Z1 flew most of their misslons at night, Co-sulhor Doll
worked o all four AP-2Hs of Project Trim in 1967, (Lockheed)

minl-guns mounted in a pod firing 6,000 rounds per minute. The
pylans on which the minl-guns wero mounted wern angled al approx-
imately 30 degrees down and il 1

500 feet ahead of the airplane. (Lockheed)
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BASIC COLOR SCHE
Carrier Based Altack (VA)
Carrier Based Fighter (VF)

Marine Observation (VO)
Patral (Vi)

Tramsporis (VR)
Landplancs

Trainer (V1)
Seaplanes

Utility (VL))
Landplanes

Scaplanes

Search and Resoue Seaplanes
Warning (VW) Landbased with
normal operating altitudes greater
thuar 15,000 fieet

Landbased with normal aperating
altitudes of 15,000 fect oF less

Carrier-based VW

Target Towing and Drone
Target (KD}

Target Drone (DS)

Helicopeers
Utility (HU)

Cargo Unloading (HC)
Observation (HO)

Transport (HR}

Subemarine Search and Attack
(HS) except SH-3

Trainer (HT)

Drone — Anti-Submarine

=Furepd Marise I

MIL-C-18263F(AS)

[-‘In\\:; Light Gray

nia White
(‘Jmly Light Gray

Cilossy Insignia White
Non-Specular Field Green®
CHossy Light Gray

CHimssy Insignia White

Cilossy Light Gray

Cilossy Imsigiia White
oy Insignia White
Glossy International Orange
Cibossy Engine Gray

Cikossy International Orange

Gilossy Imignia White
Gloss: ¢

Glassy Insignia White
ngine Ciray
Glossy International Grange

Gl
Cilowsy

g Gray
miignia White

Glosvy Engine Gray
Cilowsy Insignia White
Cilousy
sy
Cilsvy
Cilosy Insignia White
Cilowsy Inernational Orange
Cbossy Imsignia White
Gloasy Fluorescent Yellow
Orange

Semi-glows Fluotescent
Yellow Osange

Glossy Engine Gray
Cilossy Engine Gray
Clossy Engine Cray
Gilossy Engine Geay

Gbowsy International Orange
Glosay Engine Ciray

loss Fluorescent

lows Fluorescent Green

oo Tl s
N St Fld e

o Wkite om the it sueicrs af the it The busbamer o e 0817 s puied

Lockheed OP-2E of Observation Squadron 67 (VO-67). These Nep-
tunes, like those of VAH-21 (Project Trim), were extensively moditied
lot use In Vietnam. Upper color was Medium Green (34075) over Light
:];I): ﬂwl.ny (36440). All codes are Black. The letters assigned were

All changes in the basic color scheme, from MIL-C-IRZ63E(Wep) of 1§
May 1968 were marked with an asterisk. The changes in the attuck, fighter,
patrol and cartier based aircraft were in the colors andy, Light Gull Gray was
changed to Light Gray. Application remalned the same as previously owtlin.

As of | July 1971, the assignment of identificatson letters for Navy and
Marine Corps aircraft was as follows:

NAVAL AIRCRAFT UNITS
41T|\(.'l (AI'II'IIEI'I AIR WINGS

NL
NL
sl
oV NP
RCVWA*  AD
RCVW.A2** M)
CYWR-20  AF (Reserve)
(S CVWRI0 NI (Reserve)
CVWI1
ASW MII GROUPS
CVSGS) NS NT
CVGS-54 AT C v:l il AW [Reverve
CVGR)
CVOS-56 AU CVSR-80 NW (Reserve
CVEGR)

HT ATTACK
-4 UM

ELICOPTER MINE COUNTERMEASURE SOUADRON
HAM-12 bH

TACTICAL ELECTRONIC WARFARE

VA3 G0 VAQW-13 TR
CARRIER AE

CAEWW-12 G vaw L

RVAW-1I0 TT

RLY WARNING AND WEATHER RECONNAISSANCE
Vw4 MH

FLEET COMPOSITE
UA  ¥C

L L Sneny—

VAR, V034, VELTN, VA VAT ot VAL

FBE Crusader of VF-211 with six North Vietnam flags painted on its

wantral fin indicating the number of enomy fighters the squadren

:M: ﬂovlm in aerial combat, Trim colos is Insignia Red. (LTV via B
ackson|




FATKUL NARESTRACOM

VP26 LK INAVAL AlR IlEﬁIJﬂ‘I' TRAINING COMM,
VP30 LL Atlanta Willow Grove
VP3L RP Diallas w Washington
VP40 QE Detroit 7Y Jacksonville
VP41 LM Glenview W Alameda
VPa3 LN Los Alamitos 7L Lakehurst
VP46 RC New Orbeans X Memphis
VP47 RO New Yark TR Norfolk
VP4 SF So. Weymouth TZ  Noeth Island
ean s NAVY RESERVE SQUADRONS
ol sq CARRIER SOUADRONS
vP-35 Lo RVE LANT
nwo“.-usaucs ATTACK® CYWR-30
RAVH GH AH-9 oM IA ODE AF TALL CODE NI
Iu'AH-i Gl HVAH 2 GP YF-201 VF Miramar
RVAHS  GK  RVAH GR DVE.202 Dallas Miramar
RVAHS  GS  RVAH44 GO VA-203 Jacksonville Alameda
HVAHT QL VA4 Memphis Alameda
VA-208 Detroit Point Mugy
Y TALTI( M !l PPORT VEP-206 Washingian Washington
RV VAW-207 Norfolk VAW.307 North Island
Vit R?‘ va 52 T VAQ-208 Alarmeda VAQ-H08 Alumieda
Vi24 1M VRC-0 cn VA-2E Glenview
VR-30 RW  VRC-50 RG VA2I0 S0, Weymouth
VRS0 15
a\vm,um,\mu WARFARE
FLICOPTER COMBAT SUPPORT CVSGR- CVSGRE0
UP  HC-§ o TAIL (um AW TAIL CODE SW
NU - HC6 HW V5Tl Lakehurst v North Iiland
SA HCT VH Notfolk Alameida
HT Lakehurst Whidbey Island
enpct
T AR RECONNAISSANCE e Pt
PR VO3 TC VSF76 New Orleans New Orleams
wQ Vo4 ML VAW-TE Norfulk North Island
AlR m,T AND EVALLATION PATROL wl..annnsh
Xl 3 XE V-6 LS  Glenview PG Point Mugu
VX4 !1- VP62 LT Jacksonville \'1- m FL Memphis
~ pyps Ehe Vied Ly Willow Grove Vie9 P Whidbey Isdand
Ah‘rnvn\fl-'__r‘l\l- I)M'IJAIDYMHNT Ve LW  Patuxent River  VP-9| PM  Moffon Field

Vi LX  Glenview
VP92 LY S0, Weymouth
Vi LZ  New Orleans

DCEANOGRAPHIC DEVELOP
VXNE 18

T SOLUAD NS
NAVAL AIR TRAINING NABATRACOM VRS0 1wm:rlnn ':E N ,f:mmh
(NAVAL AIR BASH : COMMANI) VRS0  Unit2 IS Willow Grove
FRo NAS Perisacol VRSI Unit] RV Alameds
VTl NS Samficy Pl VR-SI Unit2 RV Whidbey Island
T2 g Ficld VR-SI Umitd RV Glenview
:{-:.j ::: l‘:::"m Field VR-52 Unit 1 IT  Dallas
sacola W it 2
VTS5 NAS Saufley Field VR-52 Unit 2 T Memphis
V-6 NAS Whiting Field
V-7 NAS Meridian
VT-9 NAS Meridian
VT-10 MAS Pensacola
HT& NAS Ellyson Field
NAVANTRACOM
:\-\\AI AIII anum:m TRAINING COMMAND)
Corpus Christi
II—' Kingriie
H
I
3 Chase Fiekd F-4 Phantom Il of VF-11 ‘Red Rippers’ al NAS Alamada, Calitornia in
3L Chae Field May of 1969, Trim color s Insignia Red. (Smalley via Tom G
3G Corpus Christi
o lararcuel “Triple Zero’ signitying the personal aircrall of the Commander Flest
JA Comis Chisti Alr Miramar in 1963. Pilot of this F4B is Captain Stanley W Vejtasa.
! A Standard USN Light Gull Gray over White camoullage with Black
NATECHTRACOM codes. (Harry Gann)
(NAVAL AIR TECHNICAL TRAINING COMMAND)
Glyaco 4B Pemsacols ap
Lakehurst 4L Philadelphia 4P
Memphis an

AN ther VAN g shue forers of pareat CVIF




T MARLE

©AND MARINE SUPFORT UNITS HEADQUARTERS

HS FMFLANT B2 HAMS-24 EW
HS FMFPAC  WZ  HEMS-26 EL
HEMS-10 SE - HAMS.2T CZ
H 1 SE HAMS-30 SE
HEMS-12 WA HAMS3 EX
HEMS-13 YU HEMS32 DA
HEMS. 14 CN HAMS-3 WX
HEMS-13 Y& HEMS.3? QF
HEMS-16 HR
Vi
VMAI DX
VMA-2I4 VL
VAA22Y W
VMASLT
VMFA-I1S W
VYMFA-122 ws
VMFA-212 DN
VMFA-232 wu
VMEA23S VM
VMEA-251 EC
VMEA-JIZ

ALL-WEATHER ATTACK
VMAAWEIZE VK YMAAW)242 DT
va VMAAW)II EA
VMAIAWRSI ED

VMAAWR2S CE

OBSERVATION
VMO ER VMO8 WH
YMO-2 ¥s

AERIAL REFUELER/ TRANSPORT
VMR- 152 0B VMCR-352 on
BH

VMCH-242
HELICOPTER LIGHT
HML-167 TV HML-36T VT
HML-267 uy
WELICOPTER MEDIUM
HMM-161 M
H\IM 162 ET
EG
i
£
HMMT 402
OPTER HEAVY
VN YF
YL HMH-363 YH
HMH-363 Y2 HMHT-30)  SP
HMH 6] ©1 HMHT40l P

HELICOFTER DEVELOPMENT
HMX. MX

FLEET TRAINING
T-103 SD VMATAW-202 KO
T-203 KDY VMFAT-I01 sn
\\IAT ([ SC VMFAT-201 KB
COMPOSITE RECONNAISSANCE
VMOH-1 RM YMC3 ™
VMC2 cy

HELICOFTER ATTACK
HMA-269 L

This listing of tail codes for United Staves Navy and Marine Corps aircrafi
aquadrons i the official Bst posted by the Chief of Naval Operations, and fs
ot infallible. Ofien, the changes are not made by the involved squadron, and
the office preparing the chart s not informed 3 to delays that might occur.
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MIL-C-18263F(AS) AMENDMENT 1 9 March 1972

This 10 MIL-C-15263F(AS imed only two changes. The
first was that all Marine helicopters were now painted Glossy Field Green,
and the Non-Specular Insignia White on the lower siurfaces of OV.10s was
changed to Glossy Insignin White.

MIL-1-18464GIAS) AMENDMENT 1 14 August 1975
The main thrusl of this amendment concerned 1he wse of colors 1o
designate the squadrons within the Carrier Alr Group.

S COLOR
SOUABRON TYPE ASSIGNED COLOR NUMBERS
VAW nia Blue 13084/ 35044
First VF Squadron nis Red 136731136
Second VF Squadron range-Yellow 13538733538
First VA Squadron Light Blue 15102/ 35102
Second VA Squadron  International Orange 1219773097
Third VA Squadron Light Green 14187/34187
RVAH/VFR Black 17038/ 37008
VAD Maroon 004 30049
V5 Squadran Dark Green 4062/ VA6
HS Squadron/ HEC
Detachment Magenia 17142/37142

Squadron aircrafl identification colosy were 10 conform to Federal Stan-
dard $9%. For non-camouflaged aircrafl, the colors used were 10 be gloawy
finish, Camoufaged aircrafl were bo use lusterbess colors inon-speculary,

The bask: color scheme applied to the exterios surface of US Naval aireraf
remained the same throughout the mid-1970s. However, a new schome for
Marine Corps helicopters, H-1, H-46 and H-53, was iswcd during 1977,

CNO Message 1218287 issued during April of 1977 ordered a new system
of low IR reflective epoxy primer coupled with a low IR reflective Field
Green (34097) top coat, The new system called for a lusterbess finivh, the old
system featured a glossy finish.

Markings were greatly reduced in size of were 1o be deleted entirely, 11
markings were applied. they were 1o be lusterless Black (37008),

Camouflage pamt schemes have always been experimented with by the
Navy, World War Two most likely represented the zenith of camouflage ex-
perimentation and natioral indgela change. The Vietnam war found some
experimenting being carried ot by CONSTELLATION and KITTY HAWK
als groups during 1966, These schemes were covered carlier

In the early 19705, experimental schemes relalive 10 carrier based aireraft
began 10 gain momentum, Point Mugu's VX4, for example, began sporting
vatrious hues on their aircraft, the most noticeable being Vamdy 1, an all
Black F-4). This all Black scheme was first appliod in 1969 10 1ot an anti-
corrosive paint system. VX-4's TA-41 and another F-2) appeared in variou
shades of Brown and Blue respectively. Change was in the wind...

THE FERRIS PAINT SCHEME

In the mid-1970s, noted aviation artist, Keith Ferris, originated a deceptive
paint system for eaperimental use on Fleet aircraft, The design featured a
splinter type pattern with the colors being various shades of Gray and Blue
Gray. The US national insignia, safety and instructional markings were aho
varied shades of Gray,

Federal Standatd color numbers 361 18, 36231 and 36480 were used an
some pircraft with other shades being applied 1o other aircraf wsed in the ox-
periment, The Ferris scheme also featured the painling of  false canopy an
the undenside of the akreraft for added deception. The Ferris paing schems
was the design...the colors varied,

After mariy years of the Light Gray topside/ Tnsignia White underside col.
ors on naval :ll'tr:ln My, Ferris looked on the older scheme with amazement
and asked, why? ...In just the right places, and, as of this writing, his design
and their impact, are still obvious,

Dharing the final weeks of 1977, the Insignia White undenides of Navy and
Marine Corps sircrafi weee ordered removed, Overall Light Gray beenme ihe
order of the day. In 1974 the toning down of the bright squadron markings
alio became noticeable, with some designs being merely overpainted with
shadles of gray. The US national inslgnia alo became bow and less cone
sphcuous as time moved into the 1980,

TACTICAL PAINT SCHEMES

As the new decade began, Naval Air Sysiems Command was already busy
finalizing the new Tactical paint scherme to be applicd to Navy and Marine
Corps aircraflt. The new scheme was designed (o misimize the initial detec-
tiom range of the aircraft and redisce visual clies.

Early in the sesting program, Tactical Electronic Warlare Squadros-133
AVAL-132), using the new scheme on their EA-6B Prowler akreralt, reported
good results with the new paint system, I tests conducted againii the US Alr
Fosce, the Prowlers had been picked up visually as far out as thisty miles
while using the old scheme of Gray aver White, The new Low-viz schemse




allowed VAQ-133 Prowlers 1o get within five miles of the ememy befor visunl
detection

Crone are the heavy Black letters and numerals, and no more Red, White
and Blue LS mational markings. Moce often than not, even the Red warning
markings are no longer earried. And the colorful squadron markiags are maw
oaly 0 mEmory.

The kst word in the deadly serious game of acrial survival is SURVIVAL
While the colorful markings applicd 1o Navy and Marine Corps aircraft were
imporiant to morale, eventisally the changs aver will be taken in stride and a
sense of camaraderie and esprit de corps will come through none the worse
for wear.

TACTICAL SCHEME MARKING POLICY

General:
If the backgroand color is klk darkest Gray, wse the
Medinm Gray or the ma

211 the background evlor.[s the Madian Gray, use the
darkest Giray for the marking,

341 the background color is the Hghtest Gray, wse ihe
Medium Gray for the marking.

Specific:

1. National Imignin — the star and outer bars are the
background color and the rest of the imignia is the con-
trasting Cray color. (See general policy), The size of the
national imsignia will be minimum sice, 12 inches

2 Major Warning Markings — Letters/printing are in the
background color and the border/background of the
marking s in the comrasting Gray color, (See general
policy).

3. Maintenance Markings — all maintcnance markings are

applied in a comtrasting shade of Gray. (See general
policy).

The firs scheme approved under the new tactical scheme system was
designed for the FA-IRA Hornet, Thiy was approved on 30 July 1980, The
following bs  1is2 of model designs approved along with the dates of approval
and the Federal Standard 593a color numbers 10 be wsed n the application of
the Tactical paint scheme,

FA-IEA approved 30 Jul 1980
A2 opproved 18 Aug 1980
OA-4 approved 25 Aug 1980
EA6B approved 3 Feb 1982
F4 approved 3 Feb 1982
F-14 approved 3 Feb 1982
A approved 3 Feb 1982
AT approved 3 Fcb 1982 m_‘:u-u 78

¥et to be approved, as of this writing, are schemes for the 5.3 Viking, P.3
Orion, E-2 Hawkeye and the Naval Reserve’s F-&8 Crusader.
For the mast part, the tri-color seems 10 have returned

One of the sarfiest examples of the stylized application of the “ND"
tail letter combination on a Douglas A-4C of VA-305 at Point Mugu,
Calilornia in 1971. Trim color is Light Green on fin and rudder, cod
are Black. {8 A Jacksan)

VA-25 A-TE Corsalr Il shortly after mmﬂ thon of 1972-73 Wes! Pac
Cruise. VA-Z5 Corsalr lIs now carmy ve numbers io match trim
color of Light Gresn. quhlnlu balt It Insignia mu with Orange
Yellow circle and sguadron designator in Red. (VA

Light Blua and Medlum Blue F-4J of V-4 at Poinl Mugu in 1673,
Camoullsge was experimental. (B R Jackson)

MAV.Y
155836 o

tall markings shows unusual

pplication of squadron
jon, which is included

l:luu—un of
design data block in place of the aircraft

model mwunn {B R Jackson)
Grumnn F- HR Tomeals of VF-2 e

it standard USN camouflage
schoma sxparimantal Famls ldnl!l! during 1976-77 Waestom
Pacitic Cruhl of ENTERPRISE [CVN-85). (Tallhook Association)
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INTO THE 315 AND BEYOND

As of this writing, 3 highly detalled Military Standatd covering all Navy
anid Marine Corps aireraft insignia, markings and paint schemes s being
evaluated by all concerred agensies. The purpase of this document is o wan-
dandize the paint schesne and application of naval insipnia and markings. The
new docuttenl dates five military spocif i ane military san-
dard dealing with separwic Ticims and superaedes thers,

The requsirements fof paint schenses and markings inclade see, color and
approsisnate locations. Shown i farty-cight different aircrafl illustrasions,

abtain approval foe
This military standatd, as yet un
ties the project number F-32-20 and is dated 18 March 1983

oe from the Bsted requirements.
serialized,

Warld conditions, being what they are, seems 1o justify and explain why
the paint schemes
concealm,

n the Navy's aircraft has lost all iss glory, Camouflage for
t miay sece somewhat out of place in today’s super-sophisticated

world but the possibility saill exists that yome Navy or Marine
M somewhere, sometime, My encouniier 8 weapans system operating on
a visually directed gun system being operated
thate juigle or mountainous arca

The Alr Combat Survivability Branch of the Naval Air Systems Command
is always working on better ways 10 increase the combat wrvivability of the

ots and aireraft of the United States Navy and Marine Corps. Whe knaws
" ing mest?

A-AE attached to ‘Topgun' fighter tactics school at NAS Miramar,
California. Tactical schomos were being formulated at this time. 3
September 1678 (Robert L Lawson)

Lockheed S3A Viking (159770) of VX1 NAS Patuxen! River,
Maryland on 26 Seplember 1681 camies the new Taclical pain
scheme. Top colors are FS 35237 and 36375 over FS 36485 under sur-
faces. (Douglas R Tachauer)

Lockheed PIC Orion (157326} of VX1 al NAS Patuzen! River, 26
Soplombar 1981. Tail letters ase “JA", which are barely visible on top
of rudder. Top colors are FS 35237 and 36375, with an underside of F5
36485, Bolh the S3A and PAC tactical scheme were exparimental at
this time. (Douglas R. Tachauer)

AT Corsair Il of Alnmeda's VA-304 with the stylized “ND" tall coda in
April of 1983, Scheme and markings are still ‘HE-Viz' even though the
lactical scheme was authorized twenly months sarlier. (Douglas R
Tachauvor)

VAGT A-TE Corsalr lls on 10 June 1982 sl NAS Lemoore the coloriul
markings then on thair way cul. (Jerry Kishpaugh)

Vought ATE of \fﬁ 84 a1 NAS Lomoore during October of 1983, The

signia White h 'maved fram the underside of this Corsale

but markings a nu subdued as the final Tactical A7 Corsair 1|

:_eh;m which had been approved twenly months earlier. [Douglas R
‘achayer)

VAGT A-TEs on 19 June 1982 at Lemoore alter being repainted in the
new Tactical scheme. (Jerry Kishpaugh)




VC-12 TA-4) Skyhawk al NAS Oceana in October of 1882. Taclical
scheme is camied with uppar surface colors of FS 36320 and 38375
aver underside color of FS 36405, This scheme was approved for the
Skyhawk on 25 Augus! 1880, (Douglas R Tacl T

Bémrin .45 Phamian | of VEIE fro NAS Mieias in Apel] of
1983, The Tactical scheme is carried, with a small stylized *
painted in White on the rudder. (Douglas R Tachauor

McDonnell F-4N Phantom 1l (152226) of VF-171 iKey West Delach-
ment), NAS Ocesna in Octebaer of 1982, Fin ilash is Insignia Red. The
national insignia on the underside of the starboard wing Is out of pro-
portion, the rectangles being loo long. (Douglas R Tachauer)

F-45 Phantom |1 (155767) of VFAT1 from NAS Oceana, 2 Oclobar
1882, Very sm AD" tall code can be sean at top of vertical lin. Top-
side colors are FS 35237 and 36320 over underside color FS 36375,
This scheme was approved on 3 February 1882, (Douglas R Tachauer)

Douglas TA-4J Skyhawk (153516) of YF-43 st NAS Oceans in Oclober
ol 1982. (Philip A Tachauer)

Horthrop TF-18A Homal (161355) of VFA-125 at NAS Lemoore In Oc-
lober ol 1683, Strike Fighler Squadron One Two Five is the FIA-18
Hormel Fleel Readiness Squadron at Lemoore and carries the Tac-
tical scheme approved on 30 July 1980. Top color is FS 36375 and bot:
lom color is F5 35395, Anti-gl panel is F5 35237, (Douglas A
Tachauar)

VF-43 F-SE (180793) in shades of Blue and Gray al NAS Oceana on 2
October 1882, (Douglas R Tachaver)

F-1BA Hornel (161710) No 302 flown by Cdr Cralg Langbehn, Ex-
aculive Olficer of Strike Fighter Squadron One One Thies, (VFA113)
‘The Stingers’, the Navy's first Home! squadron. VFA-113 began
training with the Hornet in March of 1983, (Douglas R Tachauer)




THE UNITED STATES
COAST GUARD

err 2% Decemnber 1945, when the US Coast Guard again became part of
the United States Treasury Department, and Coast Guard aircraft im-
mediately began shediding its Navy warpaint in faver of the more visible
search and rescue markings.

Basically the color of the aircraft was cither NS Insignin White or
Alaminam varnash, In some cases the air/sea rescue markings were applied
over the basic camouflage tri-color schemse. Wing tips and floats of seaplanes
were painted Clossy Orange Yellow with a 6 inch Clowy Black border
separating the Glossy Orange Yellow from the basic color scheme of the
airplane. A Glossy Orange Yellow fiselage band was applisd between the
empennage and the trailing edge of the wing. A Glossy Orange Yellow rec-
tangle was placed immediately aft of the bow located nationsl insignia, with
the kst theee digits of the airplane’s Burens Number placed within.

The center section of the wing above the fuselage was painted Glossy
Orange Yellow, and evtended from approximately & inches oarboard aof the
lefl engine 1o approximately & inches outboard of the right engine. The sta-
tioa name and Last three digits of the Bureau Number were placed within this
Glowsy Orange Yellow area, as was the word RESCUE.

Coaw Guard sircrafl nol engagedd in air/sea rescue work, generally sported
an everall Akiminuin color and carried the words US COAST GUARD on
the aft fusclage. The letiers USCG appeared on the underside of the port
wing s well a the topside of 1he siarboard wing. Skight variations occurred,
and it was po4 aitil 1951 that a uniform set of instructions was fsued for
USCG aircraft.

COAST GUARD PAINTING AND INSTRUCTIONS
MEMORANDUM NUMBER 7 - 51 18 JUNE 1951

When the Commandamt of the Coast Guard isaed this painting document,
i camcelled out seven older USN directives which were being used as
reference.

Fixed wing landplanes were to be left generally unpainted, except that all
sisrfaces, other than alumimum or in alloys, were 10 be given a coar of
Albuminum pigmented finish, Landplanes could be painted Aluminized lac-
quer If ibe condsibon of the bare melal surfaces indicated signs of minor cor-
Fowion OF (0 mprove it appesrance.

Seaplancy were 10 be painted Aluminized lacquer; this inclded amphi-
bians.

Rotary wing aircrall (helicoplers) were to be painied Glowsy Orange
Yellow. Rotor blades were 10 be painied Aluminum lacquer, and blade tips
were palsted identifying colors. (Same as USN hebicopeer blade tips of the

petiod).
Anti-glare areas on Coast Guard aircraft were Non-Specular Black, a op-
posed to the NS Medium Green color used on Navy and Marine Corpa

Coast Cisatid markings for Maed wing alreraft consisted of the national in-
sagnia being applicd 1o the right wing, The natioral insignia was abo applicd
10 bath sides of the fuselage of vertical fin.

The letters USCG were to be applied in Glossy Black to the top side of the

right wing and the underside of the beft wing. The levtering was 10 read from
inboard toward the wing tip. The words US COAST GUARD were to be ap-
plied in Glossy Black on both sides of the fuselage or hull.

The Coast Guard insignia was applied 10 each side of the fuselage of full in
the vicinity of the pilot’s compariment.

The Coast Guard model and serial number was to be applicd in Glosy
Black on both sides of the vertical fin. The partial sevial mumber of the air-
craft was 10 be applied in Glossy Black 1o bath sides of the fusclage o¢ ull,
utilizing the lnst foar digis only, exoept in the case where only three had been
assigned, in which case all three were to be applicd. In addition, the partial
serial namber was 10 be applied 10 both sides a1 the nose of bow of the air
craft.

Rotary winged nircraft had the pationsl insignia applied 10 both sides of
the alscraft’s fasclage.

The letters USCG were tn be applied in Glossy Black to the underside of
the helicopter's body or rall cone with the tops of the betters 1o the left side.

The words US COAST GUARD were 1o be applied in Glossy Black on
both sides of the finclage or tail cone.

The Coast Guard rsignia was 10 be bocated on both sides of the Tusclage.

The model and serial number were to be applied in Glossy Black on each
side of the fuselage or 1ail cone.

A partial serial number was 10 be applied in Glossy Black ro both sides and
on top of the fuselage, using the Last four digits only. IT only three digits were
assigned, then they were used in their entirety.

Helicopters with a tail rotor were to apply & Red warning arrow forward of
the disc of the rotor with the words DANGER KEEP AWAY stenciled Tor
safety pur) . The shaft of the arrow was 10 be centered as specified. The
word DANGER was to be spaced above the shalt while the words KEEP
AWAY were 10 be locaied shmdlarly below the shaft,

SEARCH AND RESCUE AIRCRAFT
All helicopters, and the following aircraft, were considered o have as their
primary mission, search and rescue.
PRM-5G
PRY-SAG
IRF.

1G
Upper and lower surfaces of both wing tips were 10 be painied Glossy

Orange-Yellow Ir haard approximately seven percent of the span
{exchuding span increased by the wing tip floar). This area was 1o be extended
inboard by a Glossy Black border of 6 inches.

A Glossy Orange Yellow band was 10 encircle the Tuselage forward of the
horizontal sabilizer. This band was 10 be 18 inches in width of JRF aircrafi
and 36 inches on oihers, apd was to be enclosed by two 3 inch or & inch
Glesay Black borders respectively. The aft edge of the band, including the
border was 1o be i Iy 9 and 18 inches respectively, forward of the
keading edge of the horizontal stabilizer.

This scheme continued in use throughow 1951, 1952 und 1953 1t would be
a few more years before another major directive covering LUSCG abreral
would be issued, but when it came, Coast Guard airplanes would be the most

(Below) Coast Guard PAY-2G Privatesr from USCG Alr Station, San
Francisco, Calilornia in March 1954, The Overall Aluminum scheme
ol fixed wing landplanes with Orange Yellow rear fuselage band and
Madium Green anti-glare panel is carried. (USCG)




distinctive and colorful of any aircraft in the sky.

In 1945, steps weee taken 10 develop & new ensy-visthility paint scheme for
Coast Guard aircraft,

Many variatians were trked with the most promising being the use of
Fluorescent Baze Ovange, oullind in Black appearing on the nose of the air
craft, I & band araund the aft fusclage and on the tail on a basic fiekd of In-
wignia White pai

Because of the imability of Mlusrescent paints 1o withstand sun and foul
weather, a more durable type of paint was soon developed, and by 1960
Coast Gaiard alrerall were sporting Hi-Visihility schemes of Intormational
Orange, Black and Imignin White.

COAST GUARD 1967

In 1967, the Coast Guard began implementing the scheme in wie today,

The averall scheme remained Insignia White, but the International Orange
color was changed 10 8 special shade called Coant Guard Red 40.

A diagonal stripe of Coast Ciuard Blue 41, was added 1o the aircraft’s
fuselage in the arca aft of the cockpit cabin

Dietaibed instructhons covering paine pasterns foe this mew scheme were
covered in a series of large drawings which [Hustisated the paint scheme for
each aircralt 1ype.

Instrisztians for the application of the sew scheme were contained in Avia-
tian Techmical Note 268 of 3 May 1965

A supplement 10 ATN-2-68 was isued on 19 October 1970, under the ritle
ATN-268A. No changes relative 10 the basic scheme were ingladed, and it in
mentioned here parcly as reference

Chicago, lllinois based Sikorsky HH-52A SeaKing illustrates the paint
scheme as delailed in Coast Guard drawing 475-8-2 ol 31 May 1988
Large fuselage siripe Is Coast Guard Red (No 40), small siripe is
Coast Guard Blue (No 41). Fore and alt colors are Red (No
with balance of helicopter painted Insignia White. (Erie Lundahl wia
Harry Gann)

(Lolt} Lockheed HC-130B Hercules with the revised USCG scheme
brought inlo use in 1967. The USCG Insignia is applied over & wide
tripe of Coast Guard Red (No 40), immediately followed by & siripe ol
Insignia While lollownsd by a stripe of Coast Guard Blue (No 41).
[USCG via T E Dolf)

Lockheed HC-1308 Hercules from Barbaors Point, Hawaii in 1963, In.
ternational Orange replaced Fluorescent Blaze Orange dul he lat-
ter's Inability to withstand the rigors of flight, weather,

wing carrles Black USCG lettering and US national

.
nuignia on
Orange Yellow pansls inboard ol the International Orange pansls
near wing lip. (USCG via T E Dol

US Coast Guard Sikorsky HH-3F flying over Lake Pontchartrain, Loul
slana in April of 1885, This is an excellent axample of the Coast Guard
paint scheme for this type airerall. (USCG win Jim Sullivan)

US Coast Guard HU.25 from Sacramente, Callfornia on 1 May 1983,
Basa celor of the alrcraft is Insignia White with a wide tuselage stripe

Coast Guard Red Ao tollowed by a narrow lusel ripe In
Coast Guard Blus (No 41). Vertical tall surfaces fealurs Coast Guard
Red {No 40). Lottering is Black. (Jerry Kishpaugh)




Light Yellow
Aireraft
International Orange
Insigra Red

Maroan

Insignia White
Alreraft Gray
Engine Gray
Black

Strasa Blue
Glossy Sea Blue
Instrument Black
Light Gray*

Sea Ciray
Imermediate Blisc
Arure Blise

Interior Gireen

Mediam Green
Dark Gull Gray

Unnamed Gray**

*light Giney 0400 s it Light 0l Gty e o £ Suly PV, T rmese for the Gt mime:
with BSAET i1 wndrawn
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36375 (Used in Tactical Scheme)
36495 (Used in Tactical Scheme)
35237 {Used in Tactbcal Scheme)
36320 (Used in Tactical Scheme)
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